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Orient Hoi»e 
meetings 

FAISAL Husseim, a jaam-' 
ineztf member of tfae'PLO 
Executive fVBiwrfi^ metwidi 
diplomade rqxttezdativtt 
fiom Ae US, Bnti^ 
Freoeh, Gennan, limHim 

DUGb, S paiiiidi, l^ajosZ^ 

Giedc coDBubiies, ae well as 
the Vatican at ifae Odent 
Bouse, file PLO’s 'head- 
9 aattes ra^JeniBalem.- The 
mennwi^ biadi djgl>t-wng- 
Lil^ govcDon^ seda to , 
close domi file o£Gce. ' 

Following file meeting, 
which was bdd on ivies' 
dqf, Husseini warned- fiiat 
dodng the. Orient House 
would doriioy fiie Isnielr- 
Palestmah ■li^otiations.'He 
added fiiat file peace i»or 
cess is iteerine d to tail fi&tlT 
file issne ^Jenisateiri is noft 
part of the agreemenL - 

Husseiai &o had his fist 
meeting do fiie same day 
with a rqneseotative 
Prime MiifisteiF-Qect Bi- 
nyamin Neianya^ Td 
Aviv Mqror M3o, a 
moderate is not part of 
NetBiQubii^s tigfat-wing^ en- 
tourage, said .fiat he met 
with Hnssemi after cod' 
sultii^ with Netanyahu’s 
leading advisor. Rmii bter 
called on Netanyaba to 
meet ditecdy wifli AnfiL 




• Pablbhed bi Caire fay'ALAHRAM estaUbbed la 1875 
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‘It takes two to tango’ 

Overdue, yet timely, the first Arab summit will focus on Arab solidarity and peace. Iraq, however, is not invited, writes Nevine Khaiil 


All- bat one of fiie leadets of .fbe Arab world will meet 
: fice-to-fice for a fnQ scale smnmiLin Cairo next wede, 
' but file fioeat pf a potentially bawldsb ri^-wing IsrseU 
govemmeiit is not the leasoo. Statements issued 
from Caitp lad wedc stressed that pramoting Arab sol- 
idarity was also fbe fbcuaof fiie.sunimh. 

Ibe two issues, however, beget one another. Ke- 
tanydu’s victory m fiie 29.N^ laaeli genod dectioos, 
. and file pditical' inqfiicatioiis of file iocomiiig govem- 
. ment’s ideologicd sway has 1^ Ardis ^ipcehensive, 
ffeaiutg finx the peace process wiS^be deidled. Cod- 
se qu enfir, in file afteanatfa of the electk^ severd Arab 
ntinj-MiiHiiiits have been hdd..Tbe rsnitications of Ne- 
tanyabu’s vichny and fiie ptoqieets fir peace were hi^ 
bn the s^oda of fivee mmi-summits, fie first between 
the leaders of Bgypt and Syria, file second Egypt, Jordmi 
and file Fdestiniaiis — the tfarM patties fiiat have ah^y 
signed agreemoiis wifii Israe tmofiiB fiiird between Saudi 
Arabia ^ S^ia. 

Last Sstimm^, Egypt, Syria and Sand! Aialria, three 
Arab heavywiog^iis, annoimced in Damascus tto a pan- 
Arab summit w^d be hdd cm 21 June; wifi the aim be- 
ing ‘’to close Arab Tanlra” and siqiport ^ peace proc^ 
Ontof the 22; Arab Leq^ie memben, only fraq is not in- 
vited. PsesideDt Hosni Mubarak, leqionsible to sendhig 
out invitatioos, has coot^ted die leaders of Jordba, Leb- 
anoo, Paledipe, Qatar, Oman, die UAE, Knwait, 

Yemen. Morocco, AZgenai Ul^ Tmii^ Sadan, Mau- 
dtmia, the Cranoros Mandg and Djibonti. Somalia, 
which does not have a recogniseid government, will prob- 


ably be rye sented by its dipJomatic mission in Cairo. 

Ibe Cairo summit will be the first of its gineg lo 
August, 1990 when Arab leaders met after Iraq's- in- 
vasion of Kuwait Mubarak said *fiecanse of the current 
drcumstances we put off the qu^oo of Iraq a !«*«■ 

date because of continuing soisitivitiesr But while li^ 
has lodged no oCSdal protest at not being in%dted, nertber 
have any of die otber Arab leaden. In fict, Kinrah has 
tqiplaudttl Iraq’s absence, si^n^^ that the Arab worid 
yet to heal the deep rifts ensuzng from tbe Gulf crisis. 
There is hope however for resolving other inter-Arab 
diqiutes like Syria's strained relations widi tbe Jor- 
danians and Palestmans to signing sqnrste peace ac- 
cords with Israel Egypt and Sudan too mig^ have a 
chance to clear the air between them, aft^ die latter was 
accused of plotting to a«a.Min.te Mubanik last year. 

In an exchisive to ^l-Akrum WeekJy, Arab Logue Sec- 
retary General Esmat AbdeI4i4egind said it is ‘’a golden 
rnle” that in time of crisis tbe Arabs stand toother. He 
added fiiat the ‘’shuarion is seriously threatening the 
peace |ffoeeas and we tiiouJd all work to mawtain the 
momen&im accelerate file peace process.** 

Foreign Minister Amr Moussa s^ that the summit 
was bofii “an action and a leaetioD**, aimed at restoring 
Arab solidarity and respondii^ to Israel's po t e n t i al haiti- 
tine portions. ’’We will give Netanyahu to benefit of 
to doubt [and a few] weeks te know where he stands,” 
Monsaa said, adding that to pence p roce s a is not a ”pla- 
tooie relatiooriiip** and that Israel ^ to show its com- 
aritmeat tfaroogh Moussa assured that Arabs do 


not want to antagonise Israel Ina it takes two to tango”. 

Asked by to fFeek^' wbetor tbe summit reflects Arab 
anxiety or resolve. Egypt’s foreign minister said: “We 
are T««td«e a point, and we are worried dMut to peace, 
not by the Israeli govemmenf ” Moussa rgected the par- 
adox that it was Netar^abu who will unite to Ar^. 
‘Vo he [Netanyahu] not bring the Anto togedier,” 
he said, noti^ that an Arab gather^ was “over^”. 

Arab foreign ministers are due to meet in Cairo on to 
eve of to aummit to Study to agenda prepared by 
Eg)pL The pan-Arab summit will discuss Arab rec- 
onetliaiion, means to pursue the pe^ process based on 
to land-for-peace principle and outline anangements for 
Arab aatimifil security in the li^t of recent develop- 
ments in the region. Netanyahu, busy forming his gov- 
ernment, did not comment on to summit 

Senior Egyptian officials said that the summit will not 
call upon Aiifii nations to freeze normalising relations 
with Isael unless Israel is inflexible. Israel b^ already 
jet^iordised its fledgling relations with Qatar and Oman, 
to o^y Gulf states to begin normalising relations with 
Israel fioough trade HnVg Both of fiie Ax^ states have 
threate^ to revise their position if la^I backtracks on 
its commitment to a fair aoA comprehensive peace. 

*^e are not here to threaten or to confront people wifi 
a fail accompli. We reanam opeai and hi^ie^” Osama 
EI-Ba^ Mubarak’s top politic adviser, said about tbe 
summit He th»r if Israel its ** thtc 

will be discussed in a erim. otgect^, logical fathinn, 
without hysterics, threats and insults.” 


In a tactical move, the LQnid party circulated what h 
called a softer version of its hardline draft poUcy, which 
earlier bad alarm bcUs ringing in the Arab worid and to 
US. Arabs ventured that tbe first draft poU^ amounted to 
“a declaration of war”. The revised draft did not specify a 
return of the Golan to Syria, but ambiguously stated that 
“tbe government views foe Golan Heists as a region vi- 
tal to the security of foe state”. Otherwise, tbe modified 
draft was very similar to its predecessor, still niling out 
foe creation of a Palestinian slate and calling for foe ex- 
pantioD of Jewish settlements. 

The Clinton administration, preoccupied with the up- 
coming presidential elections, took time out to confirm 
its commitment to foe peace process. President Bill Clin- 
ton urged Mobarak. over foe pbone, to be patient. 

Acmrding to a White House si^eswoman. Mubarak 
rqiortedly answered: “No one rush to judgment” 
Clinton will be meeting with his Egyptian counterpart at 
file end of nesxt montb, and today is expected to receive 
Jordan’s King Hussein, tbe first Arab leader to go to 
Washington since Netanyahu's victoiy. The prime min- 
ister-elect is due in the US on 25 June. 

Israeli President Ezer Wemnan also called on Arab na- 
tions to reserve judgment on Netanyahu, assuring them 
fiiat Israel’s ri^t-wiog leader will pursue foe peace pro- 
cess. 

On bis p^ Palestinian President Yasser Arafat re- 
mains optimistic. Addressing foe Palestinian negotiating 
team fins week he said: “A Palestinian state will be creat- 
ed, God willing.” 


Mubarak 

agrees to 
intervene 

Pnesktent Mubarak respontJed to 
JoumaTists' appeals for his artxtratioh of 
their dispute with the govemrTierit, 
revealed Ibrahim Nafie at a Press 
Syndicate Generd Assemt^ yesterday. 
Mona EMtaMias attended 







(L-^ Nafie bifeb the Assenbty on devetopmeats; Al-WafActaiS editor Gama! Badawi lauds die comdl, and its chalnnan’seonrage; Sid-Ahmeddieds off his nsaal calm 


Amid tqirosiiaus ^^lanse, RessSyndicteB Cfiair- - 
man iiiwiKim l<bfie yesterday amanmeed Ins teSK 
tgoation before to Gdoml Aii^ 

sembty of fimtynficate, xneetii^ for to dg^tifoe 

since Jtme 1995. Asteadedby hundreds of joutnal- 
ist^ and hdd agsinst a badrirop of to caOective 
reagnatto annoaDced by die mezdtezs of to tyD- 
(ficto's counda od Moodty, yraderday’s meetiiig 
was xeanaiscent to fioy asreoibly of 10 Jtsie 
last year, wifi wfaidb to jontnalists lannehed fiiear 
yesT-kmg bsttte against a restrictive law on puUica- 
tioQ offences, Law 93. Ihe joumalists ht^ smee 
dMlaed 10 June Egj^s ftess PaQr, vriiidi fiity 
oddnated to tofirsttmie fins week.. 

Na& opened yesterday’s General AssemUy 
meetii^ a rqxxt on fiie syiitoate oouncil's el^ 
foils to have Law93, vrinch joomalisls eoaiaider an 
attadc 00 ness fieedom, r^iealed He abo briefed 
to assembly on to ooUediveresigQatirai iff to 12 
council rnenib^ and read out finr letter of 
ignatiop, su bmitted to him eariier in to week. Be 


resoved lus bomb-shell tin to end offais openn^ re- 
to 09 m resignation. It was re- 
'reiBil^bdwievcr fitt toassiiXD^ doode 

da Nffic’a and the ddubcfl’a Tewgnations until its 
crenin g me eting scheduled toneag Wednesday. 

For over a yen, Nafie jouinalisls have been 
exadsiDg testiaii^ Qqfiortag to to fuD evety pos- 
sible avenue to dialogw with governmental bodies, 
■in order to bave Law 93 Tqpoled and a new law, 
guaranteeing press freedom and properiy balancing 
to and dotto of to press and jouiialists, en- 

acted mils place. “All fins was to no aval,” said Na- 
fie. 

inie resigiiatioas reflected Nafie's, and to coao- 
di’^ intense fiasttatioo wifi to way a new draft 
press law was ddiated, and qiproved, m bofii to 
Shan Cduneil aid to People’s Assembly's Media 

amA rhltHf W. rjwrimiWw^ P f^ itfdhy agn wmmentd 
gnimmiWww^ Which winhufad a minnfity 
ry esent a tives, to draft fUi sbrat of meeting to 
fnifiirmim of foe jouioalists’ demands. Efforts by 


joarnalist mginh av of the Sfama GnunriT, inchuiing 
. Nafie, toJiarodnee amendmexas fovouringpr^ fiee- 
-dexn were met wifo hostility in both pnriiamcaiaiy 
bimses. Both the Shnra Council and foe Peo{de '8 As- 
senfoly's Media and Culture Committee a{^iroved tbe 
draft wifoout agreeing to a single a m gah n ent pro- 
posed by the Press Sywli cate. 

Tbe foil People’s Assembly is doe to debate to 
draft on Satiffday. 

Nafie had another bomb-sheQ yp his sleeve, how- 
ever, and near tbe end of tbe meeting, revealed tbat be 
had met wifo l^esidait Hosni Mubarak on Tnesd^r 
even^ and fiiat foe p res i de n t had shown under- 
standing for tbe jouinalists' apprdbessions regarding 
IJw93aDdreqiondedtotbeir(^fahisi n t e rveotion 
before to new draft is oucted. 

According to Nafie, Mubarak asserted that to new 
law ftioiddbe soeb as to reaiiae its sfon in guaraateeing 
to fieefoim of tte press, wifiiom fear of pomsfamf^ 
while iqiholdmg to society's valoes and safegnarding 
tofognityandrightsofcTtizeis. * 


The journalists, xesolvmg to cortinue their straggle 
UBtfl fnfiwnm» Law 93” yw repcBledin total 
decided to' give cfialogiie one 1 ^ chance. Inhsfinal 
resolutions, fbe assembly decided to send a Press 
Syndicate delation to the People's Assembly on 
Saturday to meet wifo ftiliamait Speaker Fafin So- 
tour, before foonal discussions of to draft law 
to full bouse are locked off. Asashowofsefodarity 
with tbeiri^Hesaifatives, hunch eds ofjoomalists ao- 
nounced tbty win gather befbre to pailian»it’s 
gates at to same time. 

The assembly also resolved to postpooe qiprovaJ 
of a “tode of ednes” p repared by to indicate untO 
an equitable press law was issued. Tbe assembly tec- 
o m nwided tbat to opeo-eaded sit-in. vrinefa started 
at to headquarters of the Press Synificate 00 Meal- 
ed, contiraie. -R also invited all journalists to par- 
tidpate m a fixree-bour sit-m on Sund^ tbat w31 be 
stqxrvised by to syndicate’s counefl. 

Some 1 7 spttkeis took to floor dur^ the General 
Assembly cfiscusaons, all expr e ssin g finr de- 


teg nin a ti on to continue the figbt against Law 93 and 
iutiefeaceofiiie freedom of foe press. SalahEissa, 
a Sonner membo’ of Ibe Syndicate's council who 
has emerged during the past year as its most fieiy 
orator, opened his remarks by declaring “I am proud 
to be a journalist”. Eissa lauded foe courage and de- 
tontinatioo shown during tbe year-long stru^e by 
to journalists, their cou^ and diairman. It was a 
battle for fieedran and democracy which journalists 
fought on behalf of to whole nation. Eissa said. 

He called upon President Mubarak to intervene 
before it was too late. Tberewere some in positions 
of antbority who wanted to tarnish Mubarak's pres- 
idency, atid associate it wifo dictatorship and le- 
ptession, Eissa said. 

Political analyst Mobamed Sid-Ahmed shed off 
his usual cahn, warning tbat “foe state will have to 
bear the reqioiisibUhy, before foe people and pos- 
terity, for acting to p^yse the press at one of tbe 
most critica] stages in die bistory of our area.” 

(for more details, see p3) 


PLC protest 

THE 88 -nrember Pal- 
estinian L^jslative Coimci! 
yestenlty dela^ its first 
session in pcotesr of XsraeTs 
drat 22 Gaza leg- 
islators msdeigo a tock- 
pouit seanii. -Tbe legidatms 
refused to submit to wbat 
fiiey were humiliating 
cheda. 

Key suspect 

BAIDtAINI anfiorities yes- 
today announced to arrest 
of a key suqiect in what is 
aUeged to an Iiaman- 
backed to byexfinow 
the govemmcDt of fins Gulf 
state. 

Bateaxni officials re- 
vealed fiiat Jaafiv Ali Huss- 
ein, a grocer tesdiim in to 
Shi’ite Muslim vilh^ of 
Sanabis, and seven of bis 
acconqiiic^ were airesto 
by aiAotities, SEOd wto 
eharped wifi to purdiase 
«mrf nnpoEt of arms and am- 
rnimW rei itite fhe couufxy 
Airing dm 18 moiitlis of on- 
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Culture for the masses 
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- Oetermined to stre^. the. value of culture, Mrs Suzanne Mubarak launched a li^h round of the Read- 
ing For. All campaign and inaugurated a recently restored Mameluke house. Rania Khallaf reports 
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When you come tochoose , 

IDEAL WASHINGMACHINE 
. . . ISTHEONE 


9 e 0 


'YSTEM 


The first washing machine that 
functions by water pressure 
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A public libtaty in evay, ndshbrahe^- 
snd a gocld book in to himds of evoy in-' 
ffividnal: foese are to basm ofajectives of 
to five-year-old Redifing For All cam- 
paign, ^loaswed tty Sazacne Mn- ■ 
bask. ■■ 

- TfaiswedEiDodCTtoconqffdieaisivesIo- 
^ *^ReadtDg for CbildreD, Young P^le 
and to FamOy”, Mrs Mubarak c|!med to 
$ixfo9miaal ftstival.of her dedfcatod can> 
paign. 

TbiSiyeai's will fticus onto 

p^sh^ and .distiuntioD of classics oL 
Arabic a^ foceim I ft aatore. *Tbis is eon- 
aideied as <ne of the tfiepa cuhnia] pro- 
jects-m modm&io^,” said Mrs 
Miibai^ She" praised to project fix 
.“cpcoing.nBw bosizions to ranges, be- 
.canseimUians of ccfdes [tti' hundreds of ti- 
tles] 'will be avaiU^. in uton and rural 


QiyiTqilctachndogy.. 


Over to last five yeais to miiaber of lif^ 
iKanra bnflt.or aponsoto to meturioD in 
to Readiiig For All cao yaiga has ahnoat 
polled. This yearto pnblic win haveac- 
cess fo over 15,fl00 fibialries.. 

Cidtii^ md yonfo centres will also take 
part in filis ye^s fosfival, in addhtoi to 


mobile Itoaries, each wifi a large mimber 
of tides and new releases on its fielvea, 
a^ 100 'lio^hal libraries” fiat will cater 
for childr6D*s wards. 

And in ao effbrt to embark oo issites of 
ptiblk concern, the Reading For AU com- 
mittee will introduce two new series 
abto Islam. EnliphtenmeDt and Mu- 
hama^vt (the tra^ons of Prophet Mo- 
hamed) have been chosen by to Min- 
isby of jfJ-^wqa/(reli^ous endowmoUs) 
and Al-Azbar to hi g hli g ht to contribu- 
tion of prominent Islamic figures to Is- 
lamic civiltotion. 

Nfinister of iofonnation SafWat El-Sherif 
stressed to rmpottance of these series in 
tmdeiscmiog the Ime spirit of Isiamand 
comnering to rise of leligiotis extremism 
anioi^ ycnit% people. 

To add colour to to “cultural 

' caravans” will travel in villages and small 
lutal towns to ^ve artistic pertomances fo 
childreo, syM Hussein Matean, head of to 
General Organisation to Coltinal Palaces. 

ToHowing anotber coltunl aveane, Mn 
• MuhaivIg^R week inaiipgated to newly- 
.renovated Mameluke boure of Zrimfo 
Khatom Tbe opening ceremony aras to 


mimmflti fw of oyer t dccadc of work Ity 
re s tore ra from to Higher Council to An- 
tiq^'es. 

BuOt in 1468, to three-storey buflding, 
located m the of Medieval Caso and 
divided into to haranlek (women’s wb^ 
and salamelek (men's wing), is a good ex- 
ample of houses of tbat era. 

Jt is also one of to wealth of ar^- 
tectural landmarks built in foe old city Ity 
to Mamelulms and to Ottomans. Most of 
these gems have been Mlmg into serioos 
disrepair doe fo neglect and lack of res- 
toratmn. Some of them have been com- 
pletely destroyed by the effects of on- 
plfpm^ urban developmei^ 

The HCA, togefoer wifo foreign ar- 
cheological centres in Egypt, have restoed 
some bnildmgs, But to vast m^ority of 
these monmnents of Islamie cultural fais- 
toiy remain noder serious threat, and smiie 
concerned archeologists and anthro- 
pologists believe h will only be a few deo- 
ades before foe entire old city tmnbies 
down. 

Calls for Mrs Mubarak to sponsor a 
e a inp ai gn fije preservation of tatayme 

Cairo have come many quarters. 
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Vigilant calm 


Calm and a semblance of normalcy are returning to Upper Egypt. But as Dina Ezsa 
finds out in both Minya and neighbouring Assiut a tight security grip remains in force 


In the fields and on the streets of towns and villages in Minya 
and Asshit govemoiates, fitrmer s are harvestn^ tbeir crops, 

atw lalftng fitml Miwng mri femili qiS 
thdr evenings on &e comidie. On the surface, it seems both 
govemoretes have been finally fined from the haiiowiii g fidt- 
out of die battle between security fixees and Islamist mil&nts. 

But less ttian 30km south of Mh^ city, annoured can la- 
den with security men, automatic rmes at the rea^, tour the 
roads i^gulaily. Some are even permapeotly stadraed at dre 
entrances of villages adiere police believe militaiits may be 

bidttig 

“We emne and go. Thin gs seem noonal, but we do not 
know if die clashes b^wem die [militant] groins and die po- 
lice will break out again,” said one bousewife who spoke on 
eonditkm of anonymi^. 

‘The incidence of violence, in Mii^ is decreasing'* said 
Mq. Gen. Sami AbdetGawad, chief cf seemrty in Minya. 
Acconfing to statistics fiom bis dqnrtment, & first five 
montbsof last^earwhaeued 88 inddotts of either militant 
ahat^ni of policMmlitant clashes. During the first five 
months of this year, however, there have been only 25 in- 
cidents. 

*^ut we sdn have to be veiy careful,'' Abdel-Gawad em- 


For the last two yeai^ Minya has been the scene of fierce 
gun battles between militan ts and the police. Daring that pe- 
riod, die securipr forces burned down huixireds of sugar cane 
figldg «4sere tniiitgiTts ^ md laundied their attacks, The de- 
struction of the fields bis meant economic disas^ for thou- 
sands of villagers. 

And it was only six weeks ago that the police lifted the 18- 
mniitfi long curfew 00 die city of h^llawi and hs neigh- 
bouring villages, vriiere the vast mqority of sugar cane fidds 
were burned 

In the village of Et^ some 35km west of Mallawi, people 
say that life is slotdy letumii^ to normal. Tt mok us a udille, 
after die curfew was lifted, to feel secure agaii^” said one 
peasant wbo asked fliat his name be withhekL “But now I go 
to iny field at about 7am and spend a normal working day," 
he added. 

But the police are not taking any chances. Police check 
points sumxmd die village fiom almost every side, and h 
seems that nearly every other house has at le^ one armed 
policeman stationed on hs roof And at the end of every 
s treet, the security fo r ces have built a wall to block the exit of 
mithante who are Ityiiig to eseape. No stranger can enter the 
village unless diey idcDtity dmmaelves and die purpose of 
their viah to die pdicemen on duty. 

“They [the pedke] say we can keep our shops open as late 
as we wmt," said one village diop owner. “But we know we 
stin need to be carefol, so I tend to dose after sonset. It is saf- 
er diis way," be added. 

“So long as we have ten od sl s at large we must be very 
careful We cannot leave anything to diance," said Abdd- 
Gawad. According to his own estimates, there are Tietweeo 
35 and 38 dangerous tenorists" at large. 

Some villagm say d^ are unhappy that the feihire of die 
police to arrest die militantm jg egrowng a prdoE^^ed state of 
anxiety. 

Nadi Adib is a member of die sizeable Otitic population of 
die vilk^ of B-Hbur, a few Idkxmetres smm of Edga. While 
pimang the good and “cordaT idatkms between Muslims 


and Copts in his vilian, Aifib bdieves that C<^ ate *^a rath- 
er obvi^ target of & terrorists". He added; TIib matn tar- 


CLASS ADS 


SAX-E 

72 INCH SCREEN TV FRONT 
PROJECTION LE 10000 
TEL; 02 347-9240 


FOR RENT 

A LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED FLAT. 
2 BEDROOMS ALL FACILmES. 
HELIOPOUS TEL: 2902380 


TO LET 

A ONE - BEDROOM FLAT, 
TELEPHONE, REFURBISHED 
BATHROOM. TEL: 768298 


EB¥PTtlm 



Telephone numbers of 
EGYPT AIR offices in 
governorates: 


Ain Sfmbel Safes OfScc 

32«3»2rQ5 

AlenDdruOSkesKiol; 

48333574820178 

(■kos 

smmm 

Airport OfScc 


Aswan Ofike; 

yismm 

Airport Office: 


Assndffficc: 

a2M5]-32Z71]-324e0M294l7 

Mansom Office 

30n8-353733 

Borgbaib Office 

mm 

AkpertOOke; 

mimn 

IsaaBia Office: 


LsurOffice: 

mmm 

Akport Office: 

mn& 

Loiar Office Kaniak: 

3823tf 

.M^Matraoh Office: 

9m 


2B3I&22S23-233S22 

New Valh? Office: 

I8SMHS5 

Port Said Office: 

224f2»22S?ft^ 
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get fin- the tenorists is die policy but diey also try to attack 
Cqits to feelings of animosity between Cc^ts and 

Muslims in die village, ara Ihus antenass the poUce." 

**People ^ the vQlages] suffer of diis situation," 

said Ahmed Abdel-Md^ a spokesman for the Egyptian ^ 
ganisatkm fm Human Ri^ts in Minya. **piqr fed diat diey 
should not be included in this war. They just want to lead a 
normal life." 

Synqjtoms of discmiteiit vac^ fiom one peison to anodier. 
Farmers coreplain that somdones di^ cazmot go to dieir 
fidds. Housewives say that after any incident die police pot 
^ vdlage under terqxxary curfew and thQr earmot go out to 
do their (tally slK^qring or said thdr childnm to school Mi- 
crobos drivers cxnrqilBm that diey are subject to daily police 
questioning A common cDtidsn is that the security fixees 
teml to be msensitive or even heavy-handed 

But the Miitya secui^ chief bdieves that amce police of- 
ficers are piepared to (he to fi^ die nnlitants' “atte&tyts to 
tenoiise everyone'', dviliaos need to diow more undo^ 
atandhig towsds the Strict sccuiity ro eas or es and police at- 
dtu(les. ‘Tl^e are trying everydung we can to arrest die taior- 
ists but dns [Islamist miUtants^ organisation has had years to 
grow and cannot be defeated m 24 hours. However, the po- 
ficeare on full alert" 

Thm is also die crucial problem of die militants' access to 
arms. The pdice say that they are checking up on all arms 
dealers, bodi licensed and illegal to make sure diat we ap om 
are not findiiig their way into fee militants’ hands. 

“But it takes more tfam the police to counter these groups," 
dressed Abdd-Gawad He requests the “full cooper a tion" of 
viDageis to end the bdtie. 

But man y villagers are hesitant to c(X)perate wife fee po- 
lice. Accotdziig to Fadallah Khafegi, s e cr el M y-gepetal of the 
Arab Deinoccatic Nasserist Party diqittr in Mip^ co(^ 
ention is almost inqiossible. Not only are the militantK fite 
childrai, retatives arc neighbours of fee WUagers, Khafegi 
explainecl but the security forces ose a netmxk of (pies- 
ticmable i ^ f nm m ts . And there is always fee fear of revenge 
from militants who would not hesitate to shoot dead anyone 
diey su^ect of being an infbaiier. 

In Asaut it is more or less die same story. Ihe flrigmai mil- 
itant bofeod, Assiut witnessed bitter fi^bting fiom late 1991 
to late 1 994, before militants inoved diw batde to Minya. 

To^, fee linages of Asdut witness a few “small tn- 
cidoits" every mo^ But setmiity is stiD very In ^ 
he^ of ^ dty, amuxired vdiides patrol 24 boors a day. 

“These measures are fee obvious deteoents," said Mo- 
hamed Raga'i B-Tahlawl govenm of Assiut 

In fee govemorate’s soufeem villages of El-Badari and Sa- 
bel Selim, some residents express concern diat die militantu 
m^ come back fiom Mhtya. “You know they started here. 
Th^ could come bade agam," said one. 

But ^ govemex disnusses the possfoility. “Ihey [fee mil- 
itants] would find it inqiossible to come here. We will 
iK)t let them do it We fight tiiem every step of the way," 

he vowed. 

Ei-Tahlawi's battle against the militants is not purely based 
on security measures. “Radier die oppodte," he sakL Tt is 
based on (j^lopmeqt” 

El-Tahlawi is woddng hard to build new factories, reclaim a 
wider agiiinilmtal zoite and create itew job opp(»tunities. To 
impie inei i t dds scheme, B-Tafalawi is lobby^ to encourage 
investors of Assiuti migin to pump dxar money into the de- 
vetopment of die govemocate. 


Confrontation continues 


THERE were more (xmfiDiitations between Islamist 
mili tants and fee police this wedc in the soudieni city 
of^hag. 

In fee hilly area Imkmg Asshit wife Sdiag, State Se- 
curity ofBcOT attacked a mili tant hideout and killed 
Gam^ Abdel-Hamid Abdel-Nasser, desoibed by Nfin- 
istry of Interior sources as a *ieading milhanf, togeth- 
er wife ins right-hand maiL Abdel-Hamid, the sources 
sad, was responsible for fee recruitment and training 
of new cadm of the underground A]-Gaiiia*a Al- 
Islamiya. 

The law enforcement agmts also arrested seven mil- 
itutts and confiscated aim arms, and police sources 
said feat plans for attacks on fee motorcades of seniar 
state ofiSdals were also seized. 



Neighbourhood 

anxiety 


An ambitious project to renovate 
Dar S-Kutub, home to a treasure 
hove of historic documents, was 
met with nationai aedaim. But, 
as Mariz Tadros finds out, the 
neighbours are worried 



Bnt wfeite the premises to Inng 
prestige to the area, readatts are wmried 

that «hptr |ynd wil! be taken and live- 
lihoods lost Amcog fee re si d cals and 
traders of flie mea, ftie atmoqfeae is 
tBUK as iwMifiimed nwaours ^aead 
about just how mmty of tire 
hniMing^ anQ bc demoUslied to imdce 
way for fee scheme. 

‘Tou can renovate Dar B-Kntnb xa 
afeatever way you like, but leave os — 
the people Ihang here — alone so feat we 
can our living in peace," said Kha- 
lifi. Tf yon wartt: to renovate the biald- 
ings around Dar El-Kntnh, fine, but 
don’t go daixdi^’ng our homes and. 


wmkshm in the name of (ievdepmaiL ■ 

Khalimtold.<<MAnzK tfaatba 

wodsbop, m an alley off MotennedAli 
Street, dose to Dar El-Kntub, was undo 
dneatofelosore. 

Ibe unmher of bCBiies and wedEdK m i 
find will aittualty be (tasu^died is still a 
matter of qiecsitfiaa. and 

tradesmen reoady hdd a (tay- of moum- 
ing; wife black sheets c&q^ityed fiom 
feeir balconies to protest fl» feared dem- 
didoD of fiidr homes fix wdiat diqr insist . 
is nmecessBzy devekqjmaiL Ibey have 

Feof^^s^senfi^.^mtatoS^ 4,000 

td^rante to fiie preadei^ and qiott a 
sifesiantial of pmfy y on an ad- 

v eilisepiefe to put a piea letter in 
AJownae w spapet, ' • 

So what is the tndh bdimd fee nnnoais 
that as nuniy as 20,000 wodefeops and- 
10,000 fiimmftg HA- losinig fiieir. pco{^ ' 
er^ 

T*ve said it before and Xni sity it again:, 
ito Itooses win be deinc^died now," Cai- 
ro Goveaxor Omar Abdel-Akber ^ 

Weds^. “We are nmlang some pfami 
fee umde district but fix dte momeiit, no 
boilcfings win be desttcy^" Asked 

wheflier gK Fating hiwMmgw miraiM ht« jirw- 

served in the future, Alxlel-Aldier le- 
ldied:Thape$a** 

. This is nnt the final m fBH al rMwa m ranfft* 

Bab El-Khalq zeadems have received 
bfimster of Coltnre Farooq Hosni has 
stated that “fee dcvelopmeot ptojeix win 
outy be imptemented after extensive re- 
searcfa._ Woefc will not start untfl all pos- 
sible leseanfe has been completed in cc- 
der to protect file intexests of the peopleL** 
He affirmed fint “the (xmstructimi worit 
will not harm anymie. Any demolhkia 
wB be (B a voty restricted basis, and we 
wfll onty demolish faqfeazardly bralt 
bouses pxnidings erected wxfeoutjdan- 
mng pomisskm] wfaidi are ioqKisitiTO to 
iqyMe."Resifeatfa,head(led,wooidie- 
cenreqiprqpiMtecopyensation. 


Balancing bad against worse 




Undettying fiie rising anger at -^himnn Peies* 
polkdes, ei^icused by the Egyptim |xess and 
pifelic opinioD in the weeks prereding die Israeli 
dectioDS, was die virtual certainty fiiat be would 
win. Against a badohop of rising taosion in 
EgyptiaHsraeli rejations, Egyptians were out- 
raged by fire bcutalhy of laaeli onslnight on 

scnfii Ldbenon last April tnade especially fla- 
grant Ity the (^na massacre in which more than 
100 cirifiaiis, m^inding many women miH chO- 
(Iren, were killed by Israeli b(»feii^ 

By fee time he was running fur dection, Petes 
had few fitands in Egypt Commentators and 
oatysls in fiie narional as well as fiie (qiposition 
press were fieze^ isradi poluty, aM 

along wife h, wbtf they (fescribed as a *%lmd 
Amoican bias" to w ards laaeL On the eve of 
file Israeli elections there was a virtual con- 
sensus in the Egyptian {ses thm fiie pe^ pro- 
cess was being snbverted into an Israeli peace, 
inqxised on the Arabs Ity brute fince. 

m qnte of fins, and possibly because of ft, fiie 
victory of leader Benyamin Netanydiu in 
die premkisliip dection in Israel was a m e at 
shock to ^yptians, as it was fix the test of the 
Arabs. *Tf was the kind of peace we were 


Public opinion leaders in Egypt were in two minds about Ne- 
tanyahu's victory over Peres in the Israeli elections: worse than 
Peres, or Just as bad. Ram Allam reports on their reacbohs 


offered under the dovish Peres, what are we to 
expect under a hawkish Netanyalm," seoned to 
be file general leqionse to the reports of the Li- 
kud leader's victory. Underiying the sense of 
shock end dequndency was dso the feeling 
among many fi^ Peres’ hatrOine policies were, 
at least in pot, motivated fay a de^ to out-bid 
Netanya^ ai^ fiiat he wcnild “inrilow", once 
the electiOQS were over. 

Analysts and enf n mwgfafw ra fr-OTQ aCTOSS file 
Egyptian political spectrum, interviewed by Al- 
Ahim Wedefy, seemed to be of two minds over 
their leaction. Suggesting that a Netaitya^Ied 
goveaunent in Israel by rejecting the land-fin^ 
peace princ^ie iqion wl^ die process is based, 
would totally derail ft; many neverfiwless were 
fest to argue that Netanyahn and Peres are “two 
sides of me same coin". But whatever their as- 
sessments of Netanyalm vemus Peres, there was 
a consensus among analysts and commentators 


that the time has come for a new and 
Arab peace strat^. 

ft was Netanyahn's extremism that won him 
fite dection, aighed pc^'(^ anal^ Mohamed 
Sid-Afamed Tbeiefae he has to keqi on actii^ 
file extremist right-wing leader." WfaM fnafegg 
file proqiei^ of Anb-Imteli peace even gloomi- 
er, he coatinue<l is the feet *ht ngw Taww^i 
leader believes fiiat the more mtiri w i ii gt ttia pos- 
ture, file better his p«s»tion will be at die nego- 
tiating table wife fee Arab parties. 

But for Ragab J^Banna, edftor-in-cfaiefoftfae 
national wed^ magawn*. Oeuber,.^ results of 
the Isradi dections signify .very Iftde. “What 
can Netanyahu do that Pe re s has not done al- 
ready," be adeed. Both and their parties, 

seek Isael's domination over die Arabs, he said, 
arguing that the Arabs should concentrate on 
consolidating thdr ranks and power in order, to 
oblige Isiad's leaders, wtioever they may be, to 


accept a jnst peace in the hfiddle East “Bd if 

file Aldbs do not would tartil 

change, or vrfiy would the US?" 

Ihe leader of the Democratic Nasserist Foty, 
^aeddmDawoud was shmlariy 
wife Netanydni's victory. "As a party, we (b 
not zeany.care ^x> is famig m itiigmr inland.- 
Any peace fiiat comes fiom the IsraeEs is no 
peace at aU, ft is our [Arab] surrender." 

Hie call issued on Satnntay Ity Egypl Syria 
an d^Saod i AnMa fix an gtpa*^ emmntt 
(tonforence instilled a note (rfoptinodam in the at- 

mo^im (ff deqxxxtan^. The opposition par- 
ties hail ed the summit^ vriiidi is to be (xmveoed 


on 21 June, as a pnqia' leynise to Isradi in- 
transigence nnahnn Sfank^ file leader (if the 
fa l a mirif Ocmtel Ldxmr Patty, was (jnoted by 
« party^s moudqneee AlShaab as welcoming 
thra^ ex p i e stou g “reserva- 
tions over Iraq sexchisioa. 

**5^AiabsiinimftIiasbecoineanaiminiisei£- 
Mo^ to meet is a reminder diat we are a siu^ 
force and a single nation. Hus is the bare mini- 
isuiiL The p(ipiilar demand is fint fins somraft 
fern and pnctical irfri<4i 

can be pursued on fee ground," said Shnkrl 


Underwater survey continues 

Breakvjgterejji^^ of submeged ruins off the site of the ancient Lighthouse of Alexandria. Haia Halim reports 


hi file wake of wide coverage in fiie media, a Frendi-Egyptian *«»«" 
of aicfaaedogista have resuned work cm the submerged mins off 
Qait B^ Fort in Alexandria. Strewn wife omre tfm 2,000 ar^ 
chaeologied dements, the inqiortanceof the site derives frnn its lo- 
cation (iff Pharos Ida^ wfam the Li^ifiiouse of Aioandzia once 
stood. 

The team, headed by Jean-Yves Eoqierair of the Centre d'Etudes 
Akxandrines (CEA), is eouriiiuiiig to ifeotogra p h, dcetch, map and 

film fiie^pieces of statues and masomy. This, the fiiN^ seas(» of the 
excavad^ also bolds fee jiirmiwe that several issoes concerning 
the fitfui e of the site will be resolved Already, the problem posed 
Ity a breakwater of scxne 180 concrete blocks ly^ over file an- 
tiquities has been solved wife the armouncement Ity the Supreme 
Courad of Antiqmties (SCA) fiiat fix blocks are to be znoveii (see 
AUAhram Featfy, 16-22 May). 

*T1ie coociete blocta are not gtxng to be cooqiletely raised fiom 
feeatdfatt>dQi08itodeIsewhmiiaaenntet;accotidb%tofiiBrBc- 
OBBtetetadans of a wodriiop to be hdd in file c(»aing weds to <le- 
dde 00 a strata to pnftect fi» ftnt while aUowing fee ar- 
chaecdogists to (mopteto thdr wed^" explained SCA Seeretaiy- 
Oeoeral Abdd-HalhnNonred(£n. 

The dedsian conies as a sahftaiy s^ of a more ^(ibal tpproadi 
to ooosBvatiaa vrithin the SCA. for it was d» SCA's 

that had enmmiasiflMd fiM ttem j M i ig of ^^rww-rpfri 

Uoda fiar file psotBCtioo of the 15fii oattnty Mamdnfce Qaft 6^ 
Ftti a few yen dea^ fiie feet tbai stfeoKsged ^ had 


kng been known to fee aufiaxiiies. It took a campaign, ^eariieaded 
by filmrngker Asuiaa El-Bakri, to persuade the SCA to put the con- 
struction of fee breakwater on bold while giving the archaeologists 
the go-abead to excavate. 

The removal of the wall of ccmcrete blocks will allow the team to 

fill in die biadfs in fiieir faqxigta p hkal stofy of fiie site, tracing pat- 
terns in the al^am^ of mdmeological eionenls observed in odier 
pa^ A case in point is file aumberofbn^ Aswan granite blocks 
tying undowater. Wife die anai^is of ma pf rm^ pf 

fe^te, it was noted that these granite bk)^ were oriented in a line 
be gimiiil g nmiiediately off the riiore ^ pnmtnig to the ncafiieasL 
This, togete wife their m a ssi ve size (i&agijig from SO to 75 
tonnes) indicatetl Bnqierea aq;Qed, fiat fii^ could oofy have feUa 
fiomahighalxuctiire — sodi as fiie li^idiouse. Given fint a oimber 
of fiiere granite Uoclte Ite mida fite hreakwats, its diananfiing win 
enable fite team to cooqilete thw soEv^ and stody of die Up(&s. 

FuEtbemxKe, sqments of statues previoasly raised from the site 
which lie under & breakwater can now be recovered. Indeed, ^ 
fai^ head of a Ptoleiity, raised for file bene fi t of French Fteridoit 
Jacques Chirac oo his viat to Egypt last spring, h^ been tiq^ed 
under fite bkieks. Tlte head ta afanost certai^ die one mat^mg the 
ttnso of a cotoasri male ataine raised last season, cfiriffibJean- 
Wtarw Cactemnaui of the Francais d'Aichollflfe^Sntele 
(IFAO). It is riso hoped, adds Enqierax, fiiatfiSi^mv^^^te 
to loc^ file tmsang feet of the oiloasal fomalda^tnB rai^^fiie 
catty ' 60s hy £va Knoal Abri-Saadat aaid fee 




Another issue to be resolved in the connnB weetn* ^ *♦«. r..i..._ ^ 

tfaesiteandtfaeniternflimri<iiteaiionfly ^tS jBtehcji Z f.^ S ^ii? 

wwe from te site tea autimm, haoiSoSfee^^ 


Dom tanpawir ana nassan JKi-BanniL a 
from Alexandria Umv^^^^Sfite 

mam watt, and the sitt be tnoied into S 


etaewfaere. However; leservatioqs have'beeo 
preged mclndiiig fee site's ate 


mittee is to atdnecfeigtats, ooea 









Press Day, freedom day 



rse 




MORE than 300 JbumallvCfr gaffierttd 
at tha baadquartera of the Pra aa 
Syndleata on 10 Juna to c alab ra ta 
the anidvaraary of the 
Exoaordlnary Genarai Asaambiy 
haM on that day laat yaar after the 
passing of the controversial Law 
93. Mona El-Nahhas atlendad. 

The loiiPiGoy ertabrathm began at 
11am and'lastad for Just an hour. 
Roses mid me mo rial, medals wore 
offered to the aesemhiod 
joumnllrfi, and press photo gr a|dis 
and politfeal cartoons dep ict in g the 
yearJong struggle for the rei ma l of 
Law 93 wore displayed. Instead of 
heneiiring laafUng Joumidisls, tha 
Syadloata Ceiaiell dacldad. that The 
Gen e r al Ansomhly Itself deserved 
to be honoured for Ks-loedlng rolo 
during tMo omeial year. 

Speakoro from the ^fhdcato^ 
Council hailed the courageous 
positioa of syndicate chairman 
Ibrahim NaHe during the d e b^ e of 
the draft press law at Gie Shura 
Connell. Nafle had epokenp they 
said, for tho great mpfortty of 


Joamallste. 

Nafle, meanwhile, praised the 
efforts of the General Assembly 
during Its seven eoctreordlnary 
soeslons. While defending the 
rights of Joarnallsts, the General 
Asseaddy had resorted to dialoguo, 
the only ehrtliaod mnans of 
'eommuideatlon. In an attenmt to 
negot ia te wNh state Institiitleas, 
Nafle said. Ho added that the 
assemhly^ffi p r e ss coda of ethics 
was a earehd balance of 
Journalists^ rights and duGes. 

In Nane*S riew, the unifiod stanes 
ado p ted by Journalists in June 1995 

was evMenoo teat *we ere capita 
of defending the freedom of the 
prase, 'which has been subjected to 
one of the most difficult crises hi 
He histery”. 

Former Press Syhcflcato clHdnhan 
Kamel Zofiafri also spoke on hshnlf 
of tho Gmwral A asom bly, praising 
He ^‘oouragedus attitnde wMIe 
defending pres s freedom, and Its 
uns tin t in g effer te to repeal Law 
93.» 



Nafie, chairman of the Press Syndicate is presented with a rose 


Debate by scenario? 


Discussions in the People's Assembly and Shura Council 
on a new press law have left journalists convinced that 
their demands will not be met reports Gamal Essam Ei-Din 


Journalists have decided to escalate 
their protest against a draft press law, 
when it became dear that file draft 
would be ratified the People's As- . 
sembly on Saturday without the amemt 
iriwntg fiiey demandecL' ' 

The draft law was p rqi are d by a joint 
co m mittee of jounnlists and legpl ex- 
perts, set iqi on file mstractions « Pres- 
ident Hosm Mubarak in ah efi^ to de- 
fuse file tension which etqp^\m Mt^ 
last year between journalists ^ file 
govonment fbUowmg fiie pasd^ of 
Law 93, which inqioses harfii pen&es 
for publication ofiebces: ' ^ 

Ihe Shura Coundl has already de--. 
bated file draft once, and retDmed .it to 
President MnbaraL The draft was fiieo 
letmned to the coundl, vtdnch approved 
the completed draft wedL- It has- 
also been apnoved 1^ the People's As- 
sembly's Ciutore Committee, a prelude 
to a ddwte in the full Assembly. 

DiscusdoDs m both fiie Shura Coundl 
and the Culture Connwi tteg hawi left 
journalists d^ly frustrated and sad- 
dened 1^ the taodty of oppositioii to 
fiinr cause, with a tnajonty of both 
bouses insistiDg that the draft law 
should be apprm^ without ai^ of the 
amendments suggested by journalists 
The journalists’ demwivlg for amend- 
ments had been ignored by the com- 
mittee ndiicb caiginally drw up fiie 
draft. First and foremost among these is 
the repeal of Law 93 as a w£)le. ‘Ihe 
only remaining article of fiie dd law. 
Article Two, allows fra: the im- 
prisonment ofjooriia]^ frirpuhlicatioa^. 


ofibnees. Journalists believe fiiat these of- 
‘ ftaices should be pHniatiaMe by. fiwea only, 

However the council leftm to con- 
sider these dammds, deqnte fiie argn- 
ments of joumalist deputies that long-term 
imprisoninent for publicatioo ofieoces 
•was a draconian Tn ew sTt rr out of line with 
inctioe in oflier countries, and that witfar 
om freedom of fiie press fiiere could be no 
freedom in sode^ as a v^le. 

“Ibis law is by DO ««««« a frill sotutioo 
to our case," commented Ibrahim Na^ 
fthawman' Ptess Syiuficate and a 

Smia Council member. *1 had hoped that 
I would be going to the [Press Syndicate] 
.General Assembly to announee fiiat the 
proviskms of Law 93 had been removed 

that twi i M of tmjwiwwmeiit and ■Rneff 

had been reduced and that the nlgbtmaie 
of Law 93 ms fisaDy over. We all were 
deqily disqipdated." 

. Ihe seemii^y unbridgeable gap be- 
tween joumalist dqnities and other mem- 
bers of the Sbura Council, revealed in the 
first Shura Council ddrate, praaqrted Ma- 
fic to request the iatervention of President 
Miibaidc to act as the final arbiter. 

While die first day of file Shura Coon- 
dl's. second debate passed relatively 
peacefully, there was a severe cladi on 
the second day as file debate moved on to 
discBssicHi of penalties for pnl:£catioa of- 
feoces- The most vocal cqipositioD to the 
Journalists came from lawyers, and the 
clasli was aggravated by die feet fiiat local 
newroqier criticism of Shura Council 
nmnibeis' on jonmalists seemed to 

have led those members to become even 
frnlbereal^^ 


Several law mofessois insisted fiiat the 
di^ was well balaiyed, giragitiiig freedom 
to '’serious" jonrsalists while nurintaining 
die privacy of individuals. These members 
refitted to consider journalists’ requests to 
inclu^ an oqilicit statement in ^ draft 
to ^ effect fiiat Law 93 was repealed. 

'The law is progressive in the sense fiiat 
h guarantees reqxmsible freedom to tiie 
press, and it is in terms of fiiat it 

u highly concerned with cooidinatiDg be- 
tween the leqxnsible freedom of the press 
and other freedoms in society as a whole," 
asserted Mahmoud N^uib Hosni, an ap- 
pointed Shura Conodl member pro- 
fessor of criminal law at Cairo Univer^. 

Hosni, ^0 is mairied to Fawria Abdel- 
Satlar, former chairwoman of the People's 
Assembly's legislative and Cmistitutional 
Connmttee, which played a major role m 
passing Law 93, mnplMgiwH fiiat the new 
law would take precedence over older 
laws wiiidi cooliadicted it There was, 
thoofrir^ no need for a clear statoment of 
Law 93's repeal, he said. 

However, Rifhat El-Said, an appointed 
member and sec r et a iy-gen^ of the left- 
ist Tagammu Party, confronted Hosni widi 
a pifoUshed statement by parliamentary 
^ireker, Pafid Sorour, in wMcb he stated 
that the new law did not repeal Law 93. 
‘’So why not let us relax and lay our 
doubts to rest wifii an explicit text that re- 
peals Law 93?" asked El-Said. 

Seldna Found, an qipointed council 
monber and a journalist at Al~Ahram, em- 
phasised that “foe press has always existed 
for sake of the people and I don't 
.think fiiat President Muteiak would ever 


sp p p o rt a law that aimed to foment dis- 
cord.” 

Jo urnalists were confronted with un- 
yielding oppt^on from foe lawyers' 
gamp when it came to attempting to 
(foahge clttpters three, four, and five of 
the draft, tftled reflectively “Journalists’ 
duties**, *Disciplinfflg journalists'*, and 
“Crimi^ reqxmsiWity in press of- 
feactt". 

The lawyers' camp were supported by 
Moliamed Ra^b, leader of the p^a- 
meotaiy majority of the ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) in the Council, 
who adamantiy refitted any changes, call- 
ing upon members to approve foe articles 
as tfa^ had been drafts by the com- 
mittee. 

On Article 21, for exa^le, which bans 
journalists froin pihiiching details about 
the private life of citizens, bofo Mafic and 
Sekma called for an amendment allowing 
‘journalists to deal wifii the private lives 
of dtizens as long as it is not wifii the in- 
tention of harming their lives." Hosni re- 
sponded by arguing fiiat this article must 
remain because it protecied the sanctity of 
private life. 

However, the severest confiomation 
was over Article 43. This article limits the 
police’s right to search journalists' work- 
places. maldng it subject to an order of 
foe Prosecutor Oenerri. Journalist mem- 
bers Naiie and Seldna wanted to extend 
fins Umit to searching the homes of jour- 
nalists, but their proposal was vebesnently 
opposed. 

According to Hosni, such a change 
would be-unemstitutioi^, “because it is 


discriminatory and gives journalists a 
privilege at die expense of other pro- 
fessions''. 

This triggered a storm of protest from 
the journalists' camp. ‘This is the strang- 
est eiqslanatioD 1 haw ever heard. Do we 
stop being journalists when we go' to 
home?" argued Anis Mansour, an f>- 
pointed member and a veteran JounialisL 
“1 have published more than 140 bot^, 
and all of them were written at home... If 
we take this article as h is, rt means that 1 
have never been a journalist We don’t de- 
serve t^ kind of injustice." 

Seldna argued that the council’s refusal 
to approve the change “coniimis tbm most 
of ^ lawyers here do not understand the 
true mwinmg of joumaHsm". 

Frustrated by fiie councQ's refiori to 
amend this article. Mafic accused council 
members of acting in accordance with a 
‘Nvell-arranged scenario". 

“Please do not let us think that you are 
merely approving what has been decided 
in advance," addad Taggamu's El-Sadd. 

Meanwhile, the People's Assembly's 
Culture Cotmnittee also approved the 
draft press law with no-amerutoents, after 
experiencing a similar confrontation be- 
tw*een joun^sts and other comnuttee 
members, most of (hem lawyers. The 
committee rejected most of the amend- ■ 
menis prc^ios^ Ity Ayman Mour, a Waf- 
dist joumalist while Mohamed Oiiweili, a 
lawyer, and Mohamed Moossa, a lawyer 
who beads the Assembly's Constitutitmal 
and Legislative committee, rejected any 
amendments, emphasising, that die' law 
was balanced,, mtegrated and pragressive. „ 



Mnstafii Kamal Helmi 




Press Syndicate Council resigns in anger 


IbndSn Mafie 


The 12-member Press Syndicate CouncD 
announced its resignation on 10 Jurat as 
the Press Syndiraite was eddnating 
Pr^ D^, marking file first anniversaxy 
of fiieir ttistorie General Assembly ufoen 
hundreds of journalists to 

protest Law 93, the press law ufidch had 
been pusltod tbou^ pariiament just 
weeks befiice. 

Council members said their Testgna- 
tiMi was a (Kdest against the failure of 
file legislrazve insti&aicos to incorporate 
any of the amendments proposed ity 
jonmalists into the draft of a new press 
law' Hrst among these demands is the 
rep^ofLaw93. 

The draft law, wifiioot the journalists* 
atnendments, v^ approved tty file Shura' 
Counefi fins aid is expected to get 

file fittti ffipraval of (be Pecqite's As- 
sembly onSatinday. 

Most jonmalists .qiproved of the in- 
dicate coup's dedsion, viewing it as 
the least that could be done in the cir- 
cumstances. Althou^ the resignation 
was announced on Mood^ pre- 
sented to the Press Syndicate's General 
Assembty yeriierdaQ/, it will be discussed 
durmg & General Assenbly to be hdd 
foliowing file ddiate of ite draft press 
law at ite People's Assembly, membera 
of the coond said. 

Ibrahim Mafie^ who annouDced his 
own resignation -as syndicate chairman, 
brfore yesterday's Gen^ Assemlriy, 
f-allaJ TTpnm counal mem b er s to eontimie • 
pCTfbrming fii^ ditties until that dale. 


Amid growing dismay over failure to reach a compromise with the government over a draft press 
law, the Press Syndicate Council announced a collective resignation, reportsMona Ei-Nahhas 


' Meaiibets of die indicate council said 
they had taken sudi a stqi out of respect to 
joimialtes, who had put (hefr trust is (he 
conneiL Tte c()UDcfl promised joinrial- 

ists that a balanced press law would be 
readied by means of dialogue. Haviiig 
^ed to B^'eve this, ooura^ members feh 
that resignation was “file only honourable 
course. 

Th^ syndicate cooncO's deputy chair- 
insn,-|G^ Riaw, speddng to Al-Ahram 
Wed^ befrvB yesterday’s General As- 
semb^, said: T am sure our stance will be 
^qneaated by file xnqority of journalists. 

fiu govontn^s hosile attitude, we 
fbund no other option but to declare our to- 
tal opposition to this draft, which under- 
mines press freedom. Hist^ will record 
that the cunrent ooudcQ abided by its word 
and did not betray the trust of joumaliris." 
Eissa hoped that tbdr step would have a 
tangible effect on tiie Pec^le’s Assembly 
ddnteoftbedrafr. 

Council member Raga'i EI-Ntagfiaiii 
said that the resignatioo was a true re- 
flection of the resentment fob by most 
jonroafistt at fiie pa^cy of procrastination 
adtqrted by file gove rnm ent in its tackling 
of ^ issue of file press law, particularly 
the feet fiat. “After a one-year stzu^le, 
the g ov ecum ent has refused to eimlicitly 
rqieal. the coolroveraial Law 93." He 


hoped that the resignations would em? 
harass goveminent officials and lead them 
to abaadon fiietr hostile pohey (gainst jour- 
nalists. 

Others were not so optimistic. Another 
member of the council, Ifriiya Qallash, did 
not foresee any effective government re- 
action. “In the absence of true democratic 
principles, something like this could hardly 
lead to anything new,” Qallash com- 
meaited. 

Sources close to foe council members 
said that the dedsioD to resign had not 
been made on the spur of foe moment 
Some council members had seriously con- 
sidered resignation a week ago; they later 
gained the support of the remaining mem- 
bers, vfoo agreed that efforts to reach a 
compromise with the government bad 
fiiled. 

In a statement issued immediately fol- 
lowing the submissiem of the council's col- 
lective- resignation, members expressed 
tfa^ qipreciation (tf the boiorable stance 
by syndicate c hairman Mafie during 
the deb^ of the draft at the Shura Coun- 
cil. 

Promineot journalists viewed the coun- 
cil’s resignatioo as a necessacy means of 
pressure, taken only when all other av- 
enues ended in deadlock. Because di- 
alogue had felled, journalists should adopt 


other strategies, they advised. 

Gamal Badawi, efotor-in-chief of the op- 
podti(Ki newspaper Al-ffeffd, said that fins 
serious step showed the deg^ of frustra- 
tiem felt be journalists. “After going 
through all the proper and legal channels, 
we have to admit that it was nothing but a 
waste of time," he said. "So, if we were 
now to lose our tenqier, and act in a rather 
irrational way, we shouldn't be blamed 
The government has cornered the journal- 
ists and forced them to resort to methods 
like these." 

Al-Ahmm's renowned columnist and for^ 
mer member of foe syrafreate council Sal- 
ama Ahmed SaJama said fiat the resigna- 
tions indicated that journalists bad 
deqiaired of achieving a new law that 
would meet their demands and take Egypt 
into the 21st century. In the light of the 
current political atmosphere, Salama said, 
it would be extremely difficult to expect 
any positive reaction to the journalists* ac- 
tion. “On the contrary, it may lead to a 
much more stubborn policy on die part of 
the government", he predicted 

Journalist Sekina Fouad, who is also a 
member of the Sbura Council, does not 'be- 
lieve that the resignations will provide any 
leverage against foe government “All it 
does is erqjress foe state of despair per- 
vading the council, especially after foe at- 


Seldna Fonad 


Ai-Azhar bans 
The Truth of the Veil 


titude adopted by the Sbura Council mem-, 
hers, who are supposedly responsible for 
protecting the fveb," she said 

However, leftist writer Salah Eissa wel- 
comed the council's decision. TVe’re ip 
fevour of all forms of protest, because we 
do not have any ofoer means left. I think 
this is the first in a series of measures 
which should be taken, including sh-ins 
and strikes." 

Hussein Abdel-Razeq, edhra‘-in-chief of 
Al-Yasar (L^) magaMne predicted foat , 
the forthcoming battle between journalists 
and foe government would be very fierce, 
because Journalists will never accqtt a law 
that mu^es the press , god undermines 
tbeirri^ts. — • 

And, in a protest action bound to es- 
calate an alrredy heated simatjon, dozens 
of journalists started an opdi-ended srt-in 
at the headquarters of their s^idicate on 
Monday. The indicate *s coun^ members 
joined the sit-in following yesterday’s 
General Assembly. Mafie said thu jour- 
nalists bad every right to take such axL'acr 
tion, which was a reasonable resptmse to 
their current situation, as long as tb^ did 
not violate the law. 

Meanwhile, national newqrqier editors- 
in-chief issu^ a joint statement on Mon- 
day calling on the People's Assembly to 
take journalists’ demands into consideia-, 
tion wlule discusring the draft law. Le^ 
era of opposition parties and the Legal Aid 
Centre for Homan Ri^ts have also isrii^ 
statemeats declaring their siq^rt for ef- 
forts to repeal Law 93. 


A former judge says that an order by 
Al-Azhar to confiscate his book on 
the veil is tantamount to an incitement 
for militants to assassinate him. 

Omayma AbdrI l.afff investigates 


A new erisis ha^'lmkieD oitt bHween Al-Ari^ and 
suppoiteis of fieedran of expressioD frillowiiig an 
Al-Aahar decree that a book by fismer judge Said 
B-Ashmawi, dealing wifo fiie questiOT of the 
whedia the veil is oUigataiy for Muslim wranen, 
riioold be banned. 

(teiar El-aastewisi, directs of fiie office of 
Grand Sbeikb of Al-Azhar Mohamed Sayed Tan- 
tawu c(»finned'fiBt A]-Azhar*s Translation and 
Publishing Depntnieitt had reviewed the book; 7%e 

Truth rfthe Fei/, and demded it riioald be banned 

because it *^ 0 Dtmns fragrant reli^oQs mistake^. 

Bastawisi foat the Transhtiem and PubliriiiiH 

j^epartment was lesponsiUe for examining afi 
boSs 4i«iKng wifo Islamic ism and deddmg 

whefiier they should lanain on 
The dupote between Aafamawi' and Al-Azhar took 

anofiicr tarn W ■sreck vrtia poliw w i^exa^ 

nided a bootup and. cbnfi^M copies of file 
book- Lete! sources said the police had actM on 
fo^ownhiilfefrve, without a court radCT. Fra a 

book to be confiscated, a case must be filed agnnst 

its author. vAddi has to be amroyed ^ the co^ 
The court then auflionscs fiie book to & t ricen out 
^droalatkn. fo Ashmargs eye, the seurw said, 


Al-Azhar de- 


cree, bttt he did not reveal how be would , go aboitt 

it T will decide how and. ^riien.1 win respraid to all 

this ihite^c," be said. 

Publiriied in Jtme 1995, The rnttft FerV is a 
(tollectiQnofartides'uiiid'qq»eared m the weeUy 
Rose EI-Youss^ magazine . The bode also contains 
file reqxmse made Tantawi, vdio was fiie Muffi 
of Egypt at foe timd in which be refitted Ashmawi's 
atgumenls OD file 

- The feet that the material had already been pub- 
lished has caused Ariim^ to question «foy Al- 
Azhar devdoped an- interest in it only after it ap- 
peared in book fixm. ' ' 

In tte bock, Aabnawi . twyi** there is no re- 

ligious tejtt or JuuRA (sayings of die Pr^bet Mo- 
himed) ufoidi desriy states dim the veil is eom- 
pulsray for all Mi^hn women. The Qur’aztie text in 
rdatioQ to fins TOfy^i ASbmawi cla^, only refers 
to . the wives of foe prophet, vito are i ig tr u ded to 
veil because of their statns, ^ not to ^ Muslim 

. women. . ' 

He argues that the vefl has becrane a political, 
tafixrlten a reBjpous issue, “bqictting file veU on 
Mhslsn womea-no'yi&ys b a potitical statemei^ 
to Htetffigiwah Ihose WOlBBn whO tO IsfeSUC 

groups m»i those ufiio do not," Ashmawi wrote. 

' According to the book's piiibliriier, Mobsned 


Madbouli, no ccqiies have been confiscated in Cairo. 
He added that 10,000 ermes had been sold so frir. 

Ashmawi believes that Al-Azhar's action has 
made him a target fitt militant attack. “By con- 
fiscating my bodes, ftey [Al-Azhar] are inciting 
young men to assasrintee me," Ashmawi said. “The 
dep art ment fiiat ordered fiie ccmfiscation of my book 
has DO legal framdatioa" 

But Sheikh Ali Ei-Kboli, a member of fiie Fatwa 
(edict) of Al-Azfaar denied that foe Mus- 

lim world's oldest instituion of leanung was seeking 
to incite violence against Ashmawi 
‘*We are a g^tnef the tnilnig of any frunuin beii^ 
and we believe tiim members of mifitant groiq» are 
mindereis and ennwnata, wto give people like Ash- 
niBwi an excuse id criticise Islam." Ife added fiiat 
Al-Ariiar's duty, was to state the truth and to guide 
the p^lealoi^ foe tbftt it b not our job 

to incite the kO^ of mtocent people." 

El-Kholi desciibixi Ariunawi’s writings as “an oi^ 
gimiMd campaign Islam", istfaer an 

tti ffl, to |ttovi<fe a better underst an ding of die re- 

lia^ 

Thb b not the first emfiontation between Al- 

Edited by Wadie Kirolos 


Azhar and Ashmawi. During Cairo's 1992 Inter- 
national Bodi Fair, a number of Al-Azhar scholars 
aOempted to inqilonent a banz^ order by Al- 
Azhar’s Fatwa Committee against five of Ash- 
mawi's books, askhig stal^ldm at the book fair to 
remove the books from their shelves. Their move 
caused widespread protests by inteDecbials, and 
Piesidem Hosni Mutoiak intovened perstmaliy to 
reverse Al-Azhar’s order. 

Id June 1995, the State Council's 

Administrative Court ruled fiiat AI- , 

Azhar had 00 authority to ban file pub- 
lication or distribution of books and 
other works of art, without recourse to 
tiiecouits. 

And Mahmoud a lawyer at 
die ^)ptian Oiganbation for Human 
Ri^its, confirmed fire view fiat Al- t- 21( 

Arfwr d e cr e es lepresotted a leligjoos 
opiniemrafirer than a direct order. - 

‘There is no court order to erai- 
fiacate the boedt and you cannot ban it 2-Tha 
just because afoftMi was issoed,” Kan- 
dilsBid. 

Lawyer Ahmed Seif El-lslam Has- [3 

sanE]rBanna,8lead^nKiiiberoflfae ■ ■■■jrt 

outlawed Muslim Brot h eifaood, said v 


he was opposed to banning boidcs, e\'en if they con- 
taiired anti-Islamic views. ELBacma, who b also a 
member of the Comnuttee for Defeiidiiig F ree d om 
of ETqnession, Thought and ^liefsaid: riiould 

reach the sta^ udien if we food a boede vrindi U 
counter to our beliefs, we boycott it instead of bau- 
mng it The of w^te of art ritoold be 

stoppbd,” El-Bamia said. He eniphasbed, however, 
flat Islmbts must abo have fire nA to ieqx»d to 
views which run counter to thdr btee& 


TWO Deluxe Flats In Aiewamf ria 

1- 210 Abdet Salam Aref St., Loran 
Sea-View - 11th floor, Luxuriously 
himish^, 320 m2 

2- Tharwart area, 250 m2, a 250 m2 roof, 
SOt floor, luxuriously furnished 

-—I For more details: 03/5862318 1— 





* 4 Interview 



The Arab summit m##ting which will be hosted 
by ^ypt on 21 Jane b the first such meeting in 
six years. Whnt are file impficathms of staging a 
smBinit at fids parficnlar time? Why has Arab 
public opinion been moMDsed now? Can we say 
once again that it b Israel that drives the Arabs 
to combine forces? 

I thmlc that's a very p er t in ent question. [It is] a' 


xtioD niiich has to be responded to quite care- U ps 
[y, because the percqjtion is tiib a with 


OectiaD of reality. First of all, Arab cchmtfies -and' 

Egypt in particular have been woddrig mwaids de^ . 
vcloping a wider Arab consensus ott inter-Arab af- 
&irs, and closer and more effective Arab channels: 
of communication, for a number of-years. One tut-' 
ample was the Ale xandri a inparthe summit in Do* 
cember 1994 between Syria, SauA Arabia ami 
Egypt ArKrdier opportunity was die SOdi ace 
niversaiy of the Ar^ League and the speech ^ven 
by PreskleDt Midmak: on diat occasion, wbt^ho 
eiw|*ed««d clearly the need for Anb>Aidi icbop-- 
eration. The point being made then and the pomt 
being made now was not if tbb coopetadon is di- 
rected against anybody in particular or against Is- 
rael ^leafically, but rather diat cooperatiaa is an 
inpe^ve for Arab interests. It also hsplies that 
cooperating and developing better means of con- 
sultation b i mp erative to resolve Arab-Andi dis!- 
putes and problems and to enable die Arabs to con- 
sult with each other as they assess new r^onal 
situadons or new intecnatuHial developments. Mor^ 
over, diere are numetous intemationa! develop- 
ments vAich warrant an Arab poddm, althoii^ an 
Arab s ummi t per se has bem our otgectiye for 
some dme. But, it is irrgiortBnt to r e i terate that .the 
summit is not directed at Israel 
On ^ otoer land it is quite normal to expect this 
Arab s ummit to discuss, among other tfamga, the 
peace process in die Middle which has been 
tbroogh A latfaer difGcult jdiase over die liA. 
lew ittondis, after some sigr^cant successes on die 
Palestinian and the Jordanian tracks. There have 
been many developnieiits and it is quite normal 
quite togi^ and I believe beneficial for the Arab 
countries, to consider and assess the peace process 
and disci» how tfa^ can advance h. 

Why now? Why wasn't h possible before? The 
two main issues to bc dealt widi at the coileFeiiM 
win be die peace 
proc e ss and bow to 

‘The convBning <tf the 
t summit is some 

achievement in itseif. 

tfarood a dimcuh _ . - _ * 

phase. Op to other DGcausB hotamg toB 

for more effective summit innespectfve of its 

possibie r^uits leHects 
fact that there are 

over the last iiw COmmOH intOFBStS fH thO 

Amb woridm Wb shaii try to 
^i^ discuss issues of common 
concerns Whether thoy are 

iSde^o/inS: the peace process or 
cats be^ tiK^ whether they are ■■ 

peace process arid mtorArab issuos we need 

Arab-Aiafa coop- to taik — and that’s a very 

important strate^ 

.and diat's why it*s 
possible now. But 
'the Arab summit 

has sot been called to discuss widt the pe^ pro- 
cess nor to .deal widi Aiab-Aiab intere^ 
alone. I would argue diat it is a very coistiuctive 
iand positive stqi, laifaerfhao somedting wfaidi 

'Heed alarm people. 


wonld take some tune to organise. Snddoily we 
have an Ai^ summit at last Why? 

Again my answer is that the p erception is different 
reality. On the one I dkm't i^ree widi 
you. I don't believe that the Shami Ei-Shdldi meet- 
ing was convened only for Israel. It was convened 
for the peace process. If that helps Israel not? 
Israel ispatt of the peace process. And as long as it 
part of ^ peace process diexe's nothing wrong , 
with lAiing Israel Egypt has concluded ai peace . 
treaty Israel We are trying to establish a com- 
prdwnqve peace between Israel and the Arab coun- 
trte. *Ste Shaim El-Shcikh meeting was meant to 
help peace process. It was meant to help both 

^^are two foctors that led to die convening of 
die ftd|icoii^g summit die peace process 
baa beoi going through a difGcult phase. Second, 


were'^tnoving towards final s^ement issu^ 
to be assessed clearly and which in- 
volve iumy different Arab parties, whereas in pre- 
vious summit meetings die focus was more on die 
process of negxitiating and building confidence in 
order to deal vndi firm settlement issues. Now we 
are moving towards those final issues and diere is a 
need for Anb-Anfo cooinihation. 

You'D recall tint even before the Israeli elections, 
Egypt ctmvened a triparti te meetii^ between die 
Palestinians ^ Jordanians with Egypt as a host 
Wity did we do that? Becaure it was im p ort aot to 
deal oommon issues between dw Palestinians 
8^ the Jonfanlans related to final setdement issues. 
^ as Israel is an int^ral part of die peace process 
it is consequendy a party to aity activity fhst deals 
with the peace proo^ Hie final negotrations in- 
volve more dian die [rmroediate] negotiating parties 
but many other countries. Ifyou lot^attbe refiigee 
problem in partcular fhere are the Palestinian ref- 
ugees who reside in four or five Arab countries, if 
not mqre. The host countries ate all part of that is- 
sue. if you look at the Jerusalem issue die same ap- 
friies [to religious reasons]. You have the same sit- 
uation'lf you look at the security issue in general It 
involves not <mly the two or t hr e e parties diiecdy 
invdv^ but many other countries. So both die na- 
ture of the peace process and the phase h has now 
readied mate it imperative to have wider oonsuhar 
dons. Secondly, we tot tiiat the peace process was 
■ greting into a very dff- 


ficuh and tense phase, 
so it was iuip o r t au t to 
ns as Arabs to consult 
with eadi other. The 
way to resolve differ- 
ences and compare 
notes is to have wider 
consnltations between 
the Arab countries. 
But tins is only one 
track or one item on 
die agenda of the Arab 
summit. The other is 
the need to better 
Arab- Arab coop- 
eration and co- 
ordination on issues 
which do not nee- 
essarOy rdate to Isr^ 
<firecdy. 

So 1 would argue 
thal yes, diere is are- 
iflririfKhip btfween die 
oostyening of the 

SQD^Ut 

and die peace imoeess, 
and dierefore Israel as 
a party to die peace 
process. The summit 
is being hdd now be- 
cause of elements 
lated to the peace pro- 


flar to die Organbafion of African Unity’s an- 
noal summit meetings. If there are differences 
betw^ the Arabs, then fiiese difitoeaces mnst 
be ironed out, otfaenvlse the proUems wfil con- 
tinue. Bhu this point been raised in file couf- 
mniwfariions between Egypt and the other Arab 
states? 

That's also an important question because I thinlr 
we should not overstate expectations. But it is dro.. 
inqxwlant not tb'belitde dte valtie orttte inqxKl^oe'; 
of the summit You yomself asked die question: 
udiy the gumrnrt and wdty now? 

the convening of die summit is some achieve- 
ment in itself because bedding the summit ii> 
respective of its possible results reflects the feet di^ 
there are common interests in die Arab world. We 
shall try to discuss issues of common concetn. 
Whedier tli^ are die peace process or whedier they 
me inter-Ai^ issues we ne^ to talk — and dial’s a 
veiy im potia m t strategy. We have not had a wider 
AiSb summit for a long time. So die call to a sum- 
ntit is in itself an aduevement and the convoiiiig of 
dte sumnut wfll also be an achievement. But we wffl 
not be satisfied siiiqiiy witii dial even tbou^ I be- 
lieve that diey are two major adiievements. We are 
realistic in tfafloking we cannot eiqiect to discuss and 
resolve aU issues related to the pem process or re- 
lated to Ar^Arab conceins mdun a two-dtty pe- 
lioiL FoitiieaDore there wiU always be new iraues 
that will emerge on the peace process on die Arab 
fionl and therefore t^iat we would like to see is the 
co n ference conduding by laying down the founda- 
tions to an **Arab manifesto'' on how to develop 
better strategies. 

What is foe Arab position concerning die peace 
{uocesS? How do we reaffirm die Arab positioa? 
Ihen how wiU Arabs consult [whfa each other]? 
And how wiD they tbe mechanism that ex- 

ists widiin the Ar& League to Arab-Arab consulta- 
tion and conflict resolution mechanisms. You queu- 
ed the president as saying that we were loddng to 
a process rather than for immediate or. concrete re- 
st^ Our objectives are mine mhatantiai than 
I drink wdut we would like to do is to develop a 
fbundatiim and a real process to continuing di- 
alogue, by boldii^ meetings at approp drte level: in 
odier words boldmg technical meetings, miaistoriai 
mee tin gs or summit meetings. Perscmally, I den't 
believe k is necessary to hold a series of [hap- 
hazard] owTwnita OT ministerial meetjnge. Bui there 
has to be a process of r^ubr consultation. We have . 
to meet as often as is necessary and at foe qmraprai- 
ate level and to p rmre our worie diorot^dy and 
dien raise h to die political level before a decision is 

taken 


Again it's io^XHtant to make two points here: Fitsi 
Egypt is lo ninng forward to die time wte all Arab 
countries can sit together and ocmsult on issues of 
common mterest and concern. We want to involve 
all the Arab countries — hitthKHnjg Iraq. That is why 
die preddent said on his return fiom Damascus that 
in piiDC^le everybody is invited but that we wonld 


postpone die Iraqi invitaxioD for the time beii^ 
We’ie looldbg tovnuds the completepart i citwtiCTi m 


I foink [they are feiriy] w*mgl ndatioos. 1 don't be- 
fieve ibat diete’s any need for a go-between be- 
tween and ban. ^yptum and Iranian officuds ' 
meet in i i tfw na t i hnal conferences and there's no 
ne^tolraveago-betwOTtoeasetensknis. - 
We're not adversaries exdier at hssrnot dseedy. 
WldxHir a doubt die relatitHis could be better 
hope^y drat w31 be realised in time. 




all Atabjcoqptrfes at an a i qm^mare^ase pri ifie ^r^e^pqptetf tX the mmsit meeth^ par- 


ture]. The second pi^ — and fois again is cdo- 
sistent in bur poli^ and has been fiequendy re- 
stated — is that we^ tiying to build a wider Arab 
consensus. We agree, and we've admitted that over 
the last two years to Arab world had reached a 
point vitoie it became very difficult to convene all- 
Aiab summits. But we gradually built our contacts 
and are netwodring to try to develcqi a wider Arab 
consensus. This te week albiie we saw ^ypt be- 
mg paity to t^ateral and tiilateial sunmrits arid nrin- 
iste^ meetings. Uris is a dear indication diat we 
are working very carefoDy to develop an Arab con- 
sensus. But at ^ point it was not possible to in- 
volve Iraq as a particqiant in to sumoiil 


And what abont the invitalte to Sndan to attend 

top Arah swinmi* 

Our position is diat the particqiatioa or to lack of 
paiticipatuxi cS a paitkailar Ardi country doesn't 
mean that issues relatied to (hat country have 
changed. This summit will not solve aU dm Arab 
problems, b's unrealistic to oqiect that If that was 
to case then fiankly to pnfole^ would not be diat 
serious. The partictyants are coming becai^ they 
are Arab countries. The pres e n ce of one country 
doesn't mean that foe problems concerning that 
country have been lesotv^ And vice versa, to ab- 
sence of one country does not mean that it w31 be 

permanently disent from Arab summit meetings. 


tieidatty r^araii^'its reoiimmendafioiiS? Is file 
finrf coinminiiqae goiiig to be regarded as a 
worldly p^ier, a dcclanrtioii, or practical rec- 
ommendations? 

We i^en^t yet concluded aityfou^ We're ravaged. 
ID intaosive digraiggioiw apd we’re trying to devdep 
a foonat for to discustioos as wefl as to stiucture 
for to results foat'vrifi emerge fixsn theria. Let'iae. 
say dris howewT: I’m more iutexested in seeing a 
process befog estafaPdied at dris meetix^ foan 
tually seemg.a declaration with a reaffinnatitm;OC 
princqiles. ]&yii^.sa]d foat foey ’re not xnntiralty a- 
chisive. We’U sixncuire to 'meeting to aOow nt-aa 
open, canfod, busfoess-like exchan^ which wffi al-. 
low cbnshructive discussion. We d Ma cfore are trying 
to make foe conference useful and to rihow bow we' 
.have advanced to Aiab-Azab dtalry^, As 
said, holding to confeieace is an adrievemeot in it- 
sett but I want to go beytind tot I want it to be a 
use^ oo pfe rence.in its conteot as wdl as its syn^' 
boUsm. . . ■ ’ ‘ 


' If we can establish a process vifoere we have coif, 
tinuous discusaflo. dien that will be to seo^ uif' 


pQrtant adrievenmiL If and vriien we to pitt 

tog^ier a ranchldfog dnenmpnt of tbe 

then that wiU be the third level of aefaievemBnt 1 
drink it is important to allow to* occur 

first and foen to decide on how best to reflect foenu'i 


I don't want to s^ tot s umm its wfaiefa took place 
in to past were ndther rational or useful All I'm 


cess and therefore 
elements in which Israel has a role to play. These 
ate issues of vital inteiest to Israel Another element 
to summit relates to Ar^Aiab dis- 

eussibas per re ^ has nodring to do widi Istad. 


The Sharm El-Sbdkh summit was attended by 
Arab and world leaders. But it was described as 
■h that was essentially for Israel's ben- 

efit For months, Fftsideiit Bosni Mubarak liad 
been asked if he wonld mgam an all-Arab 
smninit meeting. Mubarak had repikd that it 


Wbat do you envisage for tbe forth- 

comiiic irnnf"*** meeting and its afiennatii? Is it 
a brainstonaii^ session or is tiiere gdng to be a 
PwntfiMiity of coHaboratioD on a r^nlar basis? 
President Mubarak has been caDiag for the con- 
vening of Arab smnmits on a r^nlar basis shn- 


sayipg is that there are significant sew rfiatianyf 
On to international level too, there wUl hcqiefiilly 
be a new regional situation [lasting] peace is 
to Middle East These diaUcD^ warrant a mrae 
effective inocess of consuttatiou between foe Arab 
countries to develop thdr own mterests. I would 
like to describe to summit as a recoofirmatiMi of 
Arabs’ interest in wrskmg togedier. 

Arab summits bad been so infiequent in to past 
Maybe to «Mwnj^nn is that Arabs meet only when 
there's a major crisis. And it is an assusqihon to 
wfaidi we are paitiaUy to Uame, and <ae wlridi we 
should ronedy with more fiequoit craisultatioQS. I 
drai't see Aiab-Aiab nwvtiiigs as being anti-Israeli. 
That simply doesn't make seaise. The Arab ooun- 
tries are committed to to peace {toccss on to >«««» 
agreed to in Madrid with Seeu^ Council resolu- 
tions 242, 338 and 425. So 1 don't see any contra- 
diction or conflict between Arab-Arab meetings anri 
[our attitude towards] Israel It is wrong for any^ 
body to draw to condutimi that Arab meetings are 
dhected asamst Israd. 

The Aiw world has got a lot in common. Not eve- 
ly Arab summit relates exclusively to Israel or to 
Werten world, or any ofoer part of to world to 
that matter. 1 think amsultations are a constructive 
process and 1 would argue that one should wait and 
see what to results are betoe drawing rash conclu- 
sions. Bofo Arabs and Israelis gain firm belpfog to 
peace process. I think that Ardi-Ajab fadp 

preserve Arab in terests. We're in one boat tpgeifvy 
on tbe peaw iMOcess and we have to work tr^ethet 
and acceptea^ other. 


‘Arab summits bad been 
so infrequent in the past. 
Maybe the assumption is 
that Arabs meet oniy 
when there’s a ma§pr 
crisis. And it is an 
assumption for which we 


If we BOW have a good of ressMis the 

eonl^ bdween Ir^ and Kuwait a^ ofoer Gnif 
Arab ceontries, why was Iraq not fandted? 


Turkey and Israd have signed a military coop- 
eration pact and a string of economic agree- 
menta. The issue is of grave concern to many 
Arab countries. Simflarty, the Iranians are mM 
to be involved in the d^Q distnriiances in Bah- 
rain. Iran has urged Arab states to review and 
even scrap thdr peace treaties with Israel It has 
also called for an Islamic sninnrit meting on the 
tone. Do yon foink 
font there sbonld be ' 

tablishing closer ties ‘Arab summh 

so infrequent 
ST Maybe the at 

Otat Arabs m 

CHMial eooperatioo «_ - 

be used con- MfnGfl thOrO^S 

therAr^inte rests? crisis. And it 

assumption i 
arepartiaiiy 
dudhig, of come, one which we shouid 

is our objective. We remOiiy With IHOflD 

Arab-Arab coop- frequent consuitations. I 
'.SS don’t see Arab-Arab 
meetings as being 
oannty. Of course, anti-Israeli. The Arab 

lost D168DS a 

with our neigiibouts. countnos oro Committed 

vtore xo- IW© 'pOOCe prOCOSS^ 

iarioos wifo both Tur^ 
key and Iran ree en- 
hanced, but let's try to 

trim driogs st^ by stqi. We haven't even bees able to 
gri to 8 sHnatim vtore we have aU to Arab countries 
participatHig. We are d e temineri to strive our crob- 
tems. If we do tlial foen 1 firink we would have 
achieved a m^ stop ferward. We mnst aJso tadde 
rqjooBl tones and poblems. I would tike to see us 
leadi the point where rdatioos between Iran and m- 
fovidual countries and the Aifo wodd in ga«- 
al become stioi^. 


What is tile message tiiat. Che mnnintt 
wflloonvqy? 

I would a^giie it’s a very positive snA ednstzuctive 
m ess ag e: did the Arab wold is j [q qoq. 

tiqoe to' be a player on to irdeniattonal .sceDe.-:^ 
vriiedier in .te nns of political issues dr eocinaiiric .a 
social issues. We are passing flu wiigh a 
phase in our history and there may still be 
phases ahead of us, but I dri^ foat vre’re da- 

tecKrinerT bdco'i^gfin 


to woik tog^ieri The 
Arab' wodd cannot 
agree aan ri ^ ltsdf 
on every sn^e de- 
tail To esqiect that b 
illogical and 
reahstic. Look d die 
Europeau Ihrion sid 
to discussions that 
oceuEred btoieai 


_ ■ k m M . They readietfa tevd. 

essumption for yirhadt we .coordmato 
are partially to bianie, and V^osmw, Sf nevr 
one which we should 

rtkwngafi\r u#f#fa warndbr^ ' sues:'!!^ EU meoF 




her Btatiwfl havit 
ent pdraidea and 
. fotoreats. They do riot 
. afiree on eveiy aq^ 
.detail 

. Fd Ilka to change 
foe ..pcReptioii' diat 
^Arebworidfaasto 
egree on evoy deed! 

of evay tone or it is 

sem as divxded; 
po^ to be is 
dto we have, as A»- 
ribs, e nm iiwm h^etu 
.'osta. Let 'us' adtonce 


point of fte aeateL' i aa* ocb- 


How would yen deserfoe relatimB between Egypt 
and Iran? 


is not 


we re 
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as shows restraint 



Mahmoud Zahar, spohemersoa for Hamas in ike 
Gaza Strip Yfosdaortea to soum LAdnon for am 
year by Imel in 1992-93, Zidua has also been im^ 
prisoned twice by the PNA in Gaza, for lOSdt^in 
1995 and two mtmihs after die s^dde ada^ bi 

Israel in late Fdmtary and earfy March 
In an interview -vm Ai-Abnni Wedc^, Zaho’ 
^eaks about the posable impact of ^Isn^Hco- 
dons on Hamas-PNA relations and about Hamas’s 
fiaure strat^tes vis-drvis the new IsraHi govern- 
ment led fyoa^niminNetaiyaku. 

In tfae but period, reUtions between TTami 
and die PNA have been very bad, witb the 
PNA secnri^ forces arresting bnadr^ of Ha- 
mas sni^rters. Some peofde say Arafat got 
toogfa with Hamas at Isnid*s bidding so as to 
help Peres get re-elected. Since Peres and La- 
bonr lost the elections, do yon diink tte pros- 
pects for a p!^-Hamas reeondttadon are bet- 
ter or worse? 

We hope diey will be better. Oar advice is dut tbe 
PNA tiKNild depend on notber .Peres tux Ne- 
tanyahu. It sboold.^^)ead on die Palestinian peopte, 

fcM-thiswfllboing unity between us. 

But relations could get wone. Utereltre elements 
in die PNA*s security forces wbo are urging g r e at e r 
r e pr e ssi on of Hama& They aigne dud' any nufiony 
operation now will conscfiidaie Netasyafau's post- 

tirm and itfw Wm m ft wwy it U^ iwrtinnrmt preSSUCe CD 

him. This ddiate inside the PHA be t weeu the ad- 
vocates of reconcOiation and ^ advocates of more 
iquession is not yet settled, Of course; Km*— en- 
couc^es die Tcooodiiatkm trend. 

When yon refer do tiie PNA*s seenrity forces, 
with whom does Hamas have tbe worst re- 
fartkms? Are they those forces made op of FLO 
figures recendy retnmed from eiDe? Or tihose 


reendted from inside (he Ocenpied TmritiwlBS? 
AH of them .are on die wrong path, regardless of 
wbe&er day are from here or returnees. They are 
me system, ingdemento^ one policy, albeit in dif- 
foteidw^s. 

The most dangerous thing about dns policy is diat 
it c re a tes the ooodttians for the fi^mentation of the 
Islamic movement in vdticih hidividDals or groigis 
start to act md^jEodendy, ud^ ^ banner of re- 
venge. In sDcb.cncnmstances, revenge may be tak- 
en erfiRetaiii of die PNA. Tins is Hamss’s 

. greatest to we have seen the of 

togitientadon and violence hi Egypt Al- 
geria. 

But, due to PNA rqaesam, the son is fertile to 
such ideas. This is-wtay Ifomas is tz^ng to bidld a 
movement hehnvl a ptdicy of leconaliation. For the 
TTinmgnt Hw* PNA aiived, Wamgg bas g*»*"*( di«t it 
is fortridden to any Palesdnian to attack a PNA of- 
fidaL We have never issned a fatwa calKng to dte 
death of a PNA official st^ly beeanse be bolds "a 
diffa e n l opinian to os over how to solve the Pal- 
estinian (piestion. 

But it U nifUmit to mainhiifi ihiK go long 

as die PNA our pe^e or twt m e s our pns- 
ooecs in its jails. Such «<**ioi ff diemselvcs povide a 
Jhriva, a ficcDce to esetremism. We haire wariied die 
PNA about dns. So Hamas is now striving to es- 
tablish reconciliatim as tbe |tiMn idea govenung 
our relations widi tbe PNA hi Gam, I tfrinlc we 
have succeeded. In die West Bank, I fa^ we *hall 
SDCceed. In dns way, we can remove tl^ poism of 
cemfrantatioD betw ee n Palestinians and unify our 
nmln: agiwngr the real twnty — - TilniH 

Apart from rccondlfartlon wftfa tbe PNA, what 
are Hamas’s prforides In the next period? How 
wfflitvSewLikiid? 

From die beghuung of die oocigiaticn.- we under- 


stood die struggle to be muftriaeeted. In die early 
years, the emphasis was on tbe sodai side. Daring 
the IfOtfada, the political and military sides came to 
tbe fore. 

In dlls poiod, 1 diizd: to eo^ihasis diould be on 
economic and social reconstruction. We undezstand 
dial Hamas's military actions will not deliver Pal- 
estine to tbe land of Islam, nor bring an ind^iendent 
Palestinian state, nor preve n t a Paiestiniao state. But 
we eazmot ttilaate a situation where Iswet or its col- 
laboiaton can kill with hz^nmify Palestinians from 
Hbmas oc Jtfaad or Emeddm Al-Qassam or to 
PNA The suicide aOadts that foUot^ fond's as- 
sasanation of Yefaeyah Ayyash were pure revenge. 
Not to have respond would have bm diaBarous 
for Hamas. 

As to Netanyahu, onr are to game as 

diey were to Rahln and Peres. If Israel wants 
peace, h should release all Palestiman priaoneis. If 
Israd seelte even a tempora r y ce asefire, it diouJd le- 
move die of in our areas, allow 

Palestinians to move freely between to West Bank 
and Gam siui lift to dosme of our bord^ In 
short, no peace, no ceasefire, with pressure. 

Is Hamas observing a cease f ire at tbe mament? 
Yea. i persooaUy called to a su^iensai of militaity 
actions to to duration of to Isadi deetions. We 
knew Petes vrould fidl in to deetions, wbetor or 
not there were military actions. So wily tiiould Ha- 
mas give Peres to pretext that we were smnebow 
to anise of his frdlure, to allow him to say that we 
were to ones blocking to PalesthnaD drem? Till 
now, diere is a temporary ceasefire. 

If Israd released prisoners and fulfiBed the other 
conditions, how long would a ‘‘temporary” cease- 
fire be? 

One or two years, subject to n^otiations... 


Would negotiate with IsraeL..? 

No. To negotiate directly with Israd would weaken 
the PNA which is not our aim. Negotiations should 
be throu^ a third paify, a neutral channel, but in 
cooperation widi to PNA 

Prior to the recent rques s ion, we would have ac- 
cepted to PNA as the third party. But how can we 
regard to PNA as nentral while it bolds, 1,000 of 
our people in hs jails? If to PNA releases these 
prisoners, we shall reconsider. Bnt we do not seek 
to be an altenadve to to PNA vis-h-vis nego- 
tiations widi IsraeL 

When yon called for a tenqwrary ceasefire to 
avoid the acoisatiOD that was interfering 

in tbe Israeli electhms, Hamas’s spokesperson in 
Jordan, Ibrahim <»h^ie; said yon were speaking 
personally, not for Hama »- How deep are tbe di- 
visioiis in Haines? 

There is no division. There are difiereaces due to 
onr diftoeot political situaticns. Gaza is diffoent to 
the West Bazik: the West Bank and Gaza are differ- 
ent to Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. Our leaderships 
time reflect them di^rences. There is a lso a (fifto- 
ence betw^ our poHti^ leaders and our mflitaiy 
cadres. 

The political leader urost have a wider vision, 
his assessment must be more accurate. Military 
actions must always serve political goals — this is 
true even in wars. Hamas does not iniHwt»lri» mil- 
itary actions for their own s^e. Once diese ac- 
tions no longer serve the interests of foe Pal- 
estinian people, they should cease. ^ division, 
no; differences, yes — after all, Hamas is a big 
movement.. 

But which leaderships lead-.? 

Hamas was born here, it grew here, and Hamas de- 
cides here, iu Gaza and the West Bmk. 


Hezbullah kills soldiers, 
Israel kills civilian 

THE APRIL uoderstanding agreed between 
Israel and Lebanon, which did not address 
the armed conflict between Israeli troops and 
Heafoulfoh, has done little to defuse tension 
in tbe area. Since the truce was brokered six 
weeks ago, fi^itfog has continued. But alarm 
bells have been ringing since Hezbullah 
killed five Israeli soldiers and wounded eight 
others on Monday m to villages of Dtohe 
and All Tato, a border encUve occt^ed by 
Israel. Five days e^er. a member of IsraePs 
proxy Soufo Ldnoon Army rmlitia was 
killed in Israers so-called security zeme. 

In an inito retaliamy move, I^el shelled 
Sbi’a Muslim villages and gaeirilla 
infihratioo trails close to the town of 
Nabotiyeh near tbe occupied zone later on 
Monday. A Lebanese army sergeant was 
killed and a civilian man, foe driver of foe 
van, was wounded in tbe shellfire, police in 
Nab8tiyehrqxMted.Tbeaimoffoe April 
truce was to qrare civilian lives. 

Outgoing hraeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres vowed that Israel would respond *in 
time and in a maimer it sees fit”, warning 
Herinillah gainst *1ieating up foe area at to 
expenre of Ltonese crvilians”, foe 
Associated Press reported. 

The latest fighting has p ro m p ted Ldzanese 
Prime Minister Raffic Hariri to meet wifo 
Syrian President Hafez Al-Assad on Tuesday 
in Damascus. Wifoout Syria's interveatioo in 
April, Hezbullah would not luive agrosd to 
foe truce. 

This week's violence is to deadliest since 
fonel's 1 6-day air and artOiery bmibardineat 
of Lebanon in April claimed to lives of at 
least 165 peq>le, mosdy Ltonese civifiaiis. 

Attack under Netanyahu 

IN A FIRST of its kind attack inside Israel, a 
Jewish settler couple was killed in a drive-by 
shooting on Monday. Tbe inddeot took place 
in to laadi vflla^ of Gefien, a lew 
Idlometers awqr from foe West Bank. Tbe 
wetims were remdeots of the Jewish 
settlements of Kiiyat Aiba which is adjacent 
to Hebron. 

So far, no Palestinian organisation has 
claimed responsibflhy, but Israeli police said 
that they suspected Palestinian milhants. The 
IsLamic Resistance Movement of Hamas said 
foal it did not carry out the attack. If to 
acaaiiawt* prove to be Palestinians, this 
would be to first militant operation after foe 
elecmral victory of Likud's leader, Benjamin 
NeCanyahu. 

Israeli authorities responded to to incident 
by ordering merchants to close foeir shops, 
and searched shops in downtown Hdiroo. 

The Mayor of Hebron, Moustafr Al-Netsh^ 
protested at to closure of to market area in 
to cify's downtown, saying foat there is no 
proof that the assailants came from HebroiL 

The attack incited new fears foat foe 
redqiloyment of Israeli troops in Hebron 
would be delayed. Netanyahu, who 
campaigned on a platform of security wifo 
peace, has yet to decide whether or not to 
honour a commitment made to 
Palestimans by outgoing Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres to withdraw most of foe 
Israeli troops from to city. 


,T:' •*;: 










■ ^ ■? 
*..r 'j ' 


'i 




i, fS> 

S>' 





Algeria’s constitution at risk 


prcblem wifo Ajgeoa is foat to state is to string vdto to 
pte are ttaaify weak do not boldaay polity weigibd;” said S^ 

Saai^ feader of to Beidm Raify to Cuhnre and Denmcracy CilCD) 
when adeed to commen t on PTeadentliamine Zeroual’s Jatot polit- 
ical mentomdoni. To Saa^tomanorandnm is a '^olte”, a ''Cai^ 
cqiy” ofto repafrto institatioQS of France.” Alfooagfa 
nant, Saaifi’s words reflect to stance foat to imgo^ of Algm’s 
p o M tin l biwMtalrM* rw me mnm if wi i innj whkh M s rhednlod 

to discossum next naonfo at a iiationai confoenee. 

Tto '%i^ect to institutiond Reform” as Zefoual ivefas to can Us 
memorandum, was fiarw a tded to political jrazties, organisatouB and 
tmrihitwK last n wv ei i, aod comad foe pcesidei^s “saggestiond' to 
‘‘eonroGdatii^ a phrialistm denmeracy and patting totoal. tocliiES 
to to dection process.” It goes, bowe^, foaL 

Zerand proposed mito' snieiidinents to to 1989 constitnfion, to 
political parties law and to dection law. The menKxandum also sug- 
gests to estab&faBteBt of an ^momted-UsBaa Gouocil, besides to 
existii^ National PopnlarCornKm^iPC). The inostiiig)Qct8iiC ”teo- 
acmmidition”, however, is *^gtvmg to dected presideat to aufoor- 
^ of issning tews nxi ^ecsal decraesT, witiiaut to q^xoval of par- 


Algerian ideotto an biamic, Arab and Amm^ban (Befoer) kterSity, 
arxl ad dr esses to demakb of to Berber parties, fliis wasnot 
eaKX^ to win tiiezr si^post All Rtefodi, isess rodresman to to Ber- 
ber Front to SoeistoFoioes^FSX told We^fy over the 

phone ftnm Al giew tot hiK party “ i^ ec ie dlfaaiiieaaoraii(fairii.bofo in 
fh*m and tnenniEnL” The mggegrim to amend to constitution, said 
paciidi ia *%| itsdf wnmnarihitinnal ” Article 163 of to consttoioQ 
stipulates tiiBt any lerriaon has to pass forou^ to dected national 
council, “vdnch wehave not had sinoeto 1991 crisis.” be said. 

To Zetoai's si^gesticA to uausiA foe-corrititution only 
amig nf * Vi Mn j i i ii g Sie anfiuwiy oftfie NPC^ Bmcc tfac o x is l ei me of aiH 


Zerouai is going too far, say Algeria’s political 
party leaders. Can they slop him from claiming 
more power? Amlra Howeidy seeks an answer 


otiier coui^ ^ipoioted by to piesidem, ”win only have ocw role to 
pby, timis,foflo«ringtoordeisoftopFeadenL” Consequeraly, 
sqrs Rasbfi, Zeroud's suggestions are a "total sefoack to 
moaac/' as wdl as a lenegoig on Zenosl's electoral promises and 
ptogiauiu te"wiikb never m e n oo u e d constifaitiqnalreviaoiis.” 

Whai addressing to new political parties tew, the memoiandDm 
critidsed to 'Inmectivenes^ of to cucieat 64 existto parties. The 
inanwaMiim adfoog a ncw Set of rules to to estabhsh- 

ment of a parQr. Hris indudes a oofr-year anieriirteulwl stage pior to 
egab HAm-nt, and to pnfoibftkm of Islamic, Betor or Arab-based 
platfbito. ZeRstel to not 9 edfy if tiu apftos to existmg or fixture 
parties. The soggeated metii Mwni^iply, in tiieoiy, to to banned Is- 
temrcSalvatianFianit(F]S)ifitdecide8toiaimal^alpartyiDprq>- 

wtinnlhf partiafnflntM yfflarVinwwiipytyiMr Wlwb»anTTV»briigvatf^ 

, to new lestiictioDS on pditical parties have been tailared to the FIS 
cas^ observen believe it will only trigger anofoer diapter of vi- 
oleoce.* 

Rashid, on to otfao' band, believes tint to Algerian does not 
stem from a FlS^state contot, but latiier "a mtoary-d^ conflict 
”We are deaUng wifo a hard-tine ntoaiy syatExn foat does not accept 
democratic piiuutto And tbe nntii^'s histaty reveals bow tiiey, 
aod no one else, teed idigion topolitu^ purposes.” 

But it seems foat even to am^ is not content wifo Zeroual’s sug- 
gestions. In an attide pubtitod two weeks ago in to Algerian press 
^toocchestiaterofto 1991 evods, General Khaledhtoar revealed 
obgectioDB. known as to amor's strongman, wss defense 
mi n ig ter tfac '91 evcots and ovexsaw to imoveotiao of the 


Tide turns in Turkey 


amiy afta- the FIS received 80 per cent of to votes in to first round 
of deetions and prevented tbe second and final round from taking 
place. He lesgaed in 1 993 and was replaced by Zaoual hicDself 

NrzBT, who did not respeod diiectiy to ZeroiaTs memoiandum, in- 
topreted to whole issue as one that "ojly aims at giving more p^- 
kal and autoc^ to to president in the form of a safefy belt 
from 'a possible partiaoxailaiy majoify that could result from to 
COEDlDg^^C^^ 

AMioogh Zeroual bas not yet revealed the atiteria for appointing 
foe meofoexs of foe Umma Coundl, obsq v as expect tom to be 
among tbe retired finders of die war (^mdepeadenoe and most of to 
leaders of to former ruling NatioiBl Libention l^ont ffLN). Wifo 
such a grotgi, foe appoin led Umma Coongfl is e jip e cted to replace and 
balance tonmnoytoed power oftoairoy.eqycially if ui embere of 
to FU4 decto to fam a coafitioD with Zerouai in to upcoiniim eleo- 
tioas. CritictriDg tins apaded alliance, Nizar rejec ted The re- 
placement of an aimy fec^ wifo istemal problems by an ambitious 
perfy seeking power once more.” 

Tto next st^ is to np«vning national conft f eoc e . Out of to 200 
political figures Zeroual invited to aiteaid to conference, 175 have 
confiimed foat tb^ wiD attend. The FIS was excluded but sources 
dose to Zeroual say foat to dialogue with to FIS has not stopped 
and that t h e re are ecpectalkas fote they will play a role in the future 
recODCiliatioDproc^ 

But RasheS remains pesrimistic. ‘'The FFS will attend tbe oon ft r- 
erse, and we will object to what we disagree to, but to government 

wnlywmK a RnwfrwJirgtiMtwiTlMippnft edging tliaRnneritiitinn” 

He added that Alicia's major pdil^ parties — be listed foe RCD, 
FLN, Nabda and Hamas — bold foe same ophuon. ”We have agreed 
to push for reiecting those suggestions,” said RasbdL The Ttetional 
Cfasrtex Group, be srid, still insists <» tb^ statement whidi calls fttr a 
peaceful ptritoal solution wifo to partidpation of all parties, m- 
cIucfingtoFlS. 

Will a Refah-led government see the light 
this time round, asks Samia Nkrumah 


Since IVifoBy’s fomier Prime hfimsterTansu (Slier 
witiidiew a eoafoion wifo to Left-wing Re- 
publican People’s Faify last Sgrtemtey foe h^ 
renoiv of secuto forces in to west Aaan state hm 
been undanmned. The current secular-Jslainic ri- 
vaby tfg finfoer poteical uucettEdnfy 

intoooimBy. 

The leagoation Mesut Yihnaz, leader of foe 
Moflieriarel Party (ANAPK as 'Dnkey’s teteft 


to i wtw a ina jn tfao gtip oT- political m- 

stabOiiy for several moofos to oom& Ss fragile 
Cmtre-Ri^ coalitian ^rveramera with Cilter’r 
Triie Pafo colfapsed only ftiee 

moito afier ite.iiientto <» 6 Mmfo of dnsyeac. 
From to outset to nnea^ alliance between to 

two seenh"* rivals was doorned. Lacking a soUd 
loqoEity in foe 550|^ parflam^ to ANAP- 

DYF coalition's onfy hope of survival was to act as 


jKOved foat ft]& bqre was a for ay from zealify. 


moved to coaHtioi's direct; uadOTig. It abo ex- 

r*'' . _■ I — fd.— . . t. ■ II ■*lll l■l■n■w Mil 


m)S6d to weaimess ui inc secular uMUBUGoui <uni 

foe noblic's growing ^ ^ 

a po S^ vnnMB>(Sllg caitest Many now see 
itet to sduifaw to ia to eaAof cine of foe two 


AfaunrneocansavBuvBiugiu-wji*-^ 

]f Yilmaz m ttmishgig 

ral imam ft te beeause^to todow <rfc(xrgition is 

over Ankara. Accon&rato sfji ton e nb 

tbe pies by CtooMgwfy 

r . •>.« TnL—tn Prnty, aj> 


Sto^^round 30.ANAP mentora.rfpato^ 
^SJfoed Reto to voito ® 6^ 



'^ffiniaz obvionsfy wanted CSler out If parliament 
had decided tot she be taken to to Sqaeme Court 
fo» antumn, to would have been constitutionally 
bagedfiomfaeoonTTrTgpriiiieniinistemextyear— 
somedito to wfaufo foe was entitied under to now 
tiefimr* nnwlftimi agreamam hatowwi the DVP and 

ANAP. 

Then it was Colter's turn to join Refeh in up- 
proving a wptig rfl to ewifiitery?a agimct Yilmax, rf. 
ter to.vrifodrew her s iy port from to cabmet and 
caDed on PYP ministeis to boycott their own co- 
alition govemment.' The Iffimaz administiation has 
now been given 45 days to » «nim in otoe in a 
ramfaiWr cgiacih . 1"*^ 8 DCW gpveDnDCOt is 
foemed.Iffois tos to transpae, President Suley- 
nan Denmel win cafl fresh deetions. 

The other force at worit is foe risbg popute^ of 
Re&b, irindi has qq to Into dilute 

witimi'the xndnstream. Refih’s first pdxt- 
ical victory was its success in laft December’s zn- 
coodnave leg^htive deetions, which foiled to 
gto aify parfym oot^d niqodfy. Tbe paify won 
. 1 SS seto ffl to 550-manberpariiameDt agamst to 
DYP’s 134 and ANAFs 126. Refoh's next tii- 
urerh , test mreith, was to get Tude^s constito- 
tio^ court to rule that to confidence vote won by 
foe coaiitiaa govenrarcrd ^ invalid. 

itefoh comdiditoi ite pdtod 
coring 34 ^cemrfto votes aid toy oe fatp sp 

foto tog odes m test wedfs loed deciioos, fous 
stieogiiiening ite codzol over znunteto^ affair s.' 
ANAP vron 21 pa cent of topdland to DYP 12 
pacenL Analyste belierefoatifais is an iniflcaiion 

predict that iftiew ge^^^^ctioDS are hdd Refifo 
conldtakeinoreflian30perccittoftovotes,fliere- 
tfy ^nnog control of pailiaincDL 
B^ljndjiB powtf str uffl te between foe rfifferant 
fflTntkeyistoqbetefergieaterde- 
Reto*s.'anti-«cHEqicion «Tnpa}gn 


against Cfflerb e^msfl a' secular forces blocked its 
rise to powa. Pl utw t to ^ princ^les of Kemal 
AiatBdE. on which to Turidfo nuviem state has 
been ba^ since its cteaticto in 1^, was their jus- 
tifieatkNL In leapoose, in March, Aydin 
deputy tAarnTMTi of Refob, vowed that his party 
would make every effisrt to prevent foe ANAP- 
lyypgovenrnemfinin renaming in office. 

Now, fitHowing foe ccO^se of to ANAP-DYP 
coalition, Refob feada Neemettio Erbakan bas 
bm given to mantititm to fhon a go ven n n e nt. hi 
orda to do so, ANAP a to DYP to be part of 

to coalition gh« that are foe second and 
teigest parties in pariianent Dofonjecteda 
coalition wifo Refohei^g in the yep. RAhpifo- 
declared foat it would noc rule out an aHimce 
with ANAP, to DYP, or even Le&wiog parties 
like to Rqiublicao Pemfa Parfy, a eoalitioD part- 
na of to DYP from 1^1 till last Septemba. Re- 
fill’s Gheoul jdirwrtwi recentiy that to parly pre- 
fe a govemmeot ctHuprismg to three tergest 
parties, Refifo, ANAP toid to DYP, vdfo Erb^an 
attohdm. 

Howeva, opposition to a Refifo-Ied govemmeot 
is jiyiense amoog the cotmtry's powerful secular- 
arieo^buszne^ leadets, to influential army and 
Tudofy's Western allies. These forces want to see 

l^Bkey pn^reas to lull membersi# of foe Es- 
ropean Un^ (EU). Turkey's custixos nmoo 
^Fcemeot whh to £U, wfaicb b^m ai the be- 
of tins year; is a prehide to full EUmem- 


Rsfiih is quick to refute «y ^ »spTipp s foat it will 
steer to comtiy towards an and-Westem stance. 

Ff lwtfBn-mB la fa i fw fhat lug jMTfy'S popularity IS 

more dne to a rejection weak winch 

re^toweakRigh^^vtocoelidaisoffoeseveEt- 
,ties. He also insists titft he win not call fi)r Tndsey 
ito puU out of NATO orto whfadraw fiem the cus- 
toms union wifo to^. Nevertbeless, foere is no 


denying Refeb's p re fe r eai ce for stronga ties wifo 
its Arab and faiamir neiglibouis, wfakdi indicates 
tfww undp Refoh, Ttizfc^'s fbndgn policy prior- 
ities would change: Gheoul told foe Assorted 
Press news agency (his week IhP Reto would re- 
view to coanuy's mflitaiy pact with Israel if it 
comes to powa. This move Q^t ant^mtise lead- 
ers of the aimed farces who reg^ thepaa as a de- 
terreot against nei^foouring rivals ^ Greece, 
Iran and Syria. Dui^ the Deoemba dectiOD cam- 
ppgD, Ertakan promised to ingsove rebtioos with 
Syria, settle to water dispute between tbe two 
states amicably and even review the demarcation 
of flaatoied borders. 

The tide is shifting under the wei^it of iw«nhs of 
political instabilify in Turio^. Even libeial faces 
cracede that tbe latest coalitim failed to cany 
dirou^ any of to political ^ economic reforms h 
dbao^ioaed. No pcriitical party bas jaovided a man- 
ifesto to tackle to fawnim finite {ffoblem, said tbe 
socialist bloc in to European Parl iam ent which jnst 
OOQChaled a fect-finfong nriedp n to T mtey . Ihc 
government is gtill iirwhlft to wifo the 12-year- 
old Kisfofo insurgency wfaidi has danned around 
204)00 lives since 19M. Wiitas who dtecuss to 
Kurfosh issue are still siitjected to infyrisoinneEtt 
and pariian^ has so far foiled to lift to state of 
eniggenqr in Turioey’s southeastern r^on. 

Tufoey also has to D^Otito to 1aftS221 million 
slice of a SS99 milliao standby focilify agreed in 
1994 wifo to IntenatioDal Monetary Fi^ An- 
mal inflarion is running at close to 83 pa cent and 
austedfy measures are expected as a means (MT re- 
duemg iL Jn a concession to foe Democratic Left 
Parfy vriiich opposes such measures, mimaz 
soaped a pto to privatise Todcey's social m- 
soittoce mstitutHMis. fo so dmi^ he rented on to 
fom i g coalitioD’s promise to revive to piyatF 
isatioo progr amm e. Economic iroifoles and bitter 
liva^ have cost to secular forces dear. 
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THE COFFIN of 
KndirttDAbMab 
carried ttirongb the 
crowd of Boarners 
and (tonocracy 
aedvtsts toils final 
resting place in a 
sabnrb of N^eria’s 
conunerdal capital 
Lagos. 

Kndiratn Abiola in 
happier days, and 
very much alive, 
ni^ Nigerians to 
vote for her huband 
Chief Mosbood 
Abiola in the Jane 
1993 elections. He did 
wtait bnt the N^eilan 
mOitaiy anthorities 
annnlM the dection 
resnltsaad 
imprisoned him 
instead (photosM^ 



Recrimination 


rocks Nigeria 


The killing in cold blood of 
Kudiratu Abiola last week is 
. a grim reminder that the 
road trodden by Nigerian 


democracy activists is 
fraught with danger, writes 

Gamal Nkramah 


**I1ioD tool, that adiich thou so west is not quick- 
eaed u^ess it die,” goes die biblical saying. Per- 
haps it is destined that a few more promineat Niger- 
ian demoa^ activists must kick the bucket before 
democracy is restored in Nigeria. But has Nigeria's 
milhai y government taken h upon itself to do away 
widi its detrac to r s one 1:^ one? First, die world was 
outraged by the execution of edmic Oguni enviion- 
mentanst and human righm activist, Ken Saro< 
'Wiwa, and eight colleagues of his in die soudi- 
eastem Nigerian city of Port Harcourt last No- 
vei^ier. Now, it is Kudiratu Abiola's murder in 
cold Mood by five unidentified assailants who were 
seen speeding away in a Peugeot 504 from ^ 
scene of the crime has outr^ed Nigeria and the 

entile worid. 

The road trodden Nigeria's democracy ac- 
tivists is strewn widi daimeis. The assassination of 
Kudiratu Abiola was a chnling remind ttet Niger- 
ian deouxracy activists’ chan^ of ousting the rul- 
ing fflilhaiy regime of General Sani Ahacha loc^ in- 
creaangly remote at present Kudiratu was fotally 
shot in die head as her Mercedes-Benz snaked 
thnni^ die Lagos rush-hour traffic. She was in 
Victtnia, an affiuent residential island suburb of La- 
gos, on her way to meet an mqioTtant Western dip- 
k»ut It was a secret rendezvous. Her murder was 


carefully planned: her dhanffour was also wounded 
ns life' 


but his life was glared. The military regime feigned 
innocence. The intemationai community howled its 
protests, blit foiled to tighten sanctions against Ni- 
^crid* 

Kodiiatu treadled her last in Eko Hospital a piv 
vate dxnic in the noitbem Lagos ^bnib of l^a 
where die lived. At the time of her dealh, Kudiratu 
was engaged in a bitter dispute with the govern- 
ment A ixomment Lagos lawyer herself, she had 
tfarmtened to file a lawsint against the Nigerian 
government because it was withholding milUcos of 
dollars owed to her omsiiuctioo company fix' woric 
it earned out in a new gove rn ment housiii^ project 
Ku^rata Abiola was reportedly detained for a fisw 
hcKiis in May for allegedty possessing publications 
critical of the militey r^i^ of Geo^ Sani Aba- 
She was a political activist in her own li^ be- 
sides being an outqiokBn advocate of die leleme of 
her burijand, Albaji Mosbood Abiola, who has been 
detained on t r uny^ up treason charges for exactly 
two years. Married to Chief Abiola in 1973, Ku- 
diiatu has manag^ her husbands’ business entire 
and financial afliirs since he was incarcented. Ste 
prodaimed in vradety pidilicised statements last 


month that the military junta had taken stqis to de- 
stroy her fiunily financially. 

A delegation of senior milicary officers and gov- 
ernment officials headed by Nigerian Chief of Staff 
General Ishaya Bamaiyi offered die government’s 
condolences to the Abiola fomily at Kudiratu’s bu- 
rial ceiemomes in L^os. To on the 500,000 
edmic Qguni of southeastern Nigeria is one thing; 
to anger the 35 million-strong ethnic Yoruba of 
southwestern Nigeria is quite another. 

Albaji Abiola, unlike many other Afiiean leaders, 
has refrained finm playing the tribal card. He has 
always bee n loathe to manipulate trit»lism and etb- 
nrei^’ th African and Nigerian politics. Tribal af- 
filiation and immense w^th are no guarantors of 
political popularity in contemporary Nigeria. True, 
many of country's democracy actirists hail 
from the relatively prosperous hfot^a^ of Lagos 
in the soudiwestem comer of Africa's most pop- 
ulous nation. But not all edmic Yoruba millionaires 
are as popular as Albaji Abiola, who woo the pres- 
idential elections in Juro 1993. 

There are hundreds of Nigerian millionaires — 
tens from Abiola's home region of Yombaland in 
the southwestern comer of ^ country. Yombaland 
is the economic powerhouse of Nigeria and Lagos 
its commencial capital. One of Abiola’s fellow Yo- 
ruba mufiionaiies. Albaji Wahab Folawiyo, was hur- 
riedly forced to leave Kudiratu's fimei^ by angry 
university students. Folawiyo, who is regard as a 
govemment stooge by the deirrocracy activists, 
could not count on the support of the secretary- 
gene^ of Nigeria’s Siqxeme Council for Islamic 
Affoirs» Afluyi Lateef Adegbite — another Yoruba 
X- who of^ated over Kadtratu’s burial cer- 
emonies. Abiola, and his wives, have come to per- 
sonifyifae nation’s struggle for democracy. 

Nigerian denKxaacy activists who attemded Ku- 
diratu V funeral in Lagos were unanimous in tb^ 
coiKkrimaticni of the Nigerian regime. One told Al- 
Ahram Weekiy in a teleplione interview that the bu- 
rial ceremonies were reminiscent of a massive 
r^ren-air iwlitica] meeting. **Univers^ students 
were especially incensed. Ibey wanted justice to be 
done,'’ an interviewee told the Weddy. *The sto- 
dents saw Mis Abiola’s funeral as a tare op- 
portuniQr to air their grievances in a country wfam 
freedom of expression has been seriously cur^ 
tafled,” added another. 

Petsoually, T was de^iy disturbed by Kudiratu 
Abiola's untimely demise. One of the first ma^ 
azines I wrote for was Cbmronf. Chief Mos- 


bood Abioia was tiie prtoiisher. Abiola's New 
Year’s Eve parlies were amrual events that bdd 
Loodrxi's one nulUon-stroog African community 
entixalled in the 1980s. The guest list usu^ read 
like a vdio's of African literati and political ce- 

irixities. These were memorable occasions where 
his now deceased 'wife, Kuthratu, 'was invariably foe 
incontestable belie of die ball. Kudiiatu’s wit and 
political acumen animatiefl msi^ an otherwise dry 
political diseusginn Her co-wUe, Dc^in Abiola, 
was editor-in-chief of Abiola's Afiiam Concord. 
Both took their work very seriously. Abiola, in 
sharp contrast to most other African leaders, bad 
lennt to trust implicitly foe professionalism of his 
wives. All three, leat&ig proponents of die de- 
moctatisatioD process in Mgeiia and the entire Af- 
rican continent, were also dedicated to the pan- 
Afiicanist cause. 

Abioia is a Muslim leader who has never been 
considered an islarnuu eidier inside or outside N1- 
gma. He was alw^ one to rmtlise that die road of 
disunity leads to defeat He never used religion as a 
{mBticri tranmp card m a Muslim mtgodty nation 
like Nigeria. Kudiratu, a devout Musl^ like her 
horiiapd, was deeply involved in charitable work in 
Nigeria, throughout Afii^ and mnong the African 
diaspora in Europe and foe Americas. JTer untimety 
death is another nan in the coffin 6f foe rul^' Ni- 
gerian military junta. 

"Mrs Abiola's murder is clearly part of a cam- 
paign by the military junta to ehnunate Nigerian 
pro-deroociacy activists and silence its critics,** said 
die ^pc^esman of the Movemait for die Survival of 
foe Oguni People, Willie Nwiido, in Johannesburg. 
South Africa, last weekend. Kudiratu JUiiola's mur- 
der *^vas no coincidence and bears die hallmark of 
assassinations of ofoo* promineat pro-democracy 
activists” in Nigeria, be added. 

The America were more cautious. **We inge the 
govenunent of Nigeria to diUgei^y pursue the kill- 
ers and ensure dial they are idmitified and duly pros- 
ecuted in an open court of law,” said United States 
State Department spiritesman Nicholas Barns last 
week in WashingtoQ. US Assistant Secretaiy of 
State for Human Rights John Shattuck, wte met 
Kiufiratu Abiola a days befixe she was mur- 
dered, said, *T made it very dear in my wM*tings 
[wifo Nigerian ofiidals] thte gov e r nm ents are very 
actively acederating thw discussions of sanctions. 
They are well aware that the intematiODal com- 
munity is actively pressing to look forward to more 
measures if change don’t oocur.” Well-meamog or 


not. 


JS 


to be as hmocuons as ever. At any rate, they mu on 
deaf ears in the Nigerian caintal Abi^ and are sum- 
marily ignored and scofi^ at in foe cotnfoy*s mil- 
itaty basacks. . 

Mgeria until recently had j^ about die liveliest 
free press on foe Afru^ continenL The Abiolas — 
husband and wives — oomzibuted an awful lot to 
enlivening the tiaditiomdly boistero u s Ffigerian 
press. All political viewa were aired. National coo- 
cerns were publicly debated. Today, dungs have 
sadly changed. The progression from one eac tre me 
to anofoer was draniatic. De m ocra ti c transitioii m. 
Afidca is moving at a snail’s pace — and 
a sad exai^le. The endless progres s ion 
nlent elections, mfiitaiy coi^ and coonter-coups 
has come to dominate the ^Imcal scene on the con- 
tinent Pec^e like die Abiolas did tfa^ Int to aiiiest 
die noserim slide into the csuel wodd of mflitaty 
audxnitariazii&in, but foe ctMmtry’s legal system is 
now sul^ect to foe dictates of die tnli^ joittB. Mil- 
lionaites or not the Nigerian masses rm^ p refened 
the Abiolas and tbrir ilk among die civilian pol- 
iticians to the generals. 

South African President Nelson Mandda called 
the killing of Kuditatu Abiols a ‘Tieinaus act”. But 
Soudi A^ca has -no. ecQDtmiic .dkmt ;8S fix-as 'l^r 
geria is pODcemed. Nothing in. the week~duit has 
elapsed smee the assassination of Kudiratu Abiola 
suggests l^figetia's military rulera are repentant 
Wl^ should dwy be? After noisy outbursts tem- 
per tantrums fty Western (^plcnnats and govern- 
ments about human ri^ds violations in Nigeria, 
business is always bosmess as usual in a matter of 
wedcstxafewmanths. Itisas ifthewQcldis lend- 
ing a helping hand to foe mililaiy i^jme to wriggle 
out of the mire of instituting a reign of terror in >B- 
ger^ The political consequences fix hfigetiax and 
Africa, of foe world’s ladtadaisical reqionse to Kn- 
dinriu Abiola’s assassmation may be far-reaching. 

The pafo of Nigeria’s democratisatiem ptocess is. 
shewn with obstades. And Western business hder- 
ests in the o3-rieh comdiy do not he^ the cause of 
dexnocxa^. Ifigeda is the US’s lar^ sa^ilwr of 
erode oH Western mol ti na ti oDals are nafing bnge 
pcote from their Nigethm concens. SodDi is> in- 
vest some $3.6 bilEon in a zBritiral gas 

prqect in hGgeda. Even Westom anrliiies cannot af- 
fixd to stop their fH^its intn hfigerian intemationai 
ai rports beonse would be losmg of dol- 
lais worth of busing British Airways makes some 
$500 miniOD a wedc from its flights to h^eria. 


China nuclear blast 

LAST Saturday, Beijing attracted worldwide crit- 
icism by confoictii^ a miclear we^ions test, the 
44fo since it detonated its fiist atomic boiifo in 1964. 
But die news was coiqiled with a cheering promise ' 
from China to su^ieod fuidier weapexis Ua^ from 
September, after just one more eiqilosioiL 

The ple^ fitxn the last of the five big nuclear 
powes still nuclear arms tests — die 

other four bemg Brit^ France, Russia and the 
United States — came co the heels of si un- 
expected softening of the posiiioD on rru- 

clw tests last w^ to delegates attewrimg foe 38- 
natKxi UN Dis arm a m ent Conference in Geneva. 

The cmference was meeting to finalise e Com- 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty 1^ 28 June, after two 
and a half years of difficoh The treaty is to 
be put to & UN General Assembly in New York 
in September. In Beijing, a Foreign Mirtistry 
statement said China would cmduct one more 
test befixe Sqitenfoer to ensure the safety of its 




The latest underground test was at Lop Nor in 
Cbrna’s rem ote- nortfawesL Tt was foe countty's 
first blast of 1996, fi)Uowing mniiar explosions in 
and August of last year. Ihe US joined ^ 
dMXUs of anger unleashed woridwide by China’s 
decision to cany out a penultimate nuclw weap- 
ons blari amid^ intemationai efforts to cltncfa a 
global test ban. 


Africa military meeting 

ARMED forces commanders from a score of Af- 
rican countries meeting in Addis Abaln, capftal of 
Ethiopia, have recommRnded g rea te r measures fix 
aicfiDg peacekeeping missiens oi foe co ntinent 
They include a central militscy plarmnig unit to be 
attached to the Oigamsation of African Unity’s 
(OAU) headquarters and mcroased ^ from foe 
Lbnted Natkxis. The meeting gatbaed military top 
Ixass from die 16 members of the OAU’s coo^ 
preventuxi and management bocty, set up in 1993, 
and fimn half a dozen odier countries. 

The plarming unit wraikl decide on and prepare 


ocxnmaDd in them. The me e tin g also proposed tint 
i^onal logistics bases be set up and a UN traming 
ptug r auiui ebeinqilementedfcxpeacekeqiets.Spe- 
cial. contii^eids would also be formed to lemaia on 
standby until needed fix operations at support On 
the question of finuUng , the miUtary sag- 

gested foat the UN could help out 








CDnipjfetf fry ffefaa Samir 



Ulstw talks 

HISTORIC Norfoem Ireland 
peace tallcB resumed on a shalty 
tbotir^ on Tuesday widi both 
the American chair- 

man George Mitchell and die 
Sinn Fein rqxiblicans on the 
outside looking ul R™ Fdn, 
die -polzticri wing of die Irish 
R^wblxan Anny 0^) 
one of 10 politieal parties elect- 
ed on 30 May to sit at die 
pe a ce taUe, was turned away at 
die gate because the IRA had 
not renewed a critical ce ase fire. 

Mitdiell, a fixmer seoator 
and the last-mnarto dxxce of 
Dublin and Tjwyinn to cih^ bofo 
the plenaiy aesakx i and the all- 
inqxxtant djMiTTMwimnt 


committee^ was padr^foe balls. 


after the' unionists mounted a 
lightning on fais neutrality'. 

The im&-pBity taOcB, instead of 
movittg on Tuesday to die nuts 
and bolts of a peace agreemeazt, 
•were having to deal with the 
produd of mu i i e rous late^ii^ 
b ar ter i ng sessio n s oo die.toadiy 
questiixi of a chasmBiL 
Rcotestant l e a ders demand 
Norfoem Ireland's continued un- 
: ion wifo Britain while mhucity 
Catholics vteitt politijral tim 
the independeoL predommaittly 
•Catholic Trtrfi Re^iblic. The 
gotiatims involi^ boCh gov- 
ernments and Tnna pasties are 


supposed to agree on a new tys- 
temfrxshariimpowGr. - - 
Ptotiest ai ttobiwtiomtohfitdi- 
eH centre on tbey see as in- 
taference Ity a US adntirnsta- 


tibn that is too friendly wifo the 
I^'s allies. P r otest an ts have 
also made pointed references to 
Mztdtell's Gaelic frith. 

Bofo London and Dublin have 
been *Awniin» fitxn the outset 
that foe <»iy way Sinn Fan can 
sit at foe peace we is if foe IRA 
restores foe 17-month tinoe it 
bRA» off with a bomb in Londmi 
foisF^xuacy. 


Contesting 
the Kremlin 


After making a lightning trip 
to Chechnya last week. 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has continued to 
ejimb in pre-election polls, 
writes AbdeHMalek 
Khalilfrom Moscow 


• ThefidteiirigstqjsoffoeiiBSceeS 
parihuneiitaiy democrat in Russia are to be 
givm atieniaidons boost if dte Russhn 
{xeskkDCia! etections, schefoded fix 1 6 Arne, 
xnn smoothly aid are cenadered ^ by die 

■ i ii te ii MlMM Mil i w t i i w imiy *nwfc.miiflwa 

presidential canrfidataboast diat dxy win 
succeed RiissiBri Freadeiit Bfxis Yehsm 
hopes dm he will not have to fipe 
Coonminist kader Gemiacty Zyuganov in a 
nm-off on 7- Jidy. 

Ydtsin is veiy confident of whxdi^ — but 
riot of wrnrnng outage & leoeritty leassored 

office, popolaiity has coutinued to lire in 

pre-dectior>pon3.!Emhtt i n amav al 
coptiimes torn very pcqxibraihe grassroots 
levd. AD observers are agreed fiiat next 
Sundtety's electioos are gomg to be a very 
<doseiaceL 

I' Most;offoepieridBatiallMpefiitehasiea.'ta: ■ 

• trf wTOting tiw fepAcnmmg 

• etections,butdi^arede^)eiatriyb3xi£^Qg 
m. Theonty exceptioD to die nileai^ieaisto 
be AmanTuleyev, a Leftist {seride^al 
canfodate fiom rmneral-zidi Sbeik. A 
geologist; Tiiieyev receo^ dre^aed hb naiM 
from foe fist of presidential hopefrite in ferour 
trfComimmistiicadrrZyngaiiov. Tbl^^ said 
dm Z^xigmov ofifeis Rusaa foe best cbazice 
of riddmg iisdf of die pitfeOs ofdie marioet 
ecoiDomy. *^eitlsm's market refixz^ 

Rusria po ite Jmees^’’ Thitycvsaid r 

The oefaCT 1 0 contestants are sure of getting 
die.aiqyrtof^ least nnftmillyy vn teni 
betwm foeoL Bid then foisste is a li^ 
CQUittiy widi a population (^over 1 65 xniBiOD. 
BarimgYeltsmamZyi^Bnov. the most 
important eandidatns are nhignariimaK^t 
Vlidimir 2 hi iinov sk y, Centr&. Rij^ ^ g>i y 
Yariensity, Ri^tt-wing General Alekssodr 
Lriied ^ fenim SovietPresident hfikhafl 
Oozbaefoev. Whoever wins will lead Russia 
into the 2 1 St eenriny. 

Zhiimovvj^ appe^ to the mOIioos of 
angry yonitg Rmriaiis ffiseodaiittd wtt 
Yebrin's economic lefixms and sceptical 
about die Communists' intentioos. A recem 
poU by the Rnssten Cmtre fix PifoKc Opimon 
andMakstlUsearfo (VlffiC^ clamed dm 
33 per cent of 'diose reqxxidnig to its latest 
poUjtaken aweek before tfac actual 
ineaideatudpoIi,saidthfty'wouldvotefar • 
Ydtam.S<xne26pier c3flnt gif<itfKiy w qhM 
vote fixZynmnov.lfdto two quatiiMfixa 
secood Fomd on 7 Jnly, Yd^'s lesd ovtt 
Zyuganov would rise considerably, die 
VISIO MpoII said. Zyuganov’s soppoitets are 
hopi^ dm he wins at least 5 1 pier cent of foe 
vote in dre first loinid of foe dretioos. He 


ma 


recomiQurdmdtefimweekcflnly.arfii^ 
YdlsmcraiWmnster some voles from the 


of the race. 

There are sigis dm a 'vicious caaqmgB is 


onda way to discreefit the CommS^^ 

Pf^t^^^i^tmsmoloshnvPnnii^ 
recemy ixddished what it ebdz^ was a 
yref^ nmaesto” of Zyi^anov’s 
C ^H ii nnu stftity,ievealiQgpbmyMrpe«rirt 


Ydtsin’spiivatisatkxi 


The 


desi^wdlomsike the Communists 


woe 

ibr. 


and 


ZyngBQOv is rxitieal of some'of the 
Kxteo uiin f " ‘ ~ 
system.Be] 


.“The 


pmy<fr inydamooopotyooevg ^i;;g’ 
property, ideas. Irofli," he oQ pfe> aM»H 


czar and 


Zyuganov said recently : 


co^ fiom foe lavisbea of lanmant 

wnr fw ntiwi •nm t i u J — * 




people: 
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Economy 7 



privatisation front are being coupled witii efforts to relieve other companies of their debt. Niveen Wahish reports 




undenciQniigte 

growing wnidcoanniinity. In soch.a 
■ Ae advotising field takes on 

hdfifaieii^ xmpMtanee. 

As a {xecursor to tbe 1998 
IntecsmoiBi Aithrettirag A^ocu^^ 
(I^) Congness wfaicb be in 
Cabo, fteadeot Mubarak addressed 
partic^wntaal.the 35fii lAAnieetnig 
ududi was held Ibis w^ in So^ 
Korea. 

In a message ddiviend during Ae 
opening of & ‘‘Egj^tian in 

Seoul htt Sond 9 , President Mbbank 
welcomed Ae 3,0M del^Btes to tfae 
conference ftssetfing Ae inqioitance of 

tbe Tnedia in bring ing die nflrip ns of Ae 

wodd closer. - 

The *Tgypttan NighT served as an 
mfomiaAn lot of sorts Aat provided 
dekgaies wzA an overview ^Egyptian 
dvitintkm and its people. 

Bdow is Ae textof Mnbarak*s 
messsge: 

“Ladies and geotleausn, mgmivwi ^ of 
Ae 35A lAA w«ld empress, it ^ves 
nre pleasure A talre Ais OE^poirtmu^ 
wekoine yon tt Ais evenmg’s fKfivities 
and to srvire you A beconre acqoaunted 
wiA Ae 36A lAA wodd confess, - 
whidi will be held m Cairo m May 
1998. 

I am cq t aiu Aat when you coine A 
Cairo A Aare m Ae work of your next 
CM^eas, you win be given me 
opport u niy A becm^closdy 
Bcquantfed unA Egypt, Ae people and 
Ae county. 

You are sure A ogoy vinAigits. 

igriipi^ m ftirfi ■ nr rtn^M 

A 7000 yesra of andent civilisation and 
learning of its modem xcsiBissance, 
inddng’ydarla^.eaQgdssdfAe eeutuiy 
a faritfij caqie ri eiice. 

‘loJBractiaa” is Ae Acme of Ae CAro 
congress and Ac dioice of Ae Aone 
and venue caoofit be more fitting. Ibe 
Egyptian chdlisaiion is qmonyin^ 
wiA ctmuDumcatiOD arid mteractioo 
between people, cn lAr es and leligioos. 
Egypt’s mstory, ^Aich is unique, is 
evidence enou^ Aat Ais ioteractioa is 
not only possible but is also deniable 
and fun of tidies. 

Hie levolu^ m oomamui catioos had 
made <rf‘onrw(^a small ^obal 
villagB, just as Ae media m Egypt m all 
Aeir finms, havebeen able A cover a 
gi^ ded ground m keqnng pace 
wiA tins revdudioB A find At 
themselves a fitting place on the 

i n twi m rinMal nf mfe niMliuiL 

InfooxuSioo’s creative serq^ can 
greatiy cootribuA towards building 
fatidgm and oonsobdatM uiiderscimdmg 
betwra cnhntA and civmsdioiis, 
contribAmg toward peace, secuiily and 
econoimc welfare m every part of Ae 
world. 

1 tfaere&ce mvite yon A continue your 
ccaisttuctive efioit^ m mder A realbe 
these noble gods, m bidding you 
ftrewetL ItdreAbopportnintyA 
ooi^aAlate yon oo the success of yonr 
35A lAA wood congress and lode 

fiu uf.M tft wriewming yam to CflirQ in 

May 1998. 

Have a good evemng.* 


Swap or drop 

A public sector metallurgical corhpany. well in the red, is seek- 
ing refinandng from banks In the form of debt-for-equrty swaps 


Going once... 


' BQS)ctS:W Ae Hddmg Oooqieoy 
i .fir . MdaDos^ Industries 
(BCMIO are dtotidy underway A 
' flHSCaround Ae pnaHnw 

of &Nasr f^«ringa Congiany 
(ENCC)' 1^ eocamaging dddor 
beds A oedamge Ae bdance of 
ENCC*s dditsibr cooBeay Aares. 
Tbe 'ENGC is me of Ae largest 
son and st^ Aundriea m tbe bAI- 
die Eas^ and {Boduces a wide 
range dnietile mn i^pes &r wa- 
ter, sew^ and oAex fluids, 
valves, fire hydrants ^ oAer cast- 
ingprDdiac&L 

Acccedmg A Wadie Medadd, 
bead td'HCbfi’s costs department, 
the ENCCowes large sums of 
mmey a r- Aree . - naddna] 
banka-^-Banque Nfisr (BNO. Ae 
Batik of Alcaomdria (B^ and Ae 
hfational XovesAient BaiA (MB). 
The <vi«i p fliiy twri originally bor- 
rowed ^ moDey in Ae ftann of 
kmig^am loans fbc use in es- 
tahftAiDg new projects. Hnee 
years ago, Measeld said, Ae 
BCMl b^gmiflegotiatims w^ Ae 
Aree basks invoived A convince 
Aem A mis a dtiic swro — ex- 
changingAe loans forastmmAe 
coo^at^. ’'IheHCMIwassUeA 
move over abont 68 per cent of Ae 
compares Aares A Aebaoks,” be 
ssid. The hridmgcoin p ai y retains 

*7^ofw, we are b^ng A convince 

hanW «n i n e w to * gtHii e in 

Ae cooqiaiiy’s c^mIbL” noted 
Medaeki, atUing tint tins is Ae 
ooiy way A Am Ae ooopaiy 

amnnri- “ PqMy tn g tfw» bvwig anA 
gflivieing ia ftnnainting >11 

AeprofitsofAecoagMiy.’’ 

Ibe SNCC, he stmed, reported 
losses of aron^ 1£S0 rmUkn dur- 
n% fiscal 1994-9S. 

Since fle c ouip any is ^ per 
eexd-ownedby Aebsoio, ft wmno 
longer ah mder Ae purview of 
PiAfic Seebr Law 203 of 1991. ft 


is now sotgea A Cooqianies Law 
159 of 1 991. AecoRfin^ steps are 
uuueutly beh$ t»icwi a jtKlnde 
reptesadativBs of Ae banksco Ae 
uuDipaiiy’s board of tfii e ctu rs. 

But these Medaeld 

said, win laa aflecC Ae wodrers ffi 
soy oegstiye w^. A Ae^ he hopes 
AiOTsiAadmwniiiiiprbve. 
die p naitH.t of Ac cQoqMiiy nzH 
proves, it wfll start maieiM profits 
which win, m turn, be ie£ded m 
Aewtdcezs’ inccaiie^** Ik stated. 

Aldiough AeamoouCof Ae ddx 
swapi^ inA cfpftd by Ae cred- 
itcas 18 considenbk^ sad Abdel- 
Hanrid El-Sqied, bead of Ae Na> 
fi<|nd InvestisyBot Bank’s Policies, 
ftog am s and Fedlow-tp De- 

pM ftiMrf^ rtwwft MWiwng AJ* ig aifl 

huge. Ibe NIB has drea^ 
swqjpedJLBTO mfllkai of an ong- 

tw.1 rirfrf «nrf.lfitig . jy f w v i inirtriy 

LE300 tniTHrtn Ihe BA swmped 
LB35 fwiilinw of L£4S0 rmlUm 

tmlKm of a 15070 ddlL 

Moreover, Ae HCMl has wixaen 
off aboDt LB43 nuDkai of Ae 
ENOCa losses, and has gonrised 
A caned aocAff L£ 1 7 rr^on a a 

The ENOC aho owes Ae Ger- 
nam Bank for ReconstniBion. 
(KFWX vduefa extends 
A devdopii^ o sizaUe 

qirfi- El-Sayed said rixir Ae com- 
pany's dda A KFW win be iqwid 
and win not be swqiped fia a stake 
ffl Ae oan^ariy. 

A aASAtn to Ae original 
noted El-S^ed, Ae oompary is 
also burdened 5^ ddiC aeividi^ 
psyments tmatlmg L£90 
per year. 

The company, he said, ao- 

t«iniml.lHH 1/haaa dtbtS ha ra/t f m hs 

investmaas fir e»»ded its cq>- 
ft^ vHbkh. vAen ft was es- 

iwMiriitvtj twiiff ftifflinw Ws wu 

veaAient; however, occeeded LEI 


hiltinn 

‘'KAsi piAUe canqjenies 
faa^ a pwnmai capital,** E 3 -S^«d 
CTphnned, adding Aat Aese com- 
paruBs later vetaure «wtr> in. 
v e a t u x uB A ex pan d Aeir busmess 

•nA usually Aa^^nA rm Iftnc U> ^ 

nance Am projects. Howeva; 
Aese invesmiails are net added A 
Ae There *n n a ho a coih 
stant arijiisipieor betuurn Ae cap-. 

By fbe^visg a potion of Ae 

>0^^ fh* h«mlf« iwm tft fi. 

THtwet.} c£ the congiany. 

*Tn this w^ Ae burdeo win be 
hgAer and Ae “*"p»wy will be 
role A p^ its ddas," said El- 
Sqyed The CQCi^any's position, he 
sai^ is “p wwi>win^ aid its psod- 
are m high demand m a uui^h 
ber of Aid) and Enrope aa eoui^ 
tries.** 

*^108 the financial stru c tu re is 

ixXqXDfV^ ft win fOOSO 

cae op e t s t sv ^ an d pn^table;*' El- 
Sa)«d pre dic ted. Bu^ *we most 
!o^ at its production wiAont Ae 
btsdenithas A eaxy.** 

After ar^ustiDg the ENOC’s fi- 
nancial structure, ft wOt be privat- 
ise said Hl-Saye **We want A 
fhi. ccoqsroy 

whd ft prodnees is needed by the 
local mmket, otherwise we wfil 
need A inqion Ae pcoAiets ftprD- 
dDces,**besaki 

“Oiff aim is not A r e turn own- 
esd^ of the B< 1 CC, but if weput ft 
tg) for sale todiy, noboify win faty 
ft. Bnt m two yesis, once lefbcms 
have been enaefted, ft win sen At a 
better pdce,**A sided. 

"As ownen we do not sirod A 
giwn anyArng at Ae mcmoit,** El- 
Sayed said. Ibe banks, he added, 
bad no choice sbee A^ were not 
rgenTqtmg A err maiBy. COH- 

seqo^y, the bmks cr dso eon- 
«f«ng lescfacduling Ae le- 
manider of the 


The shares of Aree piAlic secAr 
coinpantesaiesetAgooDAcam- 
tiOD block, a govemmeot q>okesmaa 
wmntitiftftii recently. The Ameriya 
f'amant Conipsay !»hH Ae Genoa] 
Coonpaiy for Ceramics and Por- 
celam ^nry) will each put iq) Ar 
sale 40 per while a 10 per cent 
m the hffle Pbannaceuticals 
and Chemica] Tndnsiries Company 
has been oS»d, all through a com- 
petitive bidding system. 

AixAorinvesAis are the main tar- 
ge^ said Fomtfl Abdel- Wahab, ex- 
ecutive dgec to r of Ae Public En- 
toprise Office, because the 
gpvemmeot feds ib^ hold in Aeir 

hanria Ae eftliirinng rtwy- firimpantis ; 

need. 

"We want coe, or a gro u p, of in- 
vestOR wfth enough expertise A.turu 
the co n apa ni e s around,** be said. 
What A^ o u rnpa a ies need, added 
Abdd-Wahab, is someone wfth Ae 
.Kiliiy to pump mA Ae company 
new investments, and who U c^Ale 
of btir^mg in new equipment, intro- 
duemg new packagAg and propedy 
m.itrMing Companies' products. 
Andior investors, be said, m Ae bilL 

"We're looUng for investois vho 
have Ae viston A do what A^ wars 

torirtwW\ Aft p«CTpiM\iMt' *fi»K pTainwl 

Abdel-Wahab. This, m p»™, wfll 
hdp create new jobs as a resuk of Ae 

ggpandni if>f Aft jw Tvi>teti( \ n I meg. 

Aceocdiim A Abdel-Wabab, Ae 
shares are m sale A boA local and 
feseign investors. Should these com- 
panies tinder Ae Wi»nageraent 
of an intenatiOGal firm^ be said, 
sales of Ae pnxhicts win be boosted 
and, at Ae same time, other fbieigti 
invesAts wfil be encouraged A lq> 
QUO Ae Egyptian market. However, 
this win not be possible if Ae own- 
ershq> of the conqsanies is distrib- 

amnng gnwll 

But, adventageous as this kmd of 
sale 1 ^ be^ Abdd-Wahab noted 
Aat this type of sale wfll not be ap- 
plied A aU public sector conqianies. 
T don't Ai^ that this win become a 
trend, alAni^ it would be better 
since we warn m avoid (fioributing 


Three more public sector 
companies go on the auction 
block. Th^ are looking for 
the few big buyers, rather 
than the many smaO investors 


Ae ownenfaip of tbe ttmmianieB 
among several investixs,*’ be said. 

The advard^ of a biddft^ system 
for tbe sale of tiiarea is that ft bdps A 
raise the price of Ae shares. **Tiadi- 
tionalty, wheo an iiivesAr acquires a 
majmity stake in a oonqiaity, tfa^ 
have A pay 15 A 20 per cent more 
tiian if it was sold A tile pidAcM** ex- 
plaiiBdAbdel-Waii^ 

Tbe basic aim of cuuipeiitive bid- 
ding is A ntaviiTWM Ae gOVCTO- 
mrot’s sbaie from die proceeds of 
Ae sale, added B«dam £}. 
Khanzidar, assislanr mangger of tire 
Egyptian Financial Groi^ (EFG), 
one of the conqiames adramikeTnig 
the of the Amextya Cement 
Company. If Ae shares are offraed 
At public subsciiptian. a fixed price 
wo^ have A be set, but by re- 
questing bi& m sealed aivelopes, 
there’s a better Aat Ae pnee 
wfll be inorosed. Moreover, diis 
system allows the company to bar- 
gain wfth Ae bidders over b e tte r 
terms and prices. Finany, ibis tystem 
allows large invesAis A purchase a 
b^sr sb^ of the cmiqiany than 
Qggy conld have if the sale was open 
Alfaepublie. 

To this end, the EPG's sales jHtch 
targets boA investors uAo want a 
lai^ ehtmir of Ac company anH 
Aose who want A buy i^ lock, stock 
andbaireL 

In an tir q ifliinn of a laiger-ihaD- 
expect^ demand, Amextya and the 
Creamics and Porcelam Company 
announced that more than 40 per 
rant of the enmpmifts * ghat eg wiiild 
beiu Bp for sale if Ae need arises. 
Tffls is aooAer way of qieeding-qi 
the privatisation process," said El- 
K lianr idar No addirinmil shares of 
tbe Nile Fhannaceuticals Conqiany, 


however, w0! be ofieted since Ae 


jority stakes m dtafi^tc indus&ies 

aifth as phafmaeeii»M^lB and m»tla 

The eovGxnment does not feet com- 
fottahTe wiA tbe idea Ito more Am 
40 ^ oent of Aese loD^ oosa- 
panm be sold Ae private secAr," he 


The 10 per cent share offering in 
the Nile P haimanMifiraic CSiem- 
ical Industries Conqiaity, 300,000 
Aarcs, is the second traidie A be 
put iq) for sale m this cony u iy. The 
first wasmM^ 1995,dunngvAidi 
20 per cent or the conqwn y , or 
600,000 shares, was sold IHve per 
cent went A Ae coaqieny*s em- 
ployees, another 5 per cent A the 
Ea^ayee Shaiefaolden* Associa- 
tion (^SA) and 10 per cent A Ae 
public. 

Tbe Ameriya Cement Omqiaity is 

putting iipit fnillirtnghawt is,or40p^ 

cent of die c(»q)aiiy*s Hie 

minimum bid is for 50 j)00 Aaies. 
Once concluded, the sale will have 
resuhed m a dedine m Ae Holdii^ 
ConqiBiiy fbr Metalluigieal In- 
dustries* owneiAip in Ite cosuptuiy 
frmn 77.5 per cent A 37.5 per cent 
Two otber tranches have abeatty 
bero offar^ Ae first m 1 994 rad die 
second m 1995, tfarou^ vAidi, 12.5 
cent of Ae stodr went A the pub- 
lic and 10 per cent A tbe company’s 
ESA. 

Half a milliflji dtan gs m thg flgnw - 

al Conqxoty for Ceramics and Pcr- 
celam Conqiany are tqi for sale, but 
the ante may be upped fix Ae benefit 
of ftivestmeiit funds 5tiA wiA A buy 
inA tbe company. Previously, 33 j 6 
per cent of the co mpauy 's shares 
were sold A its ESA and the private 
seettx. 

To date, only three catmanies 
have been sold as a whole A the pti- 
vatesector. These inchide the E^p- 
tian Botding Compaiiy, whidi hro 
been bottling Prasi-Qila Inter- 
national under frandnse since 1949, 
Al-Kasr Coo^eity, wbidi 

bottled Coca-Cola under lianse and 
El-Nasr Steam Bofleis. 


Market report 


SlILL on die slide fix die secmid wedr A a 
row. An General Madox ftidex (C34Q lev- 
died off at 203 ponds fix die we^ eodiiig 6 
June. However, Ae vabK of tiaraacticnis in- 
cseaBed A LB199.41 nwlliim oo oqj a i e d A 
1£ 1 30 nuOkni ^ wedr befiaeL 
hfinoring die GAfTs shnrq), Ae index fix 
the TrBmnftrtBriDg-sectorftn by-^l-.6? pomts 
A dose at 141;^ wtndi Aeres ef dK N»- 
tittial Ateandria' Irao and Steel Cooq«iiy 
loang LB9 per share A dose at IB1S2. El-: 
Naar Qodxing and Textile Conqnty*s 
(KABO)feD by LE73 A kvd off at LE146, 


Universal Adhesive unglued 


whfleAoKcfdielftiiveraalAdhesiveFrod- 
ucte Conqniiy uqgied diem all m the losing 
streak. Ha conqi my *s shares lost 17.71 per 
coot ofdieirvalDe A ckne atLE393. 

However, bteakmg away from tbe peck, 17 
conyanies w i t o es s ed m ingease m A^ 
Aare value. Putting up 10 per oeot of its 

' dBreXfiX ai4igni ptinn^ t wtriing re dv 

dtare of Ae SooA Cnro >£lls Connny ac- 
counted fix 3436 per cent or Ae madeefs to- 
tal transactioDB. In all, 13 mfllkxi of fts 
<4i5iiigq^^ piWhTng Tw tfig share 
vahra by 1 60 per oGOt befiire Aeylevdled off 


at LB26. FoDowiog repots that a 40 per cal 
stake m the Ameriya Cmvait Ctxapaay 
would be offacd a an anchor invesAr. the 
o aaipniry *5 shares ^ined LB1.15 A close at 
LE47.I5. 

The index fix Ae finaddal soebx indied 
down by 047 points A dose at 20532 

pofwlg S tiBTgg of rftft r^nnfim prrigt iTitwy - 

natinrml Bank (QB) lost LEI A settle at 
LE440, while Aoae of the Medinat Nasr 


Housing and Devdopmeat Conqiaity wft- 
□Bssedan LE34 inoease A dose at LE833S 
po share. The Heliopolis Housing and JDe- 
vdopnent Conqjany’s shares oept iq) wiA 
an LE2 gam A close at LE2 1 5. 

Also active during Ifae weefc*s trading ac- 
tion was the bond wfth bond trans- 

actions accounting fix 16.79 per cent of total 
market CStibaok's bonds, .alone^ 

cornered lS.44p6rcratofJhe ACaLasLESO 


mflliDn in bonds were traded. 

If the other sBCAis seon. A be see-sawing, 
dira the service sector is at least con- 
sistent — consistendy weak. The sector's in- 
dex lost 0.63 points Aclose at 13735. 

During B week’s worifa of tiadaig, the 
share vahieof 27 oc mfqwni es incieased, that 

nf wnrf i wwwifwt imfhungwH 

Edited by Ghada Ragab 
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Netanyahu’s nuances 


Fear, Netanyahu would have Israelis believe, is of more im- 
portance thm peace. Cozapioouse, he adds, is possible, but 
only on Israeli terms — ones which are diaoieirit^ly c^jposed 
to any son of land«for-peace deal with Syria, for example. On 
the issue of Palestinian self-determination, Netanyaha's notion 
of “generous autonomy" is where Palestinian foreign poli^ 
and security issues are dominated by Israel. And Jeru^em will 
remain 100 per cent in Israeli hands. 

Operating from what he believes to be a stronger political po- 
sition, he expects that the Arab world will simply lower its ex- 
pectations when confronted widt his intraasigeoce and right- 
eous political agenda. In short, be expects that when be flexes 
his muscles, it be Arab shirts that are lorn at their seams. 

But during the elections, he stressed his co mmi tment to con- 
tinuing the steps taken by Peres, stating that he intends to re- 
main true to the Oslo Accords. Nonetheless, he is staunchly in 
favour of expanding Jewish settlements. If be is rejecting these 
concessions, then exactly on what grounds are the final status 
oegotiatiOQS supposed to cootinue. Par for the course, Israeli 
vacillation comes at the jmce of peace and re^onaJ security 
and Netanyahu's back sliding amounts to little more than a po- 
litical Watusi of sorts. 

Israelis themselves, however, are not convinced with what he 
says. A sizable majority of them favour a peace realised 
through varying degrees of compromise. For tb^ moderates, 
as much as for the Arab woiid, the real issues were hope and 
opportunity, with security a partner to the peace process. Ne- 
tanyahu, however, is intent on placing the fate of the region at 
the bairds of a few Right-wing extremists to whom he owes po- 
litical favours. 

In the face of such hv-pocrisy, the Arabs, too long on the re- 
ceiving end of blows enq»ng from Israeli political ma- 
Doeuvering, uill convene an Arab s ummi t next week. While 
the summit aims at uniting the .Arab world, one tiling is alread>’ 
agreed — the only grounds upon which peace can take root are 
those not dictated by Israel. 
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of housing rights 

Both sprawling shantytowns and vacant penthouses are well-known facts of life in the Third World. But Habitat 11 , 
argues Milad Hanna, may offer necessary solutions to the chaos that characterises the politics of jTOUgi^ 



The Habitat conference, cuirentiy be- 
ing held in Istanbul, the last UN con- 
ference of the century, crowns die se- 
ries of conferences sponsored by the 
UN and a£51iated agencies. Of these 
conferences, the Eartii Summit held in 
Rio de Jueiro in June 1992 received 
the most world-wide ettentkm. 

The Habitat conference should be 
characterised by similar, if not greater, 
seqw. More significantly, the dis- 
cussions and resolutions of previous 
conferences — on the pt^iation, ^ 
vironment, and women — should in- 
fonn this conference. After all, these 
and other issues are directly relat e d to 
an evolvti^ undecstandiag of urban 
development, bousing communities 
and modem cities that guarantee hu- 
manity's right to better shelter in a 
beaitiner intw or rural enviioninenL 

Yet the reaction of inte marional pub- 
lic opinion so fer has not beat as pas- 
sionate toward the issue of human set- 
tiements as it has been with respect to 
issues dealt with in previous confer- 
ences. This is indeed curious, since the 
^blnns of the bousii^ shortage, in- 
formal settiements and inadeqaate util- 
ities have direct bearing on social, ec- 
onomic and political st^Ohy. 

The secret of this lack of concern 
ties in the fact that officials, in- 
tellectuals and the geperaJ public share 
the common perception that die bous- 
ing problem is an issue for specialists, 
involving tire technical aspeiris of ar- 
chitecture and en^neeriog. Tliisisnot 
at all the case. The worid, as tiie say- 
ing has it, has become a >^age. Peo- 
ple ha\'e bitter aqtiratioDS and greater 


expectations. Gtizens know they have 
the right to demand fesir share of clean 
water and a reasonable patch of prop- 
erty that they can call home. 

An cDOnnoiiS segment of the worid's 
population, however, has been dis- 
p(»sessed and dqnived of tins right* 
Tte market mechanisms that govern 
much of our economy have resulted in 
housing arrangements lang^ fimn di- 
rect ownership to condomimums and 
lentais, yet the difficulties involved in 
actually obtaining ade^te housing 
have fbre^ thousands of young pe^le 
to defer marriage, while countless 
ers have been coixq)e0ed to abandon 
the hope of a home in an officially des- 
ignated residential nei^ibouihood and 
to move into shantytowns. 

At first, the government took the 
same approach toward infonnal settle- 
ments as it did toward teirorisin. Soon, 
however, it discovered that in both cas- 
es repression was inefiective and dial 
both probiems were too ct»nplex to be 
handled by police measures alone. 
Moreover, an undecstaoding began to 
develop that temnism and maginal 
bousing were peihaps intricately con- 
nected by a web of social and econom- 
ic ^ois. 

But a hous^ policy, from the na- 
tional to the village Ieve4 is unlike any 
other goveroment policy. It is closer to 
an ideological visitxi wUch is ultimate- 
ly transfonned into a plan mobilisu^ 
the le^lative, technic^ and financial 
resources and human sirilk necessary 
to seeing the vision tiirou^ step by 
step, to its inq)leineni3tion. Whetiier a 
project aims to coDSttuct an entire chy 


or a suburb, provide low-cost housing 
to needy s^menls of socie^, or sim- 
ply to provide the infrastructure for pri- 
vate residential construction, it stems 
from a set of social and humanitarian 
prineq^es and is founded upon an as- 
sessment of needs balanced against po* 

tential post* ftnd r ghrnis 

Housing is a compound commodity. 
ManufecCuring it reqin^ fin^ a 'va- 
cant plot of la^ udiicb is siqiplM with 
essential i^ties — water, waste dis- 
posal, electricity, roads, etc. Land is a 
nan-renew^le resource. As such, h re- 
quiies a poll^ of its own for eiq)Ioita- 
tion and mailcetmg, involving a del- 
ic^e balance between supply and 
demand, eovironmental pc^WvatioD, 
land coDservadoD, redestate in- 
vestment and urban development 
needs. 

Housing cannot be manufactured in 
a factory. Still, many of its compon^ 
inateFiak gjc mami&ctured in- 
dependendy and off-site in what are es- 
sentially separate industries. Any bous- 
ing poliqy must take into account 
avaDwility and cost of raw materials, 
processmg techix>k)gy, packaging. 
tzuD^XTTtation and delivery — diat is, 
if these exist locally. If not, import 
feasibility studies must be conducted. 
However grandiose the ambitions of a 
country may be. it is the bousing ^te- 
cialist's job to ensure that construction 
projects remam within fee countty’s 
available w»Mng_ Ambitious schemes 
have often floundered and costs soared 
beyrad origiiial projections because 
comprehensive planning, in 11^ of 
avai^le resources and econcKnic re- 


alities, was lacking. 

Housing ar«d urban deveicqnaent is a 
tfmii .rfyi nqwwing^ IDultl-phased pfO- 
cess. it involves the assessment of 
needs, planning, legislatioi^ desi^l, 
anA sulmissioD of tenders, all of 
ufeich require lengthy deliboations 
before construction Gtnstni^ 

lion itself can take several years. This 
TwtMwg that the officials reqronsible for 
iniiiatfng a pToject may not be fee 
same officials irao see it to comple- 
tion. This means feat hcHising policy- 
makers must be made of a ^recial met- 
aL They must possess that extra drive, 
conviction and dedicatiai to society 
feat enables them to pursue ttieir goals, 
even with the knowledge that fe^ 
may not see tiieir project through to its 
final stage: 

Once completed, bousing is a com- 
modity cannot be relocated. Nor 
can it be fundamentally altered with- 
out considerable expense. If it turns 
out that it does not attract the public, 
as is the case wife fee feousands of 
homes that have remained vacant for 
years in fee satellite cities, h cannot be 
lifted off the ground and transplanted 
to areas where there is a clear housing 
shortage and high demand. If it further 
ensues that a housing policy has pro- 
duced a considerable surplus of luxury 
housing (as is th« case in Cairo and 
Alexandifo) ufeile there is tremendous 
demand for low-income houCTg. mod- 
ifying luxury housing to meet demand 
is not particularly cost-efifective, if h is 
at all possible. 

In odier words, those who framulate 
fee coun&y's housing policy must also 


be, to a certain exieni.^oppfa« 
and social scientists. 
have a feirly morougb knpwl^e ^ 
fee groups for whom housing i^to be 
SsiSieS; and of iheir needs m terms of 
apace, work opportuniQCS’ trans- 
portation, shopping, 

Ibey must Strike a balance bew^ fee 

of fee well-ro^ and tho« of 
fee limited-income sectors of soci^ . 
but also betu-een the demands of urbM 
inhabitants and those of coun^ dwell- 
ers. Given the profound tamificaaons 
of any housing policj' on al! sect ors of 
fee population, society caimot afford 
hasty or short-sighted polu^' i^eis, 
who yield too readily to the loud^ 
and most influential voices. The social 
gnH rnaierial costs of folly can be too 
exoibitaot to rectify-. 

Drafring and implemCTtmg a hous- 
ing policy, as the above implies, is pol- 
itics. TTris is not fee case in the Third 

World, where housing policies w in a 

of utter chaos. Their politicians 
lack any concept of fee science and ec- 
ODOducs of housing. Rafeer, fee em- 
p hagjg is on power, security and coo- 
iroL Hence fee deplorable state of 
bnnirin fl for fee poor, whose only al- 
tetn^ve are fee sbantvtowDs. It should 
be emphasised, however, feat dealing 
wife the complex issues which fece 
Third Worid coumries attesting to 

hriiisins noliev 


The writer is a hotising expert and a 
former head of the Fettle ‘s 
Assembfy 's Housing Committee. 


First Israel, now Russia 

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed argues that while bipolarity is over as a global game, it con- 
tinues to dominate internal Israeli politics and questions whether the same applies to Russia 


The signs are feat, ev*en feou^ Netanyahn 
named David L^. not fee most hawkish of his 
lieuteoanis. as his foreign minis ter, and even af- 
ter fee Damascus tripartite summit's resolutirai 
to convene an all-Ai^ s ummi t, fee new laaeli 
leader is likely to confirm his detractors* worst 
fears and disa^^int those who hope he will 
show some modeiatiozL Netanyahu is some- 
thing of a dark horse. Still in his forties, his 
leat^hip qualities have not been tested, and be 
is known only for his firebrand style and hard- 
line rhetoric outside any official responsibility. 
Surrounded by such veteran right-wing ex- 
tremists as Ariel Sharon and Rafael Ehan, Ne- 
tanyahu must prove himself up to fee mark in 
their eyes. 

Netruoyahu's strategy will be informed by fee 
awareness that he owes his victory to those of 
his fellow-couniiymen who voted against Peres, 
not only because they exposed bis peace policy, 
which they accuse of compromising Israers se- 
curity, but also because they resented die (Clin- 
ton admimstration's partisan sui^rt for Peres 
against his opponent in a blatant intervention in 
mtemal Israeli politics. Although his support 
Peres was in fact sun>ori for tiic peace process, 
Clinton lost no time in trying to mend bis fences 
wife tibe Israeli pome minister-elect In his con- 
gramlatory pbom call tol^etanyafau, Clinton did 
not even mention fee word peace, but affumed 
Washington's unconditional support for Israel. 
This tacit admission that, wife the American 
presidential elections coming up in five months' 
time, Clinton is more dependent on his Jewish 
lobby at home than Netanyahu is dependent on 
him, can only further embolden Netanyahu in 
his defiance. 

World leaders are treading soflly wife Ne- 
tanyahu in an attenqn to moderate his bellicos- 
ity, reminding him ^dy that Israel is bound by 
its adherence to peace accords signed in fee 
faesence of fee gr^ powers. They also remind 
him that he w*on by a very narrow margin, main- 
ly thanks to fee religious parties which owe Li- 
Imd no loyalty, as well as to Peres' mistakes 
which, wife the Qana massacre, dqmved him of 
fee crucial votes of many Israeli-Arabs. This in- 
sidious form of pressure has prompted Ne- 
tanyahu to announce that he will be fee prime 


minister of all Israelis, not only of those who 
voted for him. His statement encouraged certain 
prominent figures in the Labour Party, and even 
some Likud leaders, (notably former party chief 
Shamir), to propose the creatiem of a natioual 
coalition government along the lines of fee Sha- 
mir/Peres cohabitation experienc* a tew years 
ago, in which fee two men ahernated as prime 
minifi ler. 

Under Israel's new election law, a rneat per- 
formance of this e.xperieoce would allow Ne- 
tanyahu to retain fee premiership all through. 
The problem wife this proposal is that it comes 
up against the sharp nft in Israeli society be- 
tween two visions of the country's future: Li- 
kud's, in which laael's surviv^, and hence 
peace, can only be achieved duougfa military de- 
teorence, and Labour's, or rather, Peres', in 
which peace also requhes economic incentives, 
such as fee Middle East maikei Can these two 
visions be reconciled, or will Israel continue to 
be mariced by a b'^iolariiy? 

Though bipolarity has disappeared at the glo- 
bal level, it still remains tenaciously present in 
given societies, notably Israel The present pe- 
riod has witnessed the relatively smo^ rotation 
of power in a number of countries: fitnn Left to 
Rjjmt in France and Spain, and from Right to 
Lett in Italy. Wife fee Russian elections coming 
up this week, it is worth asking wbefeer tiie 
smooth European alternance scenario or the Is- 
raeli deeply polarised one will prevail in Russia, 
one of tile two poles of the previous bipolar 
worid (ffder. 

Even if fee incumbent Russian presidrat is re- 
elected, the Yehsin era seems to be over. Not 
only has his rule over the last five years ^ed to 
achieve the promised results, but it tiireat^ to 
expose Russia to civil war and wid^read 
Civil war has ^ready erupted in Chwh- 
neya, and can erupt over similar etimic and na- 
tionalist grievances else^ere in this vast coun- 
try that is now no longer under fee disciplxne of 
Soviet ideology. It is clear that there is an ur- 
gent need for a new rationale tint is neither un- 
bridled liberalism nor old-style communiam. So 
far. attention in the electoral campaign has been 
focused on preserving Russia’s status as a Great 
Power, isespective of ideology and wife a tacit 


nod to a Slavic identity based on state su- 
irnmacy without discouraging privatisation. 
This is a common Hmominamr among all fee 
candidates running for fee presidmey, re- 
gardless of tfa^ different political pte^rms, 
suggesting that Russia is weU cm its way to- 
wards a post-bipolar rationale. 

Should Yeltsin lose fee election, he cannot le- 
gally be forced out of fee Kremlin, although he 
would be constitutionally barred from running 
for a third teem. Even if his communist rival 
Zyuganov wins, he would probably be willing to 
accept a cohabitation exigence a la Jhtnfoise. 
Zyuganov has made a point of reassuring the in- 
ternationaJ commtfflity that be has no intentiem 
of turning fee clock back; he avoids talking ide- 
ology, is careful not to cut his bridges wife the 
Internatioiiai Monetary Fimfe and tries to win 
over a variety of constimencies. Indeed, bis be- 
haviour been compa^ to that of fee late 
French President Francis Mitterrand, femous 
for his nuances and ambivalences. 

Russia mi^t thus be searching for a third pro- 
ject modell^ oeitiKT on the Soviet Union under 
Brezhnev nor on Russia under Yeltsin, some 
new version of fee Gorbachev modd, more ;ae- 
cisely, a neo-Goibacfaevism without Gorbachev. 
Thou^ fee last Soviet president has put himself 
forw^ as a candidate fw the presidency, polls 
give him no more than 2 per cent of fete vote: 
peresaoika, still widely acclaimed alnxmd, 'is 
now barsUy judged in Russia as the triggering 
factor of its present ordeals. 

Russia can neitber ignore its idoiti^ and cul- 
tural l^acy nor the transformations underway 
worldwide. The question is which of these two 
factors will ultimately prevail Does what ap- 
plies to Israel also q>ply to Russia, or can Israel 
use its qtecial status in fee West to defy tiu 
rules of new worid game, while Russia can- 
not? But even if Netenyabu can dianiss an 
Arab summit as notiung more tfian a muscle- 
flexing exercise, be will find h hard to justify his 
intransigence, particulariy to the US, if it mves 
even die modmte Arab regimes to give up on 
the entire peace process, tfmg exposing fee 
whole regioD — the world's most inqmriant res- 
ervoir of oil — to unprecedented upheavals and 
anarchy. 


Alexandria 
for the Egyptians 

By Naguib Mahfouz 


When fee Oqiitulations were 
abolished, foreigners in Alex- 
andria were forced to change 
their attitude. They no longer 
owned fee country, we Egyp- 
tians were no longer second- 
class citizens. Tb^ realised 
that they and we would be ap- 
pearing beftxe tile same mag- 
istrates, so we began to feel 
more at ease. The characteristics of European 
lifo in Alexandria were stffi very present; but 
once the Capitulations were alrolished, feey 
became accessible m us as well. 

The waiters in the restaurants of first-class 
hotels used to be dressed in frock-coats, such 
as I had <mfy seen the minister of foreign af- 
fairs wear. ^ I used to fee tvaiters *Thar- 
wat", afrer the minister, Abdel-Kbalek Thar-; 
wat Pasha. When the waiter brou^ me my 
narghUek, 1 used to teU my friends: “Here 
comes Tharwat Pasha wife my narghileh"] 

At times 1 would go to Athineos, which we 
had never frequented before, and have break- 
fest, which was fee cheapest meal. Once 1 
found myself sitting near a tefele full of not- 1 
ables, among them Osman Pasha Mobairara. 
He was explaining to the weU-4£0own Wafoist 
minister, Mahmoud Ghaleb Pasha the secret of 
his Im^evify and good health: “Eat fova beans 
for <Unw,** he said, and went on to advise him 
how best to prqtare these beans, and how 
much oil and lemon to -'»dd . as though pre- 
scribing a medicine. 

As for Ghaleb Pasha, he fiequently ^leiit dte 
eveniog at die CSi^y Casino, where the best 
forei^ shows could be seen, wife .Sheikh 
Bisfa^ a well-known journalist and writer and 
the SOD of the Sheikh of Al-Azhar. The two of 
them would leave after the show, and as soon 
as we saw them passing thro ug h the Casino 
doors we would applaud them wishing them 
and the Wafil a loi^ life. Sheikh Bishri would 
then call out to us; “This is not the tune, son. 
tins is not the time"! 

In sbmt, Alexandria was a European city, 
but belonged to ns — tiie Egyptians. 

Based on ait interview by Mohamed Salnuswy. 



70 ee 4 To every action, a reaction 


Al-Akhban “The new press law... is a distorted ver- 
sion of old laws... not fit for fee future. Wife all due re- 
sp^ to those who participated in formulating this law, 
their feou^ts have been conned lo defining fee pen- 
alties to tte ^lied to journalists rafeer than looking at 
fee Egyptian press as a profession going through a dif- 
ficult p^iod and confronted by numerous threats both in- 
ternally and externally.'' 

(Said^nbol. 9 June) 

Al-Wafd: “The crisis of fee Eg> 7 ti 8 n press is similar 
to feat of peace in Israel The Likud government talks 
about peace and sings its praises wlule working lo de- 
stroy iL The same is true in Egypt. Officials declare feat 
feey are all for press freedom while getting a noose ready 
to strangulate it and preparing fee prisons to receive jour- 
nalists whom, feey belie\'e, still need to be reprimanded 
and disciplined!" 

(Carnal Badawi, 9 June) 

Al-Ahrams “I fear that there is no one in fee state 
who is as finn a believer in and defender of press free- 
dom as President Hosni Mubarak, who gave fee green 
li^i to an who write and criticise. 

1 am almost sure of this after coming across bizarre anti- 
press trends in fee last few days ^m people whose posi- 
tions require them to be for press free d om.” 

{Ibrahim ?Jurte) 

Al-Arabis “Today... Journalists get together to cel- 
ebrate their day and to stress feat their loyalty is only to 
fee nation. Their only objective is truth and feeir war 
against corruption and terrorism is far from over... Only 
a decree issued by fee country's ^ political autborit>' 
will offer a solution — one that is not biased towards 
the press and journalists but towards fee people in dteir 
battle for fre^om and against corruption and torror- 
tsm." 

(Gala! Aref, WJune) 

AWUiram: *Tbe campaign to shackle press freedom 
and toughen fee penalties against joumalisis not tnly 
muzzles fee press and represses journalists but also pro- 
tects corruption and obstructs donocratic devdt^nneDt. 
It is a blow to fee most prominent achievement of Mu- 
barak's presidency at a time when fee economy is being 
liberalised — a d^lnite paradox." 

(SalahHitfez. 12 June) 


Al-Shaab: “Tbe restricted press fireedom in our 
coimny is of more benefit to fee ruler than the ruled. It 
is (xie way to let off steam — a safety valve against ex- 
plosions... If newqtapeis are closed down or tmned into 
govemmeni organs, respectable journalists and writers 
will resort to .Arab and forei^ new^iapers to niaiw 
feeir living... TbQ' will not die. It is fee regime that 
will die; for butchering press freedom would be like 
committing suicide... cutimg tbe very vessels that cany 
blood to the heart and tbe mind." 

(Magdi Hussein. J I June) 

AUAhrsiR “We eiqiect tits fortiKoming Cairo sum- 
mit to be a first step towards tbe return of lu^ a cry 
which will awaken those who slumber and a new start 
for fee .Arab nation which has been rent asunder by 
storms and conspiracies." 

(Musi>^ Bakri, 9 June) 

Ai-Shaab: ‘‘Our triumph in fee confiontetion wife 
fee US-Zionist alliance depends in tbe first place on 
our strength... IsRtel has reananged its domestic situa- 
tion in a such a way as to enable it to act even more 
aggressively and arrogantly in tbe coming phase. We 
too must make reanangemenis to be able to deter a 
more fanatical and foolhardy Zionism." 

(Add Hussein, 7 June) 

Akbbar El-Yom: “The long era of Arab divisions 
and squabbles, could have gone on for many years had 
it not been for what has occurred in Israel., With the 
peace process threatened by Israel's new rulers, well 
known for feeir fanaticism and their hatred of the Ar- 
abs and Palestinians, the Arabs are now working to 
close ranks and sui^)07t fee peace process... Greefeigs 
to Bfoi Netanyahu whose victory to triggered such a 
s pe ed y Arab reaction." 

0jrahim g June) 

Octobon “The recent summha all have mess^es 
for Israel and the Arabs... For Israel; fee language of 
force and threats will get you nowberc— For tte Ar- 
abs: fee peue they want s^l not just come about as a 
gift or charily. They can only win tiieir rights 1^ over- 
coming their diffeFences and uniting tiieir positions 
(Ragab El-Barji, 9 June) 

Complied by Mala Saqr 



Bh i vnihi M e twi y ahi i *a faco is a oandeat. Mm a ... 

naMMr amil— nor Irownr, Itat rewib iwH^ of wfiat 
B e v — tru e. He marely looks at you ki alte int anU^atloB ni or 
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Undoing 
the knot 




The EgyptisD d^km^c .. 
Butiathre of holding a'l^ 
ries of Ar^' mi^- 
SUUUnitS rw M w p rimig tVTO 
or tiiEBe $DC~ ' 

ceeded in htaddag a 
dfwdlock whicib 
vented Ae oiguisatioii 
of a congadiepsive Arab 
confenne^ ' 
which was ' »»*Mi i tei i Mt im 
the beat mechanism for 
dealing wiA problematie 
develc^mients in Ac Arab 
shnation. Hw last such 
conference was ihe one 
held poOT to the 
War. 

AlAongh the Arab 
summit ^rinch is' to 
place in Cairo m a 
wedc’s time will exetude 
Iraq fiom it * 

wdl for the first time be 
open to ai^ other Arab 
country wishing to at- - 
tend. The aim of the 
summit will be tOjasAer 
the Arabs in an effort to 
define foe fhtare'of peace 
in the i^jon sifter die 
victoiy of Netsiiyalni and 
the Iscaeli RighL The 
exchisioo of haq was the . 
least that could be done 
to avoid wounding many 
sensibilities wfaiefa pre- 
vented the convening. of 
a s ummi t for over sir 
years. 

Be that as it mi^, the 

fact mmgtng tfia* is 

an un p recedented oqwxi- 
ment involved in con- 
vening an Arab « n H» n it» 
under . the cunent condi- 
tiotts prevaQmg in' the 
Arab world and in so frr 
as a < Mn ni n i* COn- 

sthutBs the definitive 
Arab weaprat in coo- 
fionting ^ threat . to 
' Middle East peace, posed 
by die posidans of Ne- 
tanyahn Ae rdigjoas 
Isrreli parties. It is im- 
poasable, at fins point, to 
tbrecast the results. At 
least fee' a^eement to 
convene a s ummi t is m 
mdi cation of fee dqife of 
fee tramna fob m fee 
Arab eapifala at fee 
feoD^ feat fee oasis of 
American-lsraeli peace in 
Hie hfiddte East m whi^, ; 

' wefeTiiMldhg 'm^ "y 
prove to be merely a mir- 
age. 

They most be p repared 
to revise thmr calcnla- 
tians and qpen their 
to fee land of diplomatic 
and oommeidal agree- 
meols fecy were nego- 
tiating wife Israel 
Mo one feould foil to 
beed fee . wamh^ note 
sounded by fee oom- 
nmoiqad which followed 
fee most zeceirt Da- 
mascus tripartite summit 
and which warned Israel 
against sot at tempt to 
withdraw from fee peace 
process. The com- 
nnndqud bdd tiie two 
sponsors of the Madrid 
Conference and the peace 
process l eqpbo s iMe for 
fyff cutng the future, of fee 
peace process in ease of 
Israel's renting on its 
commitnients coder that 
process. 

Wife T^ard to Israel, 
two must be' tak- 

en into cQDsideiation. 

The first is Metanyahn's 
dedaiatioD find he would 
not oommmik'On fiie emn 
veiling of an Arab som- 
mb until he had f hnn e d 
his new govenmieiDt 
This is underatandsM^ 
since a number 4>flsreeili 
policies will .have to be 
defined by the forces and 
th)tf win be in- 
cluded in tiie liknd co- 
alition, particolariy the 
Israeli position o n ^Je ^ 
nisalem and the with- 
drawal from the* Golan 
Heists. The second is- 
sue is fee feet tiiat eeay 
tain laaeli analifsts con- 
sider the mere convening 
of sn Ard) as an 

act of hostility to Isna^ 
ratiier a rgection of 
the positinns expres^ 
by Netanyahu 
amonnt to an larara 

ftritfadrawal fitmi ' .tite 


are 


sad 
td a 
\ fh- 
gm- 
8 to 

dit- 

to- 
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Time for parliament 

Egypt was the fiist nation in both Africa and Asia to espouse a 
paihameotsiy system. In 1866, during the reign of Khefeve Is- 
mail, the fiist pariiainenlaiy dectfons in the counuy took place. 
Eadier, soon after fee accession of Khedive Said in 1856, a 
charter known as the “Said Charter” was issued which gave 
Egyptians, fivtiie first time in modem history, the right to pos- 
sess agticultinal land ammig otiier key Imman ri^ts. The 
dumges coincided wife the emezjgeoee of a flourishing class of 
mdigenonit tradm and indnitfriaKsta. 

After the crestion of the first paritementaiy assendily, known 
as tiie tTwwhgr of DqMtiea, omer assemblire came to be such 
as tiie Stete Council Geoecal Assembfy, end the Legislative 
Assembly of 1913. tiie issoanee of & 1923 Conditution, 
Egypt had its first modem pedianient inaiigurated on IS March 
1924. Next esme the pamamemaiy dectiaas of 1925, 1926, 
1930, 1936, 1938 and 1942. i^Mit fiom the 1938 eCeetion, aH 
tiie othem lesahed in overwhenning minorities for the WaSL 
^nrt fiom tiie 31 March 1938 eteeticas, all tiie ^yptian elec- 
tioDS were condDcted in a fair and m^Mutial manlier. 

During Hwa i ^rii a ni w i t a ry pwrirtH of 
Egypt's histoiy, three universities were 
c rea t ed: Catro U ni ver si ty (1926) Akai- 
andria Umvershy (1942) and Ain Shams 
Univosity (1950). Free education was de- 
creed, the corvee was a fiee mar- 

ket system created. The fiscal laws on in- 
come and profits were decreed. 

Unfortunately, 1950 witneased tiie last 
fire and feir paitiantentai y dcctions in 
Egypt The pa riiam e n laiy system is deqily 
root^ in our country. Egyptians have 
proven tint fiiey ate quite capwle of run- 
ning a sound perliamentazy democtatie sys- 
tem. It is time that they got it 

This MieA's soapbox ^tttdter is Ae Sasd PaMlff 

seeroary-generai cf the Wefd Party, AbdelllOlir 



If all the world were apple-pie... 


The tradrtion/modemity debate continues. Amidst development hysteria and technology fetishism, writes Galal 
Amin, there Is irtUe awareness of the fact that science today has much the same status as religion in the Middle Ages 


Id two wdl-writtcD attides, imbiwhiiwi m two suc- 
cessive issues of AlMaam Weeify ("Agiinst tin 
qnisituxi'*, and *T3e9er nhaninations”, 23 and 30 
1996tpflsoual Serageddin made a vahnble hat aao- 
adeddontiibntiontoaveiy im portB iU dcbate:modeii^ 
vetsus tiafetioa. Tbe first aiti^ started vary well aria 
promised a disensrion of tin two of tin 

drtnte I even synqntiiiaed wife Ins description of tin 
cunent state of & debate about moden^ and tzaditian 
as ''stmle, tired and tiresome”, tiiODg^ in tin sense 

itmt 1tri« mntaiin^j aS he ri^ltiy ft 

less rqnriiioa, and tin ■«— ^ning of dva- more ex- 
anqiks and U^ily sdective anenrin ta l erideoce to bte- 
tress tin a priori position^. 

TUs, 1 was quteiuht, and I was gratified to 

read his dea enp tion of Inundfas “one of tixne adio are 
proud of tinir Arab and AfagKin iifantity * Thig 
♦wrtwi to be tin sum total of Ins "dclenc^ of “traditian*’ 
^pinst tin attack of "modanisatiaa*^, md. even of Ins iqi- 
- p rec ia tioD iqf.tin oonqikaaQr.oftito isues hnadved,-^ 
least as fer as these two artides go. For tin rest of tin 
first srtide and tin ^riiote of -tin second, he presents a po- 
rition 'vdnob is *o.ndRmist* throng^ and tinoui^ 

I fimnd tins xegrettaUe rime 1, trinte of course ad- 
nmaitg miry of TO products of modenrity arid kaiBng a 
veiy m odem life (even wife rennet to products and pst- 
tems of behavibor wfakii I uttaiy aUior, Eke driving a 
motor car, ringdy becanse 1 am kft -wife no dimoeX 1 
flimktin|»feewe |wyfi>f *inodenrity'isfertoohigb. A 
writer rmy be jn^ed in describiiig tin price of mod- 
amkafiflw as w imvitaUe result m tin c u o unute r be- 
tweoi tin : West ad teduKdogicaQy weaker cultnres (al- 
tikcm^ w, stOl ente rtai n tin hope that tins 

inaAWe pattern of inoderrBSBtkin could be dndeed or 
cooectei^ but I do not tiunk h Justifiable tint a writer 
riio^ ignore tinse heavy sacrin i wa altogetiiar ad dis- 
CDSS "modemity vosns ttafetioa” n if we have notiiing 

in hy enwliimtiig tn mndauia^ and m if all xag need 

is to do it fester. Tliis, 1 am afiaid, is Dr Secageddrn's im- 
p y^ mftMagw - tin re w riM aandmg nodoifetedly ffwwtee 
pride in fais ad MnsEm iden^. 

All xigbX tin partisas of “trafetknT often present us 
wife “t ire d and ti resome” arguments, wife ^‘'endless r^ 
etifion” of “hi^ify selective anecdotal evideace” to bte- 
tresstinfr a priori po^ioi^ bte vriut about tin fidkiwiiig 
kind of a tgo m^ whidi qipeais in Dr Seraged to 's sec- 
ond article, being used to buttress tin *modBmisf pori- 
tion?: 

“We are mwfrnnfutd with an tn fitniMi l i rw cx- 

^osion. in tin Uriled States akoe^ time are 14,000 rmg- 


arines p»htiA<»d fog Ae general public. Over 55,000 
trade bocks are puMiahad annually — that is, cm book 
evey 10 minntes, not enunting nrpewaWw-d joonals and 
pifelicatians. The vahnne of tit«witwr w is fee Li- 
bcaiy of Cc^pess dooUes once every 14 yean... *Trie- 
Mmrwnnira ti ^ resch tin foitiiest comcn of the globe... 
The vohnm of traffic on tin tnt^ n v»t HrwtKiag every 10 
months.,” etc, etc. 

These, 1 admit, are new statistics which 1 have not en- 
countered befo^ and vriiich reflect very high ^>eed and 
iqnd aceeleiatiotL But 1 happen to be one of those who 
do not take need and acceleratioo as an unequivocal 
memure of “advance”, as Dr Serageddin obviously does. 
In vrint respect are tfai^ fig ur es rmDy diffa eiit fiom the 
ma«t of mninriBtioa wife iriiich we have been continu- 
on^ bombarded fix' tin last 40-50 ye^ ever amee the 
hysteria of devriopirnot and ^ny**^’** p rog res s swept 
over wedd? Rates of growth and more rates of 
growtii, per ogalB icoame oonqiBzi&ona, bow many telo- 
vxriaasets .poiieadmidbowmBay copies of silly newe- 
papers per capita... lO., etc. Does not Dr Setagedi to find 
tids also “tired and tireaom^ 

1 do, and tin reasem is tint all tinse tmasmes of growth 
are usually grven wiflioot tin slightest coocem fo tin 
quality ofafeat is measnred, wfaefeer ft is the cmality of 
“14,000 uiagazinea pnhHshnri fix the genoal public” 
in tin US, tin coate rt s of the new book wfakb will ap- 
pear 10 mirmles fiom now, or tin quality of prognmnns 
transmitted by TV, by crenputere and by other tnearw of 
ocnnmurncatian zearidog the furthest comers of tin 
f^bbe. 

Dr So^edcKn the feet Hwt nil Hrig jg hwp- 

poamg in some parts of the world wfaSe “we debate the 
wimiiriM of jutiqpnidence, wonder whether a womn's 
nafl pohrii prevails her fiom acccoplishing complete 
abhrtions, iq^rd novelty wife su^pickn and attempt to 
set iqi banien wbereva our mnids may waiKler”. I have 
many enminenis to make on tins. Ozn is that Dr Ser- 
a^etiifei bere cuunui t s the same enor of “marahaTlmg 
hi^^ selective anecdotal evidence to buttims a a [xiori 
positia”! wish he would not go m inqilymg that every- 
body is driva by a a priori positia e x cept hhnself, he 
rioin being ruled excfairivriy^ seienoe and reasoa We 
aU have a pim poa&kms, ad there is really notii^ 
wrong witii tins; we aU alkiw our a priori positians to rn- 
our arguments, and feeie is Doming very bad 
about tint otinr. Wfart is bad is to be intolenoit or ooo- 
te m p tnous of otinr people’s a priori positions cr to im- 
agttn ooeself as tin only orn fire of prejudice. 

Secondly, ned aD defenders or tradhioo ^wnd tinir 


time wooying about the effect of woma's nail polish. 
Some may eva d^ that woma's nafl poUrii hu aay- 
thmg at aU to do witn tradhioiL Nor ate all thoee who are- 
sad to see tradition being ruthlessly troddm upon by 
modeanity necessarily tmo r i sls, funfemerdalists or male 
dhauvinists. To put all thi-aft in can or to imply 
that ftege are one and the same is to repe a t tin vicious 
fnwwatgft of Western nndia. 

Thirdfy, 1 assure Dr Sengedffo that, if be toctic a care- 
ful lode It “modem h&” — vdiidi is s u pp o sed to be gov- 
caned by latxoiial. thought — be wfl! feid exanqilfs of 
p wWfrag of thinlring and bchavioUT q uite cimnar tO wor- 
rying about woma's n»il polirii preventing conqilele ab- 
hrians. In feet, so much of what we tend to regmd as n- 
tknal in tin “modem” wqr of life is so landed only- 
because we late ft fix ^razded to sndi an extent that we 
never stop to question iL Cases in point are tin modon 
bdieft “conqnernig” nalnre is always a good tirni^ 
dm* yon can always tern a wicked person tntn s better 
nnn by putting lum in tin “ririrf arvironmaif; tint^ 
equality u alw^ good, that tin sooanr chfldtea bectxne 
economically ind^eodcat fiom tinir p arent s tin belter, 
that tin &s£a you reach your destinatiem the better, to - 
come closer to womcD'a nail polish, anotfaa’ case in point 
is the wulespread mefination to fed mferior or tn- 
adequate if one does not fellow tin latest fisfaion in 
dtesBv motor car or elecutxup gadget ... 

ft is not abadntdy clear to me feat involvemeot in-' 
the “mmutiae of jufispnideoce” is worse or less pro-' 
dnetive tim mneb of the ‘^oaodem” pattems of be- 
haviour vrindi we are amazingly ready to regard as per- 
feedy rational ' 

To give only one recent example, I would mention tin 
involvement of n?flKnn» of Amakans, fix several hours 
ev^ Any, fix sevenl months, in following tin *^ 111 - 
nutiae” fx tin trial of a ma calM O J. StEqnmi, accused:' 
of killing his wife and her lover, none of to tinee being 
a pactieidarty remarkable p ersa in any way woilfay of 
wasting so mndi on. But dwg is tin Wnd of tiung. 
into wEidt the America pubHc (and, incteasnigly, other ' 
modem societies) ere coatimiously being pushed W the 
modem medra. This is not only wnt^ and oor 
produetzve but positive^ wideed. 

The litentnre of motfan socnil sdeoces is also full of 
P4ges iqxto pages of discusskni of useless mmutiae 
which rival some of the most famous examples of med- 
iaeval s^lasticuDL Barbara Wootton once laroeoted 
that eco n o mi c tbeoretidans are often preocciqoed wife 
questions as utteriy unrelated to tin real worid as the is- 
sues raised in tin mnsay rhyme 


*Tf aD tin worid were qiple-pie 
And aD the sea were ink. 

And aD tin trees were bread and cheese 
What ifeould we do for drink?” 

Amarfeg^, however, socb modem trivia is forgiven, 
fc'*^**** it is surrounded by tin sacred halo of sdence. 

Nor is I^ Sengeddin ri^ in tfamking that su^ckm of 
novelty is ahv^ a bad thing, e^ndaPy in tins age of 
ours, wbm novdty is often esteemed just because ft is 
novel Dr Senged^ himsdf has not esaqnd firm tins 
fiiggiiiarinn wife novd^, as be is divioiisly a stroog be- 
liever m “progress”. He takes ft fix granted that tin twen- 
ty-first century wiU be better than the twentieth, and that 
ft is possible to la^ societies, “devek^nd” and “un- 
devdoped”. one “above” the otinr on fee basis of per 
capita income, since aU tin good things in life are be- 
liiwcd to be associated wife high per c^ha income. 

There are good reasons, however, to i^ect this idea 
of progress' and to believe that bistoiy is not a one-way 
movement fimn tin lower to tin fai^ia, fiom tin worse 
to the better. The fllnsion that “pro gr ess” in tecbiiology 
necessarily means ‘'progress” in ofeer things seems to 
be tin reasem for tins general belief in historical 
progress. Tins iDuskm, in torn, nay be based 00 a ex- 
aggerated reg^ fix mechaical or physical power, and 
on too smqiUstfc a view of tin reldioiislup between 
ma's matenal “advance” Ins mental and spiiitual 
devdopniCTt, 

J. Bronowdd, whom Dr Serageddin quotes admiringly 
more Ann once, fee antbor of a bode revealingly eatiitira 
TTie Ascent of MaHy is a perfect example of feU widte 
qxead hut naive beUef in tin idea of progress, in tin per- 
fectibility of man and in the infellibdlity of science. He 
never came near conteinplating the possibility that sci- 
ence may have become ^ God of modem man, that it 
has acquired its own priests, churdns, rituals and sacred 
books and that tin “e xp ert s ” who rule us today in tin 
name of scieDce could be just as dangerous as fe^ who 
ruled at earlier times in tin name of ofeer reli^oos. 

BFonowsId and IDre^nmded w ri ters ate just as in- 
tohsant towards those who are suqneioos of sdence and 
novelty as tin religious fimdameotalists are towmds tin 
secnlaiists. Metqi^'sical beliefe (of tiie old-fishumed 
type) coold of course lead p^le to loll each ofe^ bnt it 
is not to aU clear that a hi^y developed “scientific” 
culture has caused less kflling aU around tin worid. 


The wiiter is a prefassor cf ecoaomicr at Ae American 
(Miversity m Cairo. 
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PHy fhe Pyramids 

Sr- 1 was distntbed to see -tin' appaia t 
. pride wife vrinefe Al-Ahtam associates hs^ wife 
tin recent squash tonmament to Giza. Not only 
. rt o Hii» w a i gwai y aiMt«»iBlrnrttonff partwil- 

ty obsente tin Bnilawltc view of tin Pyiamds 
from a panoramic viewpomi; tixy also const i t u te 
a further degradation of fln.plat^'s status as a 
UNESCO-doimBted Wodd Hdftage Site. 

The Pyrmnds are a and fioatastic 

adiieveDaiat, rro o g n i s ed as tonh tty tin vfeole 
world. Egypt and tin Supreme Coiocfl for ijsr 
tiqizhia irm tin dai^ of qioiliiig feto iieril^ 
fix tin rest of ns. 1, for one, am kea cm bring in g 

S &njty.ad fitends to Giza as quiddy as po^ 
s, befbre tin' wfaide' site is oonrarted »"*« a 
buDdiQg site ora tinme park. 

Ak^mnm, asiqxesaialives .ctf ^ypt, idionld 
tidnkmoRoftinlongtonngoodoftinGiaida- 
feantinctite sbtxMam vahie of a squash toum^ 
ment 

AadrewSimfe. 

Cairn 

Liberating nlqa^ . 

Sir- Year. fttA page-;^aiticle x^ganfing the Sn- 

E Court zulmg a tin veil Ql-Jitam Week- 
29 Mb^ provoked me to respood. 1 wife 

to "ty Mnalim hmlhen ^ Tnniiil Rww- 

fligfddilP and hftfeamed'Einaxi. As Sengeddin so 
qriy^i^ ^ ne^ ip deate a new discomse 
— critnalyiqpcD^ and t^aaint of dt fi eieui views.” 

I am tolifiiiatit- of dillbicul nttapretaiioos of tiie 


(JttVan and HSrdftk, hot 1 stt^ abort of accepting 
nBccmato bistoty. As a. America Mosfen, I 
want an e^alopportiiiifty toicgioad. 

' lity tesarfevtoiitomo^tiafeejrt^ 
tMntinto jMnfc^ylwtftisnot^anrtoyandd 
tiaditioa feat baa nofemgfe do wife Shari^tP, as 
Ems* said. The jn^ab has bea worn I7 ntaoy 
(not all) bfiisfen woma cf all ages and chrsaes 
all over tin Iriamie worit^ iac»u^ IHnkiey, 
Iran, Morocco and tin Aifeim Peiihisala aai ev^ 
yenc^ by .histarieal toict and pietnial .zqpce- 
y— mrinn. Coidd all tiieae' woma.have' bea 
i».iiiJ w gA odbvrxlntfaiidatedbyrnm? 

1 fiotydKiartD: wear lugttb after U'yeazaof 


bdievmg in lalanL My first five years as a Mus- 
lim, 1 wore long, loose dotiting. The second five 
I added a head weed, and now the conqilete 
“mode” — gloves and all This transition 00 - 
eoned as a lesnft of mcreased koowled^ of the 
Arabic langmgB and has nothing todov^pres- 
suze frzxn any extremist graqi or by any male. 

Many believe tint ptoitical and sodal trends 
di < 7 tyte fe^on. I propose that we c onsi de r the 
contrary woma’s opearance and bfeavionr 
omld voy wfe streogfy izifliieDce political de- 

vriopmeiX and expression. 

Rrfiirid every strong masi, tiieee is a strong 
woman, hi atid cnly m Ishan, a woma’s 
sUen gfe does not come from her pretty fees or 
figure. AU strength comes fiom the Ahrighty Al- 
lah, who has premised to fimxx bis obedieat ser- 
vants. lacidenteliy, after nine years of irvipg in 
Egypt, the strongest and smartest womra I know 
wear mqah. Coi^ tins be just a coincidence? 

If I*ve piqued die readers’ erriosity eoou^ a 
this sddect, I win be bopY to provide a foUow- 
iq> article which w31 incloae top scholaifejp (m- 
ehidww fartam Sha^ Isoudl Serageddin) and a 
feteomique of all views Ity a PJLD.-ievd Amez^ 
ica woma who feds Italy Ifeeiated in her 
hiEgy^ 

PhMi SnhihadlB 

Modi 

Cairo 


Don’t biame the toacliora 

1 rod wife great interest (kmaledfen Saad’s 
letter (4lnAJiram Weekfy, 30 May-5 Jane) in 
wirife he j«wwb«»ted the efeicatiaD tystem m our 
comttzy. Fiist aD, 1 must a^ee whfa the writer 
feat tine education systoa has deterior a ted m 
cent years. However, Kfr &aif s assertion tiist 
“the teacihas... spodniostoftiieftteachizigtnne 
tr ying to gto tha ptqiSs to hsvc exta tesstxts 
•Wife them” is nmeh eoc^gented. 

The feet is that die nHgoc^ cf teafeas are 
wuikmg to ti» bert of titfe rin&y to boefit their 
«tiMteitfK It sifeo^ in qote of fee very dtffinpit 
wMirfftinwa under whidi th^ wuk. To say that 
tiiey are aD bad is a distertion of realtty md an 
uoaiixjaptfele generalisBtiorL 


The fecton contributing to the lameadable sta^ 
ns quo c£ oar educa'w system are may and var- 
ied. Among these are the defective curricula, the 
large ountoer of st u dent s per class, the old- 
fesfaioned metinKfa of teaefamg (trindi are usuaUy 
imp osed on teachers hy fee aupervisocsX dw lai^ 
of and aids, die absence of 

creativity, canwJlmg die sbcdi grade m the pri- 
mary iftVgw, die miawtng linkbctwea P» i ‘bm* b anrf 
scfaals, defective system of testing and eval- 

oarion, tie mefibethte and fiuitiess teacher tzai^ 
ing programmes, the fimlty system of soper- 
viskm, ad — co n tr ar y to aU «q >e c lati ons — the 
new tystem of 7%anax^y0.dnDRa. 

Hwe are zeaUy serious about brmgmg a end to 
the rot in cor edneatioo ^ste m, le t’s not put all 
the blaine on the POOR lEACHERSI 
ir.Mm h«»m Wahba 
Sahun Langnage Sdkool 

Asrint 


The cart before the horse 

Slr^ Teachers are resided as m indiqiasable 
component and the nerve centre of die educa- 
tional process in Enropea comlxies and mwfe of 
the rest of the world. 

We cannot deny, as teafeeia, the eminat role 
pfayed by the Mtoteter of Edugtion Ifassein Ka- 
mal Baba’eddin, to promote developmot of tiie 
educational mocess and to improve die material 
coaxlitionsoiteadiess. 

The new piogranmie r n gto nat ed ly die state 
to iumro vc teadier s * living standards is certainly 
ooem fee basic requiiaiiat s fix ^ypt to be able 
to fece die ebaSet^ of the coming century. 

However, this is not enon^ I caO upa die 
mfnigter of fthKVffl'ftn to take more progressive 
strides towards laisiDg teachers’ pay, in order to 
abolish fee ^enomenoD of {xiv^ lessons. 

It isn’t l(%ical to inqtose lestrictioos atevaniDg 
teafeeis from private lessons, wmefa is dne 
to socio-ecoaaonc actons. Giva tiieir haife fi- 
nociBl drcumstasices, bow would tiwy siqpart 
themselves otherwise? 

Aferxf FargaDab Sand 

ITngBuh tflnjpage teariier 

Beni Soe^ 


By Salah Montasser 


[fed Ntoanyafau beat Peres tty 29 votes and not 29,000, he wonld stfll 
have becoTO prime miiiister. The first direct election of the Israeli 
prime minister, independentiy of party lists, brought 50.3 per eat of 
the electorate to the polls fix Netoyahn arid 49.6 for Feres. One per 
cent dropped blank ballots into tiie boxes. Hiis is a true democracy 
— <me m which a rarodidate wife a firactioial advantage wins to the 
same extent as one elected by the vast majority. 

Analysts and re sea r ch ers l»ve bea «Teeiaiiy in t er ested in carefully 
Mamnimg votc distributiou itt a atte mp t to understand the marginal 
difierence vriiich bron^ Neta^ahn to power. The first izzqxxtant m- 
djoation hy BTamtimtinn ic iinAwhti^ny the inqiact Of thC 

Arab vote, especially on the direct ele^a of fee prime minister. 

In nty opinia, fee weight of Arab votes in any direct elections wfll 
always be a source of great disturbance fix Isndte, particularly in the 
future, because those votes may weU be decisive in choosing fee bead 
ofsta^ nre^pective oftfaetendacies of Jewish voters. 

We cm visualise whst could have happened had the 20,(K)0 Arabs 
who voted fix Netanyahu and the 12,000 who placed enqjty ballots in 
tihe election boxes voted in fivour of Peres. The piaetieal lesnlt 
would have bea Peres’s undi^x^ victory. Had the Arab vote not 
bea taka into accormt, about 58 per cent of Israelis voted fix Ne- 
*g"y ahn; this differoce diminisiwri t sifrwvri to vaoiriuog point , uha 
Arab votes woe include. 

'The Israeli invasion of soutiiem Lriiaiioo, and the (Jana massacre in 
partienlB', divided the Aiab vote; Neta^ahu the fruits of 
Peres’s savagery, in ^rite of the pressure on the Arabs to vote for 
Peres. 

Undoulftedly, the results of the etectious revealed to those Arabs 
who have the right to vote in Israel (estimated at 541,000, a number 
which is expect^ to increase by the next electitms to more than 
600,000) ^ extat of tiia infitwoce, if they are able to vote as a 
bloc. This state of afEurs is'profiNmdly disturfaing to Israel 

The seomd mqKXtanf indicaxia revealed by the examination of 
vote disttibution is die wei^ of tiie militazy establishment in the 
dectiotts. The Lfloid firmly believed tiiat dw military wonld vote 
oversriiefaniiigly fix Netanyau — so firmly, imtapri they faegm 
to eddxate bis victory be^ the final tally was eozqilete. hcameas 
awnefemg of a sutprisc tiist the militBiy vote was evenly distributed 
betwea Peres and Neiayahu — a new phenamenon in IsraeU so- 
ciety. That the inflitaty, tzaditioiiBny a Lflcnd sbonghold, rnoved 
low^ Labour in tiiese dections implies tiiat a growing proportion of 
^ ""HtBiy establishment diose the candidate e xpos e d a desire 
fix peace over fee ix opqoent of violence. This is a significant phe- 
Domenoa, and one to wfaidi researchen shonld pay closa awwitf j on in 








Loving and coping 


David Blake and the Ahmeds leam to cope with a beautiful Juggernaut against backdrops of light 


Does anyone who lives in it look at 
Cairo? If so, how do they see it? Wide 
circle of options, stock shots Grom in or 
above the Nile, a cit}’-scape street per- 
spective — fhm far out in the smog, 
haaHing for EuTopa or a tnindscape. 
Better ignore the whole thing and stick 
to bistorv'. 

Or let Sherif Sonbol give you his ver- 
sion in photographs. Usses or curses, 
it is all the same to Cairo who will be 
indififereni to both. Your feelings don’t 
matter — love it or leave it It is the 
least wearing approach. 

lliis ballet, has been per- 

formed before some years ago when the 
new Opera first opened with its creator 
Abdel-Moneim Kamel b the important 
male lead and Ermbia Kamel as his 
wife. 

Tliis is not a rexiew. but a look at a 
pheDoraenon called El-Sile. It begins 
basically from the boy's point of view: 
“you out there — I'm a man and you're 
a woman. Let's coalesce." And they 
do so m dance fonns of great beauty 
aided and abened a tail symbolic 
bud of Materialism in gold Superraan 
tights. They marry. They have Chil- 
ds — five on the line promo from out 


behind a waving golden curtain. Eve- 
ryone looks beautiful. 

'a Cairo situation known to millioas 
develops, uobeliexrable, unanswerable. 
The ri^e of a twisty situation is about 
to unfold. Like so many others — wbat 
wi^ die kids and the work and the un- 
ending grbd of the xvashbg machine 
— finds her man expwive. She 
washes out the street mud, irons out the 
creases, clothes, clothes, clothes, and 
keeps up with the Ahmeds next door. 
Explosion combg. He goes job- 
hunting and she. is left alone to do the 
protectixw lioness bit with the children. 

Here comes a tnumpham swoop into 
action of the Golden Bird of Materi- 
alism. As a couple, they are cracking 
apart because die Bird 1^ other ideas 
for man and wife. Cabarets on xvide 
boulevards, not called Sunset, loom. 
For (he man's life it is banl too. He 
sweeps the sheets while at home the 
Golden Bird makes a try-on xvitb the 
wife. Harassment does not sut her. 
She's legit He soon sinks mio total un- 
employment thm into tbe totally un- 
wanted. They fece.each other. Explo- 
sion. ■ He wall^ opt Dark nights for 
these two souls. 


'The stage sinks bto blacimess except 
for a long triangular beam of clear 
light Tbe xvife is wrapped b a filmy 
cloud of material like a jewel-spangled 
shroud. 

The music up to now has always been 
listenable, avoidbg tbe Cartesian 
straight Ibes and sudden bumps of 
Egyptian music. It broadens softly bto 
long wavbg polyphonic melodies with 
echoes of minutely exact microsc(v>c 
percussions b the distance, which lifts 
tbe ballet far tqi onto a new plane rt has 
not reached brfoie. Tbe wife sinks to 
her knees, tumbg her back on the audi- 
ence, alone b the blackness. She looks 
out across the abyss of a void to the fu- 
ture, hers or her ihmily's. Tbe move- 
ment of the dance has stopped, and an 
unmvited peace steals over the legend. 

Thm tefbre her rises Cairo, old 
dead-eyed Dick, Father-Mother of eve- 
ryone. 

This could be com, but it is not 
There is Cairo, bathmg b its celebrated 
immo rtal amber and orange afterglow, 
a sure knockout for all. Because of the 
fusioQ of Sonbol's ma^c^y ma^iified 
picture of downtown Cairo and Omar 
Khairat’s innovative tuneful fresh mu- 


sic tbe ballet ends on an uplift. Tbe 
Ahmeds come togedier, tbe young fiun- 
ily males strut, the girls swirl elegantly 
to ibe rhythm of sunlight not dead- 
U^it. and the ballet ends as they fece 
tbe megalopolis with swagger and cou- 


The ballet isa brave shot bto difBcuk 
seldom-visited territory for tbe Cairo 
Opera Ballet Company, here and now 
on scene realism. Old words don't do. 
The ballet somehow manages to sug- 
gest diis, warm and affecting, tender 
rometimes as it feces the iron butterfly 
of Cairo which legend says has a heart 
of ^Id. Cairo is the hero of tbe ballet 
— so beware of beautiful JuggemauL 

fChairat's music says it auT Hard to 
place it — opera or pop. Whatever it is, 
it is right for tbe scene and ftte char- 
acters on stage, and it belongs to danc- 
ing, Enninia Kamel was the woman. 
Serguei Bolon^ the maa The tall 
Golden Bin! was Gorbatchev. The Cai- 
ro Opera Orch estra seemed happy un- 
der Tabs NaguL 

But as tbe curtains slid to a clost^ it 
WHS Sonbol's golden towers, threat- 
ening and avuooilar, which fSHighr tbe 
breath. 


Music 


4 Carnal Abdel-Rahim: Cairo 

u Slnnphonv Orchestra: Cairo 
*. Choir; Aide Magnato. 

choir master; Nicolai Dilgov. 
lb oboe soloist; Reda El-f^akil. so- 
z loist bass baritoae; Youssef El 
r- amductor; Main Hall. Cai- 
ro House: 3 1 May 


Very beautiful sound waves 
floated from the Cairo Symr 
(diony Orchestra at the be 
girmmg of this concert devoted 
to Abdel-Rahim's music 
widi the piece called Baladi. 

We are told that his Germanic 
connections plus bis inborn feel- 
ing for the of his Egyp- 
tian musical background are 
welded togeto to produce a 
type of music very special to 
himse lf. A vision, an emana- 
timi, an Abdel-Rahim sound. 
Oriental and of the other world 
Euro-classic. Nothing retro but 
forward looking. 

Does this longed for fusion 
ever materialise? There are 
plenty of statements from his 
oeuxre, but no ansxvers. ....Are 
you stg^M»ed to be anywhere in 
particular in his music? Is it ab- 
stract pure music? This seems 
to be his idea — but even Bach 
suggests place. In Abdel- 
Rabmi’s music there is a sense 
of not belonging anywhere at 
alL not in Europe — or in 
Egypt, a land of blue space. Nile 
and desert 

An Egyptian, Abdel-Rahim 
has every to avail himself 
of the raw material of the coun- 
try for his music. Baladi sug- 
gested not rural i^ypt, but a 
Streatening dark nighm«tpe out 




Demonic 

decibels. 


David Blake picks his 
way through chill and fire 


cbesiral effects with great in- 
genuity, screens of lov«ly noises 
come and go over tbe surfece, 
but the emotion remains tbe 


Hall. Cairo Qpenz House. 7 
June 


of Alban Berg’s Ltdu, 
The Lotus Pond for 


The Lotus Pond for Oboe and 
Orchestra had both exciting 
sha^ws and loogeur, but there 
was no water in foe pmd We 
might have had a little Debussy. 
Ravel or Strauss. This pond 
was maybe formally water, but 
as muac it emeig^ ausMre and 
dry. But the quasi-melodic mi- 
asmas passing across the laod- 
xape had power to disorient. 
Where were we? The cbaim- 
ingly written ululations of foe 

obek beautiful foot# they 
were, made 00 effort to explain 
az^thing. 

Gamal Abdel-Rahim's ballet 
suiie Hasson onef NaJma — a 
bucolic tragedy about a pair of 
star-crossed lovers — as music 
is good, but is it ballet music? 
Hassan and Naima through 
their tiage^ of injustice and 
outrage withoid much surfeoe 
disturoance from tbe music. 
Abdel-Rahim seems befler at 
surfece effects than at dmbre or 
tone. He froths out his or- 


same — a mystery. 

Tbe final work of tbe ex^eoing, 
The Awakening (.41-Sahwa) is a 
long 19^ work to a poem by Sa- 
lab .^bdel-Sabbour. It tells of 
loss, presumably foe narrator’s. 
The b^tone's “beloved” and bis 
suppottive brother died, 'Though 
in this work there is no effort to 
glamorise a return to a. simple 
village life, there is in foe tale a 
mothCT who brings comfort, sus- 
taining tbe narrator with a belief 
in the joys of everlasting life. 
'The baritone part xwas xvell sung 
by Reda El-Wakil. but xvifoout 
his usual dark inky depths. 
Much missed, these might have 
^ven this music a sharper edge. 

The Cairo Opera Choir and 
Synqjbony Orchestra under El- 
Sisi did a very impressive job 
xvith all the music of the eve- 
ning. All the levels of tone in 
The Awakening were gixren full 
expression. El-Sisi is never one 
to prettify or soften a phrase. 
We had force and power from 
choir, soloist and interpreiatioo. 
El-Si^ left foe smokescreen in 
place, but foere were sugges- 
tions of things only hinted at in 
foe music. Whatever per- 
sonality there was to Abdel- 
Rahim's music El-Sisi gave, 
shimmers and ail. 


Cairo Syn^thony Orchestra: 


Masters of the 20A Century (4); 
Ahmed EiSaedi. Miniatures for 


Ahmed EiSaedi. Miniatures for 
orchestra; Ca/i Nielsen, Cort- 
certo fi)r clarinet and orchestra, 
clarinet soloist: Mokamed Ham- 
tfy: Ctacinto Scelsl. Quatro pesr 
ri:Jurg Wyttenbach. De Metalli, 
baritone; IFidmer; Jurg 
fyvaenbach. conductw; Main 


It's musical earthquake time in 
tbe West 'The Devil's cryptic 
admonition to Faust in foe 
Goethe version as be anoints him 
xvifo foe doubcfril blessing of 
eternal youth "sustain yourself, 
sustain youiself' applies to lis- 
teners at wbat used to be called 
concerts of contemporary music. 
Abdel-Rahim's strange chilly 
music fits this categorisation. So 
did foe music of the 7 June con- 
cert splendidly presented by foe 
Pro Helvetia Arts Council of 
Sxvnzerianfo brave choice of rep- 
ertoire, feelingly played by the 
Cairo Symphony and conducted 
by Jurg Wyttenbach, most fast 
moving of Switzerland's musi- 
cians, pianist, composer, con- 
ductor and lecturer. 

Wyttenbach left foe piano in 
this cmicert to others, but con- 
ducted the orchestra in the open- 
ing piece, EI-Saedi’sA/miiz/urEtf 
for orchestra, 'These short qii- 
^ams are foil of asides and allu- 
sions on tite orchestral scene but 
never descend into plagiarism. 
They speed along like a &t car. 

El-Saedi's virtues as a con- 
ductor sj^g into action in his 
compositions. It says a lot fix 
Wyttenbach that he brought to 
tiieir performance foe same qual- 
ities as those of their creator ten- 
sion, ^teed, ever-changing tempi 
danfog about off foe reel in burst 
of nervous reaction. 

The Miniatures seem to be di- 
vided into four but never actual- 
ly pause — they burgeon out and 
•upwards into all kinds of de- 
signs. 'This ts used xvifo virtuoso 
compositional effect by tbe ems- 
poser who has a unique sense of 
design as a conductor. The mu- 
sic is busy and fascinates by its 


courageous clarity. There is not 
a moment's hesitation to these 
si^^ng wheels without rest 
Like all music which moves foe 
emotions, it is visuaL revels in 
colours and is never flaccid. Tbe 
tonal Gonstiuction tnucb« the 
visual. If there is rest, and fo^ 
is, it is a sudden halt to foe io- 
fenial Faustian machine. 

Carl Nielsen's music lay uzt- 
comfortabiy in this concert — 
another weave, another ditnen- 
sion. Nielsen, though axware of 
all his era’s dhneosions. kept 
xxithin bounds. Nielsen's music 
suggests familiar teniimy, not 
like those which El-Saefo ex- 


plores, but predictable and slow- 
er. 'The CoRcerTo for clarinet 


and orchestra needs a strong vir- 
tuoso player, and in Molrawd 
Hamdy it had one. He was in- 
e.\hausoble, breath to spare for 
iMg noiR ending in coloratura 
twists, with easy confidence like 
8 jazz player. 

In foe second moxrement foe 
musical invention wavers a bit 
and we are in for that form of 
strain when a composer know- 
ingly moves into dmgerous un- 
famiiar lenitory. But Nielsen 
knows hb way. He withdraws 
from the situation which later 
music of tbe century confronts 
and positively revels in. Nielsen 
turns tbe sound to a positively 
blues tune, comes across EUing- 
tonand we are in blues teiriKxy 
with tbe clarinet doing those vi- 
brato waves so ex^xessive in the 
jazz era. 

Tlien the last of the three 
movements. Tbe solo instrument 
rises high and gradually fadea 
avray into nothingness. Ntelseo, 
aided by Hamdy, was vecy beau- 
tiful. 

We then crgqyed a diort sharp 
series of from Jurg 


Wyttenbach on the next com- 
pem to be played, ooe of his 
favorites. Giaemto ScelsL a 
composer who died an active 
plus. As Wyttenbach 
wam^ throw out foe lot when 
you Usten to ScelsL No tune, 
not much rhythm, no place sug- 
gested, no tenqx) — just music. 
John Cage, foe America n , said 
there is no such thing as sheer 
noise. Traffic snarl-ups, Bee- 
tboxren — it is all art So with 
ScebL His music, Wyttenbach 
says, is like human sl^ it nev- 
er ends, it covers everything, h 
is alxvays there, tbe same tou^ 
almost immortal fabric. But h 
can stretch — as did foe guo- 
av peer. Tbe four pieces are 
delightful, naive and free. 
They keep far from tbe classic 
txmd wagon, stay far out 
where the air is clear, are rest- 
ful like a mohair blanket, emn- 
foTting and light like foe prose 
of Raymond Roussel whom 
Soetsi resembles. A big climax 
of exciting whistles. Harmony 
and memory get lost Think 
about God 

And the last piece is 1^ Jurg 
Wyttenbach himself — his De 
MeudlU a famous piece set to 
words from tbe notebooks of 
Leonardo da VincL Through 
man's fault foe natural form 
be set free but does not control 
xwfli destroy the worid”. Wyt- 
tenbaeb's jaunty reading of Le- 
onardo's infernal coolmook of 
horro ni was perfect He deep 
silenced foe big, distinguished 
audience totally and the De 
Metalli began. 

It is a hit to foe bead. No 
ducki^ foe blows. 'The music 
is vaii^ and rugged — dark. 
Tbe powen of darkness reflect 
only something else's li^iL 
This is tnonkey-Iaad Itghriwgj 
and not the sun as homo sev- 
ens sees It 'Tbe compositKXi 
avoids an tbe pitfalls of apoc- 
alyptic rmoic. It is bri^ Us- 
ten^le and bonible. It is also 
boiriblc for the bass baritone to 
sing. Kurt Wifoner, tberefim, 
de^es d^ re^Kct and 
tbanire for MS himrflmg of foc 
murder^ intervaU and sud- 
den descents into grunt and 
cackle. He xvas a wonder. He 
even rose above foe «dtestra 
when in rare maments it kl out 
its premium face. 

De Metalli is a macabre 
masterpiece of bow to state 
tbe abMltae with foe mmi- 
mum. The message lay foere 
like foe mortdiy wounded 
planet on which we live for all 
to see. As Leonardo and Wy^ 
tenbach see it. “R^ent ye” is 
quite out of place. 




EXHIBfnONS 


g|»«hl ■ pafafitige l 

Maskra^fm GeMmy, S Cham^ 
p^Btm.St. Dmmtom. Tel. 578 
4494. Daify ere Frir 
Until 13 June. ' 


Javier Ofaye, Leb JM Castffla^ 
Vodofea Baa Ri^ 

C<«de£f-Jfe»qger, (^eraHoiiae 
Grwuub, Gestra. Tri 540 6861. 

Dc^ Un& 15 June. 

Palmings and gnphic vMdES. 


Mlaiatarcs 

Eapeee Girilin\ I BSher^m St. 
Downtown. Tgl 393J699. Daily 
esc Fri, 10aitt-2fm A 
[Mtil 18 June. 

Including woilcs Abdd-Btdi 
El-Gazzv and Adham Wanly and 
seven] contEDpomy artists. 


III— — ^ 

Am Caare, I BkMoahad. Ei- 
Swiasrt St, Zamalek. Td 340 
8211. Daify etc Fri, tOan^lpm 
A 7pm-l0pm. Until 20 Jur^ 


ymsy ManlMik (Painlingsl 
Feuuiatien for HeBade Cut- 
ture. 18 SUB UetwaBi St, nearB- 
Aaeirin, AtexamMa. 7W 
J59& UntilJOJune. 


The Mosana of Mr and Mis 
flfafcamrrf flfafcmirntl ffhaW 
I Kxtiaur B-AJdishUi St. DoU± 
Tel 336 2376. Daily est Man, 
lOatwApm. 

Egypt's largest coUecdon of niae- 
tFmth centuy European ai^ 
MiwcgHH by tbe late Mabrooud 
KhalQ. inrlwfing wmts by Gjur- 
bet. Van Gogh, Gai^nin, Mooet 
and Rodin. 


Egypcfu Maamm 

Tahrir Sq. Downtown. Td 575 

4319. Daify esc Fri, 8am-5pin; 


■«vt die nnimoues' 


Gonttc ItbneuM 

Mu^Girgu. OU Odra. Td 362 
8766. Daify exe Fri, 9an~4pm; 
Fri 9em-llam A Ipm^jnn. 
Founded in I91()C foe 'museum 
bouses tbe iaigest crilectioB of 
Coptic art and mtefads in ibe 
world. 


Uamk Moscujb 
A nt Said St, Ahmad Maher St, 
Bab B-Khalq. Td 390 99307390 
1520. Daify etc PH, 9am 4ffm; 
Fri 9am-ll.30em A ^rm-4jim. 

A vast coUectioD of Islaoiic arts 
and crafts mgimting maskrabfya, 
lustzewBie caamica, lextues, 
woodwork and coins, drawn from 
Egypt's Fatiaii^ Ayyubid md 
Mameluke peri^ and odier 
oonmries in lie Uamic world. 


Muenn of Modem Egyptfeu 
Art 

Opera House Grounds, GaUa. 
Td 340 686J. Daify exc Mon, 
JOan^Jpm A 5j^Spm. 

A penMnent <nspl^ of 
and seolptiire charting me inod- 
ern ait mox'euKDt in Egypt from 
iiB earliest pkaeers to latM prao- 
titiooen. 


Motaiaed Nagai Moscbb 

Chdteau Fyrmruds, 9 MeJanoud 
AL4SuindiSt, Cba. 

A amwiauii devot ed to foe paint- 
ism of Mrfoamed Nagui (18S8- 


Mahmood MakbterMasRUii 
TbAiir St. Gesira. Daify exe Sun 
and Mon. 9am-l.3^»L 
A pennaoent coOectiOD of works 
by the sadptor Mafamoud Midfo- 
iar(d. 1934t, xvboae granite aoD- 
umcot to Za^loul sta^ 


Listings 


near QasrEl-Ntl Bridge. 


FILMS 


ways to die; stemng Moigan free- 
mart ^ Brad PitL 


Fercy Adlon nims 

Goahe Insduae, 5 Abdd-S^ 

A^St. Downtown. Td 575 9877. 


laold Gakr (FaindQ^)' ' 
Gmw-Berim Coffajr. nioastef 
0-Gubufi Sf; Bdi El-Lauk. Td 
393 1764. Dmfy exe Sm, 

8pm. Until ISjme. 


Last Kw Days (1982): 13 June, 
^SSkte (19S1): /9-JbHA 7pm. 


3.30pm. OJOpm A 

9J0fo»- 


The Jeuraalbm aid Mass 
CommoafeattoB DarfcTom 

Worktop 

Soap CtBen. Mam Caamts, 
AVC,EUSIMldlumSLTd357 
5422. Daify exc Fri A Sat, 9am- 
noon A 6pm-9pm. Until 14 June. 
PhuteglMhS by of 

AUCs JmC D^atlmBiL 


itilim FBms ^ 

' AsflaM CMturd Centre, 3 B- 
Sheikk ENidawd* ^ Zamalek. 
Td 340 8791. 

Le Vie Del Signore Sono TlBite 
(1987), starmig Massimo Tioia 
milABooSlti.I6June.7fft 
In ^^sglo Con Papa (1982). fo> 
rected^, uod starring, Alberto 
Soldi. 18 June. 7pm. 


iSrir. 112 ^9hrirSt. D^Jd 

335 5726. Daify 

2n«tr B-Nasr Sq. Maadt Td p2 
3066 Daify lOam, ipm. 6pa 
A 9pm. 


Frcoch FDnrt 

French Cuitural Centre, Ma- 
foaset El-Hoqouq B-Perensiya 
St. Moutdra. Td 3547679. 

A Centuy of Writers, docu- 
mentary dim featnti^ Naguib 
Mahfbus' works. Directed by 
ArmeLaine. 77Ju»a 7pm. 

Fr en c h (1954), directed 

Jean Reunr and siainiig M Fe- 
lix. 18 June. 7pm. 


Koken Arrow ' 

giffimL iSEaadeddinSL Down- 
awn. Td 924 830. Daify lOta, 
Ipm. 3pm. 6pm A ^m Celn , 

360 6081. Daify 10.30am, UOpm. 

^ ^ Ml O MIbmw Sf_ ! 


3J(hm. A 9Ji^ Eb 

Sdni, 65 Mdd-Hamid Badem 


St. HeBopoUs. Td 293 107Z Daily 
SJ^m, 6.30pm A 9.3Cpm. . 


Vfatoodty I 

EMletreya I.B-Horreya MaU. 
Boxy. Hdiopolis. Daify Ipm, 3pm 
6 pm dl 9pm. 


Fremek CnUtaiU Centre. 27 Sa- 
briAbuJlamSt,£smaiOeSq, He- 
aepoUs. Td 417 4824/417 4825. 
Daify exe Fri A Sat, JOan^Jpm 
A SpmrSpm. Until /PAsia 
Uoa EL-Ohaity's students, wbo 
have worked at the centre's ii^ 
ikr duriqs 1996196, exhibit ih^ 
pamtipgs. 


Preuek Cuhard Centre, 27 Sa- 
briAhn Akim & lanaUia Sq. He- 
ttapoBs. Td 417 4824/417 4825. 
JeSidiLe Seig neur Du Chitean 
(1989), rfeecled by R Vernier, 
"‘■■■'‘"C J Rodiiefeit 13 June. 
Tpeu 

Tooche Pas An Grisbi (1953), 
directed by J Bedcer and starring 
SGdnD.18JuHe.7pn. 


SwtdeaDoefo 

Metro. 35 Tahet Harb B. Dawn- 
untn. Td 393 3897. Daify iOam. 
Ipm, ^m,(fymA 9pm. 


The.Vflbgc 

. AgMiMse Cubnrd Caioe, 106 
Qav^ BtAbt/ St; Garden Oty. 13 
Jima, 6pm. 

Directed by Y<ni Yamada (1975). 
Takufai is die leader of tbe youfo 
associatNo-m Malsuo vUl^o, 
whexe;, foe first time, a ino- 
sical perfeemance it to be faekL 
He weds hard to ensure the per- 
ftcTDimrte^s socceg. 


Whae You Were Sleeplag 
Et-Horreya U. B-Hamya Mali, 

Raiyi A^upoifir. Deify 1pm. 3pm 
Ann, 9pm A midm^ SamsU 
Htttau /, Conddie B-NU St Td 
574 7436. Daffy lOJOm, 1.30pm. 
3.3tfym. 6J0pa. 9JOpm A add- 


Bravefaeart 

Xarim U. 15 BmadedtBn S. 
Downttnun.- Td 924 830. DaUy 
IOam Ipm 3pm,6pmA9pm. 


Nine Months 

Normandy (autdoorsL 3i EL 
Ahram & HdiopoBt. Td 258 
0254.Dalfy8pm. 


Gnnp ExhibUon (PahUiDgs) 
CBONBerfia Geflciy. 17 Yoiatrf 
B-Gubidt Si. Bab ELLouk. Td 
393 1764. Daily exe Sun ilpm- 
8pm Until2?Jwm 
the studente of the Cstro Acad- 
tsay, Facufor of Fine Aits, ccltibit 
tfatt wodc tbs title ‘’Old 
Cano”. 


Coounmdtd dnmnas dutnge dtdr 
profftanmes evmy ifond^ Tbe 
MormatfoR provided is valid 
two^gb to Siaibiy cfoerviiMek it 
uwimmehedc with the eaiemas. 


MUSIC 


Barbara Graf A Sadhyo N)e- 
derbergv 

MasknUnya GaBeip, 8 Cham- 
poOion &. Dawnlown. Td 578 
4494. Daify etc Fri, llamJfym. 
Until 4 July. 


Ya ftnnli Yi GtaBraaai 
Life— My Passioo) 

BhaB I, 26 Ji^ St, Damamm, 
Td 575 5053. Daify Jpm, 

6.30pn A'OJQpm aeaqy, Boty 
Sq. Hdiope&L Td 258 0344, Dai- 
fy IOam, 3pm, 6pm A Ifym Itte 
/. Natr City. Td 262 9407. Daify 
lOSOam, 3.30pm 6J0pm A 
9.30pm 

Ma^ Ahmed All's d^ut-Sm 
esqdoces the ngiaMiB lives _.of 
ibrae women {foyed by Lefls 
Elwi, P-th-nn fthrfwrte lod Hsls 

Sedqt 


B-Lomangl (Tbe Waidoo) 

ISdo. 23 EinadadMit Down- 
town. Td 934 284. Daily IOam 
ipm. 3pmc.^A 9pmfo/ftiLr>^ 
Abdou and El-ShafaBi Mahtdiik. 


AixaeniaBS6» ' , j 

Jbtf £EafL Opera Hdiee. as I 
abawe. J5Jim ^mt I 

Sofaano Sbaks Hovaginniian and 
Fotiai Issid ftneno), along wifo foe 
Stednabad Troope;, give us a taste I 
atAuuems. 1 


^O^mgyaiglyiatpi ich Mar a 
"SSmB' SnSC 'Cpera' Home, as 
abevel/OJwm'limL I 



VloUa tad CeBo Redid 
SmeBHaBL Opera House, ai 

above. 17 June. 9pm. 


Rhythm and Mdody 
EtOawegsr. Opera House 
GrounA, Gcfea Td 340 
6861. 19 Jane. 830pm 
Cfaxdiioxnd by Yasser 
Mo’awed Qiis’k wifo Ab- 
ddla B-Konn [(fooom), 
Na'eb Tali (Piano), Ma^ 
Mahmoud and Nagui Abdd- 

Larif(DoS). 


THEATRE 


MervatSoneS 


Khoefc 

French Cntood Cmare, 27 
sttfaf Abu AJam ft Itmdiia 
Sq. HeBopelis. Td4I74824. 
I6Jmm 8pm 

Jules Rronain’s play wfll be 
perframed by die Hdiopolis 

Hmtip. 


El-Tshwila 
^bBE^ ftdh 
Td34640l7. 


Mobandessm 

'ySpm 


MltFoU . 

Rndh. 24 Talaai Hath ft Dovm- 
farm. Td 575 6562. Deify IOam 
Ipm 3pm 6pm A Bbratin, 
26th Jidy ft Dowrmnm. Td 575 
5053. Daify 1pm SJdpm, 
630pm fym A /(ton. CMassoL 
/J Emadeddln ft Downtovm, Ttf 
779 537. . Daify 10am 1pm ftnx 
A 9pm Diana Fdnea, 17 
B-Alfi ft Emadeddm, Doww- 
fowR. Td 924 727. Daify IOam 


EbAmtaa Tantascr (The 
Princess Awahs) 

Zdhi Tabtfmat BeB, BTtdi'a 
Theatrei AtBm Td 937 948. Daify 
exe Tues, 93Cpm. 


eJSetaoda(LadyHodt) i 
Nudemd nedre, Ataba Sq. Td \ 
911 ^7. Daify exc Tues, 9.3tfym 


LECTURE 


Caira Symphony Orchestra 
Mtdn Ad, Opera House. Geara. 
Td3420598.i3Jime,9pm 
Selected woris perfboned by bos 
Ahdd^^rem (flute), Beatrice 
Gnj^erman (barp) and tjonday ted 
by Youssef B-Sts^. 


•inz 

SmaS Had . ' Opera House, as 
abeva 13 June, fpn. 

Ydiis Kbolil petranns. 


Ipm 3^ tfym A 9pm. 79a n, 
Nasr Oty. Td 262 9407. Daify 
10.30am 330pm A 

9.30pm 


rhiM r an ABd Acddentt '> 

Ftumek GsAsonf Cenffte' Ma- fS 'r 
AmatB-HoqouqEl-FerenafyaSt ; ‘ v 
Motadra. Td 354 7679. 13 Jane. ' 
63(fym 

f^cnae by Anne Tursz. 


YanheeZahi 

Bands HUiou U, ConUehe B- 
NU SL Td 574 7436 Daify 
10.30am, I3<fym 330pm 
630pm 930pm A midnight 


Seven 

El-Hanon, B-Haram ft Gisa. 
Td 385 8358. Daify IOam. Ipm. 
3pm 6pm ' A Opm Cosmos u. 12 
Emade d dln ft Dowatowa. Td 
779 537; Daify IOam Ipm. 3pm 


All mfonnation conect at tmieof 
8tepg ''to picA However, it le- 
najns wise to check xvifo venues 
filSk anoe pm gram nw>«, XmWm mtd 
times are sugrot to ebauge at very 
short ootice. 

Berne oi- jo- 

femudno to tJatnip« AMhram 


fFeeify, Gsiaa St, Cairo. Td 
5786064. Fax 5786089/833. 


Cotrgjiled ty 

IniyB-Kashef 


Around the galleries 


SURREALISM 
fixtures strong- 
ly in the paiat- 
ings by Ghada 
Abe Gbtzala 
cuciently on ex- 
hiHt at Salaimi 
Gallcp'. Tbe 
40 paintings on 
show vary in 
teibject matter 
frrm colourful 
interior, p8y- 
diological 
spaoes to ex- 
plorations of 

the honors of . . 

The Verdi 

room of the Moniett Hold was givae OYerio flow, the 
piwnringg i^ Nerees GeiiidL A student of So- itime trafi 
OET Ra^ieb, Guiiidi's stOMiite.and postraits 



•re technxrefly 
acconoplished 
. exanq>le$ of 
vdiat "may be 
c^ed (he Egyp- 
tian iinpies- 
sionist style. 


The Optfa 
Honse Gallery 
ple^ host to 60 
bla^ and vriute 
phocQgnfohs by 
ReemEI-FeisaLj^. 
Tsiidng as there 
subject the port 
of Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, these 
powerfully cap- 
. turc the ^ 

®od puU of huiQan' niar^ 


f^^vSqwoifby 


-■‘iw 
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in history 




I _ 


_ _ _ jWMaSa'ha [MoDn- 

tamoiis Jcniney, Osomcolt JcR^^ 

1 98S) ttie Patestniiatt poet Fadm Ttajal 
C*« 1P17) tdls vs.ftiC her fidn; a p o Wti ^ l activist « 4 k> 

sinrilar tni ^^^^herbwifliCT a rahim niu had di^^uS 
otiose poems of die 1930s and *40s vdeed the collective 
cs^erience of the j^destimaopeoide stn^glmg firaalioiiai 
-libetatiaiL She unable to fiilffliieriadie^ Sbe 
^ guilty, eoiaged and he^tas, not <mty because sbe 
loved nra&m, bat ateo beesBse she nDdostood how 

a Falesdnim ixitt die lade ()f aiticidating te coD- 
scieoce of IiiaAer penile. TveoBf however, coold only 
^nite lydcal poems as die wo^ at laige been m- 
btddea hod to her and* toe ooty thing she koew were her 
ownperscMiBlaiiotMtos.-- 

Half a ceotiiry later, AxA wotxnea are i nv ol v ed in a com- 
plex social reafity whkfa toey try to cooctptnalise; unlike 
ftatofTnyil,fl»flmerieneefann*.nnftrfseelnd«ihnt 

OM of insaetsion-aad-satoEatiaL .Ihe pressmes of pa- 
taan^ aie sdD to^ toot^ leas fioee toantobee of ear- 
lier tones. i nsi ste i it are toe la es anr es of a post- 
oolcnial natinnal real^. Ihu vk^a&n of one's to 
(tooose, at toe ocire of & issoe of woowoi’s ni^ilSk eactoids 
totoeovenriiehiiBigniqcaityofmeiiaDdwomB&mcxaHi- 
tiks toe destiny of wtoidi is detemuaed tv iotorests otoer 
toan todr own. In sndi a context; a noiyow empha«« on 
gender pntolems is as disiiid as te tommist talk of ai^re 
women in toe bacdc 'sesis of a hgadredplBieL Tte fimafe 
eqredeooe b ecomes oine of toe mat^ details of tte laiger 
natonal context of eml wi atoai and op p res a CBi; a context 
^toidi for writess . inmides ■snefa i c pi eesivo^ measorea as 
snqreasian fiom jobs,- denia! of access to toe Tnedia and 

even TTnprtennmnnti . . ' 

to The lAito ^Aeedbffi. c^^reecA MJmqvist & 
sen totdmtfiond, StotAbobn , 3993), Manna Stagh com- 
{Aes a bilidiogBqiiv (if 40 Egptian wntem who were de- 
tained or in^soned fiom 1952 to 1981. Ihesewnlea 
have piotoi^ a suhs t anto i l body of enson nmnenES. 
Amcng toe women who have contnbuteci to tois bo4f are 
Lati& Al-Zq^a^ Farida Mawal Al-Saadawi 

and Safinag Kazem. Icre^ective of ihdr political diSer- 
ences — Al^Z^yatandAl-NbqHhareMBccis^Saadawiis 
a Hbeial tomniist andSaaem is-anlriamist— toese aoti- 
esrtiKriimtgit women writes have eqieoenoed poGtied 

deienliadaodlifetopdBoiL'^ 

The prison, .however, m Latifo At-Za^afs- oao- 
biogiqmy. An In^eeSm Campqigfi QHboh^ TtytEiA], 
Dar af-SU, 199^ takes-oo a new, powofbl' mftwwng 
ShewDtes: t*Ilw(>fficeristBkmginetoiaisonhiitIkn 0 w. 
totf^Dobotfy oan ledty-pDt me m priacBL fibexty was 
there, at the end of ti^ road, con^leCe; waxtoig for me to 
stralitoiivanmtoemlbface if*^ IIQ. ParadoKicalty; 
toe actoalpasop at Al-Q u anaterm 1981 nqiliestoB^of 
toe pdsem witom, toe mind-fbr^ madoc^ of sdto^^ 
fiawr m d gnhwieainn. 

to her wti t iii g, ' AtZqnf's atriadatioa oT wonmi's 
thwarted potontiBl is tor fiom shxple. Her women c3ar>' 
acters are never rin^listically preaetoed as imioceat vio- 
tiim ofpatoaiitoalsticiety crpoiitoxd tyiam^. Tbe issue 
of buman li^ds is nca seen in mwnirht^ tenns of 
pressor and oppressed latoer, suggests, & 

quest fir libaimioo inqilies sdf'scrhtii^, ael^n^nient 
and an awareness c^faiiaian worto and re^Kxnsibflity. 

Since the pressures of pcrihical power m Ai^ oountdes 
are rimed by men and women, toscusrions of itie ex- 
perience of opfae^don sed^ in terms of gender miss tte 
point AnAi^wntei; whetb^manarwocnaD, will beiel- 

atWriy safe if shedie conforms to toe status quo and win be 
pereecutedifriietoe a flea q it s ttxyposeoffSMivertiL 

W ithin to**- ■ 
iunlmri mil the pOKfc^f>lfi«ia1 mnmentj qntMtkwk fiff trigl^ 

become more urgent toan toose of gen^ The writers 
iny gemerafion,! once wn>t% are "oonscioos that faistoi^ is 
not oidy oto fiiere to bools iccoEds of toe past, but js a 

Irving expetiepce of eve^dqr life: great wars, -great ex- 
pectatkais, heavy tosses, immeasmaMe defeats, taromatic 
dumg eg , fiactnies and di^uncuires and toe oqnebait to- 
'security of fl human win negated and of sidge^ acted 
^nqicm rather itomacitog. Our pieseto to fived as tostocyian 



their existence. This, to *»"». mi pliw» an 
overall revision of previous aumimiiinwg. Witring of toe 
Lrixmese cavil war, the Lriianese novelist 
says: *tzt) taught me to rectoeck evetytotog I had leamec^ 
fiom toe htobny of ny counhy and of toe area to toe 
memories ofmyp«Tiri&riM»p^iYiy&lher and that of ibo vfl- 
toge." The war, stys Baraka^ pot evoytoiii^ toclurfiitg 
human iB&se, into (joestiaa: *Tt was to raamt dot I femd 

myself on that night of heavy la*"*”*^'****"*i j mryhw to 
toe stairs to j minting over my cfaDd a«^ »n that J 

had learned about & ncble hMewieta of fnertwahrya^ It 

was also there toat I realised, when solcSets stopped me at 
a cbedqxmi^ that I could, if I had toe power and a gun, Idn 
whoever hno n l ia t ics me ddibertoety. I cSacovered that I 
could do it wito rapture and a voracity vrindi 1 had pre- 
viouriy coDsiderecr sick.,." ("Writtog Off Time" [^Al- 
Kitaba Kharq Al-Zaman*!, The First Axrii Women Book- 
fidr, Cano, Nov. 1995). The war c jipai ence was Hke an 
tofemal mnxar vriiose zeflecdons, once perceived, cxmld 
never be (fisanssed. 

As to the case ofBazaka^ a coorideiride number of And) 
i M nfwgft writers — Ahlam Mn a t a g ha nmi (AlneciaX Zaba 
Umm (ka^) and myself ^gypOi to name'bot fisee — 
are ei^aged to the attenqit to appropriate Ustocy and to 
produce ahematzve of perception. Mnstwhuomi, for 

ocarqile, to The Bo^'s Memory dlAaklrai M- 
Jassadit Dar Al-Adaab, Beini^l993) rewrites toe Ustory 
(ff toe Algerian revohitioo toton^ the love story of a 
maimed war veteiaiL In her nanativ^ she produces a sito- 
versive verrion of the bstfinrdecadescnAlgerianhis- 
taiy, ooB which aqioses and opposes the offidal vetskaL 

hi Depmiurejrom Susrvga dAl-Kkunp Mm Susmqti^ 
Dar Aantoa, Amnon, 19^, Umar reconstmcti the ex- 
odus of the rViif^gtnnc fiom toeir CXi^DlI hniw alantt The 

of tha gomniMwvtty ig arihw«<iw^ tm«y 

used bjr the Jotxiaman mooarefay and toe Bo t M i, of toe 


Om Ratiba^ Gazbia Sirry, 1952 and Tourists Ascending the Great 
Pyramid (Hlustrated London News. 7 May 1887) 


oppresrive and hatmting histodcal reality whh vtoiefa we 
grqjpie and which we hibour to grasp" C*A' space of my 
own", Jt-AJawn W^ify (23^ Nov. 1995). Tbe ex- 
perience is not pecultor to wom^ mostwritetsbomtotoe 
1940s, or to toe years which juri preceded or followed, 
share a eammao structure of feetto^ Their Utemy pro- 
dud^ piris into question toe assumption of sex diffir- 


eoce. The experience cd^ social power and suboedmatum 
ovcfriiadows the ri^ model of c^qiositiQn between mas- 
cnltoity md ferntototty. 

Hjstoiy is an overwhelming presence vrinch haunts 
present day Arab writers, pervai^ their texts, hovers hke a 
wl«u shadow on its ™nyn« Tbe writers' obsessicni wIto 
teccxding and historidstog toeir experimee is a means m 


Jnir^ GnmcMaTHlogy: Granada, MmamaamlExodia 
OfSheniatat Mariana Wal JZoAiQ, Dar al-Sfad, 
10,1994-1995) toe faistoty of toe Moriseos of Spain is te- 
cagt m eted. Tbe theme of Al-Andafais which has beea 
treated by Arab writers to ocamtiesa poems, novels and 
plays and winch emphasised the gkay of the past aud/oc 
toe lost paradise is subverted into a narrative of eoDectne 
znargtoaHsatiGn, coeteton and tesisteoce to toe hiqiiUticai 
and Catoriic h^emotty. 

Id Baralcat's Stone q otJ)aJaq\ Dar 

Riad al-Rayess, Lood^ 19W) and Love People ( 
MAI al-Smva], Dar atNahar, Beind; 1993X war b d> 

vriw sees c ii ffare ^ ancfinrices US question OPT i dlle das- 
omiptiniML Id toe first novri, Bamkat zewthes toe laslaiy 
rfw civfl war torai^ toe ooosdoiisness of a joUess 
young man who expexiaices toe details cif toe war witooto 
gentog tovotved vMe to toe second zannri she lecnates 
toe oqierieace (ff war toimi^ coasefonsoess of a riieii- 

tally disturbed penon. 

TTie quest to the above mentioced navels goes beyond 
toe issue of women's rights, to toese novels, toe wtxfi^s 
obsession wito history inexiiicriity finks toe fete (if woman 
to tbe fete of toe community, tons producing narratives of 
emancqiatioo utokh wmnmpwK toe of toe in- 

dividual and cedteodve. 

/Jen, criiicri and foicefiil, Arab women writers assume 
toeir socnal role r e ap pio pt ialtog, fisoi^ toear writtogSi, 
boto threatened geogr^l^ and » t « «wtwiwig hislory. Their 
effort to riiqie altmurive fimns of conscaousness con- 
stitutes a riuilleoge b> toe < l *yiiiiM u it discourse »nwi opens 
new horizons of expectation. 1 once wrote, "wiitii^ is a re- 
trieval of a human will negated. I write, the roace becomes 
ny own, and I am no hn^ an object actecl iqwo by his- 
teny but a subject actmg in fatstocy." ("A ^pace of my 
Own”). 


Abridged verrion tf Ae second part M an unpuldished 
paper entitled: Oeadrity and Uberaonm: The Cnee ef 
Am Women Writers, presented by P refi a sor Jtadwa 
Ashour at die Begb^ and Beyond confirmee, held at 
George Washb^at Umverdty, WaaMi^gfim DC, II-J2 
Mi^I996. 


All That Beautiful Voice That Comes ( From Within 


I By Salwa Bakr 


Evoytotog ^ ge are d to aocordance with toe 

nm] daily rib^s. The rooms to order and .dean, toe 

e ' s iqion toe t^le waiting to be eaten fiom, wfafie toe 
soond of idn latoe chattered toe usnal a flemoon 
news, but AbddyHa^ felt toat some worry was weidt- 
tog down mon his v^[—] Bearish 
“What’s toe matter, Ssyeda?" 

“Ncjfting." . 

[ ]gh^ rityly that rite wanted to talk to mm 

abom sometotog, but iUt eBtoatrassed. 

“Yes?"he^&d, tom lit a ciggrette^ taking a guess at 
die news. Of comse riie'D sric for mo^. and use some 
nrapnt matter as an excuse; ex* try to oonvmce him of xais- 
tog the mopd^ allowmce. Tbere are no other priv^ 

rtwit'Suyeda would be embarrassed od sniinc him 
abort-. He wiU notpey a single mifeoB more than ^ctoat he 

abfHy pays for toe hoom every monto.- He ripped his 

strong tea and said with cileDehed teeth: "^leak." 

From abysmal depths, Sayeda taed to pusfa h a- courage 
iqi to her tongue and aztieaiate what rile wants to.say^ M 
courage had qindcty sloped to die deqi agrin and a weak; 

.ntnwvmo voice eame out: “You see,' die matter is toat I 

awi-. * * • 


scteamizi^ wfcn scaiiBCiiie who had 

tori ibimd himself (pBidcn sqr iBQBiagBX sintog upon an 
wfag, and toe words ^ posabUT came out 


ma 


I a SSKKtr W1 B|MUA> -jr 'HJ — , _ . 

“Is it possfele^ Sayeda, toat yon could be pregoant 

m? AH light toen,! swear bry nor mofter’s gave diatl. 

t Amww ln fir% niaaKfr dPillMI flllTM OllltlDlsBtlllfi.. 


Will uau YMU uay awM u i e an>> — , zr — ' — 

cause I m sac^ of ctofehen and toear burden. I have no 

money fer driivay expense^ or era.fir an aberdon. 
Suit yoms^accormi^y, clev» one." 

Books 


[...] Sbonld he beat hei9 Throw: her down to the groo^ 
arid kkfi her till she bleeds and lets out what is in her in- 
rides, or (ipen toe .window aicle and fimg her outside? 
Had it not been for tbe cigarette which almost burnt bis 
fingers — sodadhe.wenttobozyitsstiibmdieaditcay — 
Say^ wonld have piobal^ not phiriced her conn^ and 
BaM“F(HgetabompB:^ Da n^ arid that iionseaise, die inat- 
tei iatoattoyvoke has become very beantifuL” 

. Ab(Ied-HinmdpaziiiedIus l(xdES(»herfordiesecao(lsin 
whid Ite reanamed ecHifbsed, dwn esqiloded into hysterical 
lai^itar, tike scmeoiie who had just heard an onenffins 
joke[.„] 

. She begm exphinmg vtoat exactly bad hqipenedt after 
he had left home in the moming to go to work and after the 
duldien had gone to sebcwl, & stayed alooe in die 
house as usual and b^an to attend to her diores, sweep- 
ing, dusting; cooking and cleaning tbe rooms. Thenafte 
the noon call to p tayeas she said to heesd^ "Why not take 
a bath, woman. Rmr a budeet of water over your bocty; it 
wcwddfi^ien yon iq> and leanove toe dirt" ^afieiS^- 
eck Iffid taken offha clotoes and had twice washed aa 
head,- and as riie was removing toe S 09 fiom her eyes, it 
ocenned to her to ring to entertain heradf as osuaL No 
socmer had riie bKon to sing *T Hke the Hfe of fieedom" 
toan she felt as if another person had entered the bath- 
room, wwgtng insread of her. The voice was not hen, was 
not tte one to vriiich idle had been accustcxnecL Itwasa 
beaiitifii], rndodknis voice. Sie poured the wmer into her 
eyes; quiddy remoriz^ toe soqi, and stared around the 
bathroom, tnmnig aronud in seai^ of that SOD of Adam (X 
any other c re ature, invokii^ God's name; pnyh^ that He 
gosffd her gainst the deviL Ito looks coiHded wito nolfa- 
but toe cne window, kxdc^ and toe mirror 
above die rinfc [...] She ALTashahud and fell silem 


and continued to bathe. Only \riien she had made cert ain 
that there was no voice other tiian bets and the sexmd of 
tbe water flowing down her body did she return to ringiog 
“I like the Hfe of fieedom." The voice came out from her 
wito more beauty, clarity md fixee [...] 

She frit beautflid, a fedmg she had nc>t eiqierienced for a 
very long time. This feelmg entered her Shepansed 

lo^:^ ri her fece, reproedmig bosdf OT o^ec^ her 
dyebrows, leaving them unplucked, and was embarrassed 
at finding a feint moustache below her nose. She was sad- 
dened St leaving her hair uncazed for to tiiat extend then 
rile feh au^ at hoself Why did sbe neglect hnsrif to 
toat extent, if riie poaaciroes mch a beautifiil voice whidi 
comes fitxn within? She stopped Decnded: "In order to 
siralbavetofeelbeantiluL ByGod,yeslhaveto"[...] 
Thqr entered toe p^faiatiist's room and sat down. The 
man who ariced her about bex problem seemed fed up, ir- 
ritated, wearied and in a burry. Ab^i-Hamid beptei to tell 
him toe story briefly, but toe doctor asked farm, as he 
tapped with 1 ^ pen on his desk's ^ass tep, to let Irer speak 
[...] When Ssyeda had fewAad — having noticed tiiat the 
mm fisteued to ber with interest and witooot in te miptiu g 
— rile asked tami, smfling gaQy, as she feh tiiat he sym- 
patoised with her 

“Doctor, could 1 sing you a little son^ 

No sigu of interest qipeared on the OTtores of the doctor 
vtoo seems to have been accustomed to sudi matters. He 
ddn't smile, didn't grimace, didn't answer. Only wrote 
words in a findgi lan g na g e on a piece of pqier, then gave 
it to tbe horiiand and trid him: 

“Three pnis a day of the first, following each meal, aud 
one piU every ii^tt before going to sleep." 

Thai be tmned to Sayeda sayii^ 

"Avoid anytiniig tiiat you stress, and don’t ever 


stay alone, turn on tbe radio when you're in flic haiOwnem 
eat well, try to go for walks and to lose weight, you are 
over-wright the metoeation ngntarty, and when 
yon fed sid^ or tiiat your concStioa is woo^ co m e 
stni^to the clinic [...] 

• • • 

As usuaL. rile remained, alone at home, Shegotuplan- 


and ate what remained of the fiibd cm toe riaSes [.~] 

And while sbe was in the bedroom, ae iamd hasrif 
feee to fece wito heoelf She gazed in the mmur at ben^ 
in her zughtyown: a fine pale debate its pinaqines^ 
looks, and esqxesrionless feat ur es as if torizKd of Hfe. She 
tried to puD herself together and to sing; how beautifiil 

life is, bow beautifiil". She tried hard again, the voioe did 
DOC come out Clearing ber tiirost, she tned "1 Hke toe life 
of fieedom", hnt no matter how bard riie tried toe voice 
trapped in her throat did oot come out, as if a guntt oak 
bad stepped it She continned trying to dear her voice by 

■ _ ' _ ■ . 7a 

Her old voice, tiie one die bad 
opened ber eyes iqxm Hfe, surpeked 
faoeft of all bo^, di^ 
at hera^ooe more time, dafeex 
feceoffiiepast Sbe smiled bitteily 
and riioric her bead in sonow, then took die two metoeniB 
eontaineis and went to enp^ them into the toilet 

Excerpts from Kidl htMka nlSaivt id-JamB Toad 

pm DakhSka, in KuD hedha al-Sawt aLJamfl (AB That 
Beauty Voice). Nour, Dar al-Maraa ahArabfya, Ctdro, 
1994. 

Transiated by TtUtbi Abttnl Mntaer 


Jigdya ‘am, O 
knciwn ever rinoe 
her. 



Plain 'TnM 

Last week Westmimster Ccti- 
l^e, PazDsyfvanxa, c o nfettcd 
an honexaty DocOT of Laws 
D^ree on Mrs Snzamie Mu- 
btezk in teeogitokn of her na- 
tional and intemarh i nal role in 
creating a better fiiture. Tbe 
ceremony was trananitted by 
televiskm and c o vered by the 
tiafwnwii jKess. Notiung how- 
ever, compares with atteudipg 
tile actual event and followmg 
tbe proceedings on a first-hand 


A host of intellectiials, min* 
istezs, (fiplomats and mendiers 
of bte Mnbarafc's various as- 
sociations gathered to witness 
file momentous event Most 
touching were the words of 
Dr. Samuel Habib, West- 
m i ni s ter Copege's official iqi- 
leseutative in E^yp^ enumer- 
ath^ snctii adnevanents ss 
national dnUren's U- 
bnries and the ‘Keading fix 
Air jxqfect Dr Oscar Re- 
nrick, Cbimcella of West- 
minister CoU^e, aptly de- 
scribed Mrs Mdinric as Sn 
exan^ eff a global c i t iz en" 
and also piovidra an account 
of projects that she has in’ 
M ated m the field of develop- 

mp -t if 

I have ahw^ been of the 
opinion that the d^ee of a 
conotty’s civilizatioa is re- 
flected in the status of its 
women. A civilized soci^ is 
one that besto ws equal rights, 
in adiStion to a leadir^ icde in 
the field of development, upon 
its women. Egypt, fixtunat^, 
is Messed with wcxnen vriiose 
efforts and ««w»»yi««iwngnts 
pnt fliem on a par wrto women 
in advanced a miitriee. j can 
eianw toat; my 

experience and woric in a num- 
ber of Western countries, toat 
Egyptian women are, in many 
ways, more of equal paztneis 
in file devdopmeat of their 
country tii^n m many a^k 
vanced nations. 

Some zmqr scc^ at honorary 
d^ees, bat 1 believe tint such 
degrees are sunilar to tfiB N 6 - 
bri ftote; co n ferred not, as in 
acadentic degrees, fix zesearrii 
hr a (ftecific fid^ but ratiier 
fix a Hfi>4ong woik vdiicfa has 
tNaiefited Immmi^. 

What nnpigsBed me most at 
the ceremiwiy was bte MiH 
barak*s modesty, md ber pay- 
ment of trihnte to otfacT na- 
tional and i iil wmi li t iiMil 
csga nisaliqn s vrindi belied 
her in ber quest fix a better fii- 
tnrcL hi a caiafid mannw, Mis 
Mubtxak ghanwH the dififerei rt 
stages of her •woA, dtiog bodi 
soocesBcs tmd to£5c»tties. 


I%st came an idealistic starry- 
eyed phase, when she tixH^it 
ste could “move momitams”, 
wfakfa conctfMndcd with the 
creation of die htograted Care 
Society. The Sodety con- 
centrated its activities in one 
of Cano's rinm cfistiicts. The 
project proved so successful 
that an Ameri c an writer, An- 
drea 8 z|g^ produced a book 
abontflieprqfecL 

Tbe second phase was de- 
seribedlqr MrsMitoatak as one 
of leifism and fist steps; wfaeo 
she came to realise that prec- 
edence sfaoold be given to efaii- 
dren. Daring tins nbas^ her 
activities eziaided beyoid the 
estriiUifanient of Iflxaties and 
drived into the realm of chO- 
dren's ciilttiie; educaticxi, med- 
ical and healtfa cate, toe Oul- 
dren’s Museum and the 
Trading fix AIT prefect. It 
wm apoiod of dnrmg dreams 
and devriopin^ stzcx^ ties of 
c u ope nti onnTOodierNGO'g. 

The third phase, 
to Mrs Mubarak, was that eff 

*» *«**«^ — vtiwg mHomI bODIH 

daries and Goopenting with 
such mtematiooal o rgan- 
isatiems as UNK^, 
UNESCO and WHO. This 
ouopeiiOion emanated fiom a 
convictioa tint tiieie are ccun- 
mon problems — poverty, en- 
v ir nn i iiefittl ismes; edoration, 
tood, huiiMui limits — vrinefa 
riioidd be tackled on an inter- 


national leveL 

The cUmax of the ceremony 
came when Dr Tames Winner, 
member of tiie Westminister 
College Bcxnd of Trustees, 
placed the hood on Mrs. Mo- 
barak. It was a momem of in- 
teuae fediugs and heightetied 
emotion. Mrs Mubarak was 
not leeeivnig that haunx just 
fix herself but fix all the 
wcxnen of Egypt 

MursI Saad EMMn 


E 







Gendering Orientalism 


Gendering Orientalism: Race, Feminin^ and Representation, 
Reina Lewis, London: Routledge, 1996, pp. xiv + 267 


Did European women produce Orientalist.-: 
actaDd&tezatuze? Or datiie y_ critic ise the 
P^..mprinne of gperialist conure? Gen- 
derirx OrieMoBsm: Bm Femmin^ and 
Pmsautokm is toe toW wtawm a so- 
ii^caDed "Gender, Raaan, Etornatsr. 

Accxstimg to tiw etfitois, toesTO anr^ 

mtaseaioiBbetweea_gea^ 

m the 


eqXs Edward Saiffs mterprettezem of F^. 
cml^ adeems thtt Fkenca and ftitlsh c^- 
tme was based cm tiie cxnstnictioo of an 
Ocieiitalised Ofliea^ CXI a ‘^rnbde (if viewing 


andneo-cokmiaiism. 

tuiv Enropean ’wwmen.ar™ 

K«i of flg F8mh 

Bnw« and Bnod. 
' — r" a turn/* EbqL 




icx^.^117), yet 'riie ciiticis» Said’s 
cfaaractPiaatHxi cif Orieirialism as an xn- 
■teatiimal, sumc^tiiic, mrie tosconcse 
aignes fbat ga^ wos an integral part of 
fto diaqonrse. Lewis also df^ioses Eb^. 
land' Baitixs’s "deatti of tiie audios a;^ 
proadi.. whidi. efibetivety den ies w gaen 
-toe poraliflity cff .iBiiative anftority. In 
Iw seaich fora pingmatic'deconst^^ 
of writen and zead^ Lewis moves be- 
' yond gn^^p; histori6d\tfliBty'<4q)ositioQS 
— f Eari/We^' nwcMiRiiiJl wi i i i M iift good 

'ffamnueht/had ag|g fog 

rrader to' lixbgmro pc p fiwiid hee- 
erogeneity of OnerridisnL 
Though toe jatendwto'em ^ niay prove 
slow^smng fix tiie noo-t^peoiaHst, fire test 
oftite:ho&is hidriy.zeadabl^'b^m^ . 
with a diqitei cm wranen parstets m.toe- 
nhieteeiitii centnry.-' Because: toe. Acted^.' 


emie add the Ecole des Beaux Arts were 
closed to woniBn, and becanse critics 
were mvariably male, ogiortuaities were 
iwniteftf womeu wcTB restricted to pex- 
trainire and gnne pamtfngt^ to exhibitii^ 
toeir fa nl n in e sensibilities without tineat- 
i»ning the male-ckmiinated world of "se- 
rious" art More spedfic^y, Lewis anal- 
yses tbe role of gmdw wiflun tiie ccxitmct 
of inqieriaham by evaluating HeniieUe 
Browne’s (Mentalist pweinp (acxne of 
are amo^ toe 40 weD-chosen H- 
h Ettnrfift as of Orientalist art included in tiie 
boc^). 

Browne b^an her eaxeer wito per- 
uaiiuf e and domestic genre scenes bat 
gained promnwoce tiuoagh ber xqxe- ' 
ggwfairinns of French arms. Tbe most -fi- 
jpntia is “The Sistos of Qiarity", a pamt- 
ing of two nuns caring fix a ride ehud — 
the type of painting ex p ected of a lacty art- 
ist 

Following a trip to Ccxtetantmople in 
1861, however, Browne produced two l^r- 
em xnterios'wl^ cauaM a dflemma fix 


tbe critics. On one hand, friey were 
fiuced to credit Browne's hzteiixet^on 
because she bad access to the harem fin 
the game way she had access to the con- 
vent). On otiier band, ha dqiictions 
tod not crare^Kxid to the Oiientalist erotic 
fentasies of inale painters. Browne's fig- 
ures were fiiUy dothed. The critics were 
unable to dei^ Browne's claims of ao- 
titentidty, but they were equally kmtiie to 
let gp dieir OnedaUst fences. In- 
deed, Lewis argues that the forbidden har- 
em was tbe *1cey myth of Orientalism" 
that Browne's paintoiss were htubling be- 
cause the eha^ and virtuous scenes she 
lecofded called imo qnestion tiie assumed 
ni^ superiority of the West 
Lems Goa^ada Genda^ Orientalism 
by Bnm^Mniw Browue's Situation wito that 
of&cxgeEBot As a result of bemg de- 
nied access to professumal dicles, the Ht- 
ereiy range of most 19th century European 
women wiitess was restricted to popuhx 
romances. Critics tod not take them se- 
riemriy and poised tiieir wotic (xtiy to the 




extent tiiat it reflected “feminiiiB” qualities 
such as sentimentality g hi^ inpral 
tone. The novels of Gecxi^BHot were an 
exc^on; ha wodc met high critical 
acclmn. Thus, ^ Lewis, Eliot is toe po^ 
^ subject fix an anal^rof tiie iitter- 
section m gender, class a^etonicity. 

In a Idler to Ihniiet Beecher Sttiwe, El- 
iot cxwe remarked tiiat her novel Daniel 
Deronda was an attemp t to show under- 
■jii nrfmg “not coly towards the Jews, but 
towards all Oriental pec^ries wito ^xxn 
we Ei^lisb come in contacL” This is how 
tiie bci^ is nsindly znteipreted. Lewis, 
however, uses tins ofr-quoted letter to sup- 
port her conteaiticm titet despite toe novel’s 
atteiqrt to challenge stereotypes, Dcadd 


and Orientelist notions of Otboness (p. 
IS^. Eliot, Lewis argues, reaffirms the 
d ifferen ces bet w ee n the British and the 
Jews who, it turns cxi^ are vntoous pte- 
ds^y to the d«re e thri to^ display tiie 
qualities of tbe ideal Englishman. 

Eliot's unconscious Orientafism whidi 


filled to negoti*** her own Lewis 

shows, was very tofioent fiom Browne's 
HfcaiKsed OrifaittHam vriiidi depleted toe 
harem as a modd of dnnestidty. And 
these were but two inodes (ff an Cnenialist 
modeofviewh^ “Orientalwm, like any 
discoiBBe," Rehm Lewis zoniads die lead- 
ei, must be r^aided as mnltivocal and 
betetogeneoos*' tii’4). 

Fex fintiOT reatong on thu adnect, I leo- 
nnwtwvt Wanen’s Grtexte; Enffisk Wom- 
en and Ae Middle East, Sexmdity, Re- 
Ugion and Wort I7IS-19I8 by Billie 
Melman ^fBanillan: Bashigstoke, 199^ 
Western Wemten and bnperioBsm: Cbm- 
pAdty and Besxsumce eefited 1^ Nqiix 
Chaiidbnri and Margaret Sttobel (lodiaiB 
Ur tiver ri ty Press: Bloomtngtan, 1992); 
and OlAer Wartren: The ffnUqg Class, 
Race and Gender, IB32-I898 by Anita 
Levy (ftincmcA Uhivarity ftess: Prince- 
ton, 1991). 

Renewed by 

Davki ft, Blanks 
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As Habitat II 
enters its second 
week in 
Istanbul, a US 
senator has 
voiced the 
complaint that 
UN world 
conferences 
have forced the 
US to spend 
much-needed-at- 
home taxpayers’ 
dollars to finance 
its participation. 
Is it worth the 
money, he 
inquires. Fayza 
Hassan finds out 
how a 

conference on 
cities can make 
a difference 



Untimely encounter 


l oaen take woifc.home on 


te requiri^ extieme cooceob^ 

which I promote by abiding st^y » f 


sists 


a ‘Vn^n^mifonn" consKtmg of the 
available® too wora out to give away, 
er or T-shirt according to season and “ 

ThAw an* nnwer&l dctenoits, I find, to ar^r 


makeup. Hiesc are powerful ddenents, i find, to^ 
temptation to answer die call of ^ outdde m ^ bi g^> 1 


pft^;Sh^Sord?bf 


"The Global Report on Human Set- 
tlemenrs" released in March 1996 
by the UN Centre for Human Settle- 
ments (Habitat II). now being dis- 
cussed in Istanbul, reveals that SOO 
million urban dwellers are either 
homeless or live in inadequate 
housing. "The most pressing global 
environmental, economic and social 
issues that we will f^e in the next 
century will be in cities." said Dr 
Wally N'Dow. head of Habitat and 
the secretaiy-general of Habitat fl, 
in his opening address. 

Problems are getting worse be- 
cause housing cannot keep up with 
an exploding urban population 
which will double from 2.4 billion 
in 1995 to S billion in 2025. Cities 
however, will remain the engines of 
social, economic and environmental 
development providing the greatest 
opportunities for the poor. Housing 
shortages and poor housing condi- 
tions, the result of massive urban- 
isation. arc life-threatening. N'Dow 
said. 

"The Global Report on Human 
Senlements" revealed that sub- 
standard housing, unsafe water and 
poor sanitation in densely populated 
cities are responsible for 10 million 
deaths worldwide each year. Water- 
borne disease alone kill four million 
infants and children aruiually. 
Homelessness is a problem in de- 
veloped as well as in developing 
countries, but while inadequate ur- 
ban housing conditions are a global 
problem its consequences are much 
worse in developing countries 
where 600 million people live in 
life-and-healih-threatening homes in 
Asia. .Africa and Latin America. 

By the year 2025. 80 per cent of 


the global urban populations will 
live rti developing countries, ac- 
cording to the report projection. The 
management of urban resources 
must therefore be addressed urgent- 
ly. and it is with the aim of dis- 
cussing improvement strategies that 
the Istanbul conference has con* 
vened. 

It has now been generally rec- 
OCTised that governments acting 
alone will not be able to success- 
fully respond to the challenjgc of the 
population explosion. Habitat 11 is 
promoting partnerships between lo- 
cal governments, the private sector 
and citizens' groups to find a solu- 
tion. Egypt's participants to the con* 
ference include members of the 
AIe.xandria Businessmen Associa- 
tion and districts' governors as well 
as Egyptian NGOs and professional 
development consultants. 

The United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements is the body 
mandated to assist countries and 
communities to solve some of the 
root causes of luban problems 
“through concerted action and pol- 
icy improvement in the human set- 
tlements sector”. As part of this ef- 
fort, Habitat has. launched the 
Global Best Practices Initiative in 
Improving the Living Envrironment 
as part of the preparation for the 
conference. This initiative identifies, 
compiles and disseminates examples 
of how effective p>artnerships be- 
tween the public, private, and non- 
governmental sectors are able to 
solve some of the world's most 
pressing urban problems. 

These Best Practices, defined as 
“action which has resulted in tan- 
gible impact on improving living 


conditions”, represent case-studies 
of successful experiences in partner- 
ship. .A number of Best Practices 
presented at the conference will al- 
low other countries to learn from 
the experience. In many cases the 
solution can be adopted and/or 
adapted by other communities with 
similar problems. 

Authors of Best Practices have 
been asked to imdertoke a gender 
analysis of their Best Practices to 
ascertain the impact of tbeir actions 
on both women and men. Best Prac- 
tices address the areas of job crea- 
tion, bousing, crime prevention, 
land and access to finance and basic 
services, in a ceremony which took 
place on 4 June, awards of ex- 
cellence (Habitat Awards of Ex- 
cellence in Improving the Living 
Environment) sponsored by the Mu* 
nicipality of Dubai and the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government were giv- 
en to the ten most deserving in- 
itiatives. 

Among the crucial problems that 
are being addressed by the confer- 
ence is poor water quality and 
dwindling reserves of water. It 
is estimated that Egypt is already 
consuming 95 per cent of its avail- 
able water resources and will, along 
with several regions of the world! 
face severe water deficits within the 
next few decades. The World Me- 
teorological Organisation reports 
that global use of water is e.xpected 
to triple well before the year 2050- 
Even where adequate resources are 
available, the ineffective inlra- 
structure for water supply, in rapid- 
ly expanding cities, will make the 
supply of potable water less re- 
liable. We may be facing a situation 


in the fiitive where water will be- 
come a commodity as expensive as 
petrol, commented a journalist, re- 
porting on the conference's Water 
for Thirsty Cities forum. 

Habitat 11 is also highlighting the 
role of women in he$ing to shape 
the foture development of human 
settlemems. According to a Habitat 
report, “Women play multiple roles 
as homemakers, caretakers of chil- 
dren and the elderiy, and as bread- 
winners working both within and 
outside -the house.” Basing their 
women’s agenda on the Platform for 
Action adopted in 1993, in Beijing, 
at the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, Habitat reconunends that: 

1. The desi^ of bousing and pro- 
vision of basic services takes into 
account the different per^ectives 
and requirements of women and 
men. 


2. Government authorities at ail 
levels responsible for shelter plan- 
ning integrate gender perspectives 
as part of legislation, public policies 
and housing projects. 

3. Credit institutions and lending 
pTOgranunes become accessible to 
women. 

4. Training and extension services 
in both urban and rural areas to be 
made available to women including 
young women who lack access to 
traditional sources of collateral. 

5. Women to be actively and prac- 
tically eacouraged to enter shelter- 
related professions — architecture, 
eogineenng, construction, man- 
agement and planning — which are 
still largely male-donainated. 

6. Emergency shelter programmes 
for refugees and vHctims of natural 
and human-made catastrophes to 


make provisions for women's safely 
and health needs. 

Moreover, laws governing di- 
vorce, inheritance and property 
rights should not place women at a 
disadvantage, but protect women's 
equal access to resources and own- 
ership. 

Policy makers need to confront 
the many obstacles tiiat prevent 
women from participating ^y in 
human settlements development 
The returns from investing in wom- 
en has been &Ily documented: 
Women spend a gre^r proportion 
of their earnings on the famuy and 
when they derive an income from 
their work, their children enjoy bet- 
ter food, healtb and education. 

As in the case of all other UN 
conferences, the final document of 
Habitat II will not be binding, even 
after ratification by the participatLog 
governments, it will Devmtbeless 
have sounded die alarm and stirred 
some, if not alL governmental and 
non-govemmental organisations as 
well as the private sector and in- 
dividuals into realising that shelter 
is a problem that concerns us all. 
Turning our back on its present in- 
adequacy may exact a price in the 
future that no one will be in a posi- 
tion to pay. This will be clearly re- 
flected in the Plan of Action fiiat 
the participants will issue before 
winc&g up the last UN conference 
of the century. They will also have 
to rule on whether sbeitera should 
be considered a basic human ri^L 
The question is: even in the un- 
likely event that participating na- 
tions recognise this right and ratify 
the Plan of Action, how can they 
be made to abide by it? 


srsrbed 

several ^ and a thick notebook. Bdongmg to 

compute generation, I find that doodl^ helps ^ 
one’s attention on the sutyect at hand. The computes 
never to be awwoacbed until tire article is more m 
hs final shape. This is when phase two bcgi^ To set it 
in motion, I shower and change and gently a 
normal appcannce before consigning die prod- 

uct to electronics. 1 pve reflect where req»ct s dire. 

■ I have strictly stude to this programme fw a number of 
years, with goieraUy sarisftclwy results. Tbat *s, tem 
that Friday when Netanyahu woo the elections. I should 
have known tiiat watching the vote-couatmg would 
trag bad luck. And sure enough, late in the aftenooc, 
aiw> tiiJ!T disaster struck: i was out of milk. Now foere s 
little I hate more than black coffee. Milk is an absolute 
neoessi^. 1 began to panic. It was Friday afiemoon and I 
had produced notiung worth inputthig. Should 1 dres 
nevertiieless go to the suftematket across the street? 
ThU would be a unforgivable departure fiom the 

rules, for ndtich I would certainly be penalised by a total 
absence of in^iration. But black coffee? Yuck. 1 finally 
dftftid ed to con^itoiiiise. A look at foe street infonned me 
that .it was as dead as it usually, is on Friday afternoons. I 
decided to nip across, grab a carton of nnlk and retuni 
before any bmgeonhig tiiou^it had time to escape, it 
would be like an extended trip to the Jdtefaen. 1 woidd 
not have to *aiif to anyone. 1 even prepared the ri^ 
change. A quick glance at the luirror informed me that I 
kK^ Uke death cot evte warmed oven my hair stood 
creatively on ted < — pu^ng it stems to energise the 
thinking , p mcaia jjiy eyes were bloodsbct and my 
passes rode crookedly >s|ride my nose. I did not indulge 
in a paufo-up job, bou«ve^ That would have been pus^ 
ing my hide. A leap and a bound brou^t me within 
reach of the coveted caitoiL.. md in fiiU view of one of 
my daughter ’s chfldhood fiiends. We were die only ones 
in the supextesriret, twactic^y fete to fece: I with my 
enton of nti^ he wifo a feimly-size bottie of minty 
inmifowash. There was no esc^. Sometfring had to be 
ckme quicldy. Over tiie years tius b^ bad only seen me 
foessed pn^iedy and b^vit^ like a senslblft adult, a 
mofoer. Whk bs was seeing now would cancel this pre- 
vious visioo for ever, and possibly traumatise him pCT- 
manently. Utde ot^d be done now to save my image, 1 
realised; so, cursing mysdf for forgetting to enough 
milk on Wednesday, I decided to make foe b^ of un- 
fiHtuuate ctrciimstances and hive a bit of fon. “Hey, 
haven't I seen you before?” 1 attacked dieerfully. This 
was rather an mideisiatezb^ in view of tile fact that be 
had fiequentiy been a visitor at our house, had often dis- 
cussed Us private pnfolans with me and that I knew his 
parents and hb extended femily very w^ He kx^red 
slightly surprised, but mainly concerned. “Are you all 
right?” be asted gently. I decided to igmwe die question. 
In sticky situations, jcxplanatioas are never nuorder, i^ 
fatb^ used to say. ’‘Netanyahu won,” I whiqiered in- 
stead. He was not locddng at me. In be seemed v(xy 
involved in studying the immaculatdy petiished tip of his 
right shoe. At tii^ point I noticed tii^ in my baste, I had 
gone out barefoot 1 wtue one of my dau^ter's T-shirts, 
bade to front in what could he i n teipteted as a re- 
maikable diqilay of origiiMfy; the ganneni, however, 
as I recalled, bore an exceptionally trinilent messa^ — I. 
could not remember wbi^ I b(^)ed it was One of the 
“Save the ^obe, recycle your garbage” items, and not 
one of the “Free Lor^ BobbhT vaii^. Well, I would 
have to walk .out backwards, I decided, and at foe 
tiiOM^ giSE^nd stupidly. “Is tite iq)setdi^ you?” he was 
asking me soUcitously. “What-is^ I injured politely. 
The T-shirt business had made me forget Ne^^u 
and his victoiy. “Netanyahu’s...” he said uncertaii^. He 
must have been thinking that contradicting me in ai^ 
way could well prove uoadvisable. Dropping the subject 
which I did orn feel 1 could puzsue seriously in my get- 
iq), I announced: “My dau^iter is getting married at foe 
end of the montit” He was ghockH “To Netanyahu?” 
he asked in disbdief “No silly, to Peres, of course,” I . 
said pronqidy and burst out lau^iing. “And tell me, 
young mao, while we are on tiie sitiyect, why do you 
need so iziudi mouthwash?” The way he look^ at me 
confinned tiite E had produced a lasfo^ impact I paid 
for my milk and sldp^ home, oeglectiqg to conceal (be ■ 
message on foe T-sluit 1 went badk to work, and some- 
how die article was suddenly . coming along nicely. 
“Nothing like a Ihtie diversion...” 1 hnmiwri happHy, 
Then a mougbt struck me: what if he were to meet my 
daughter in the near future, and enquire about my 
health? Well, die Bobbitt T-shirt is beis, after alL 

Fayza Hassan 






•teoteuf^ 


Maklouba 


Banging the lantern 


Ingredients : 

1 kg aubergine 

1 ‘2 kg veal chunks (boneless) 

2 cups rice 

One onion (grated) 

One tomatu (grated) 

Corn oil (to aubergines) 

Butter ghee 
One bouillon cube 

Sail-^pper+allspicc-Krinammon+nut- 
meg(grated)-t-l bay leaf 


Nigel Ryan attends to Chinese whispers 


Method: 

Peel the aubergines and slice them thick 
(2 centimeters thickness). Fry them in 
oil only until golden, on both sides, and 
leave aside. Wash foe rice and soak it in 
hot water for one hour. In the meantime, 
liy the onion in the butter ghee until yel- 
lowish, then add the meat and continue 
hying over high heat until you brown 
the meat welL Add the cute and the 
spices, then stir them all together, then 
add 4 cups of water and bring to boil. 
Lower the heat and leave to cook until 
meat is tenderised. but not well cooked. 
Remove the bay Irof and add the fried 
aubeigines and bri^ to boil with the 
meat only for 3 minutes, then add the 
rice afiCT straining it, making sure the 
liquid in the pte covers it only by one 
centimeter. Bring to boil and immedi- 
ately lower the heat to the lowest and 
place the pan on top of a simmering ring 
until the rice is cooked. Remove from 
heat and leave tbe pan to rest for 5 min- 
utes, then place a serving dish on top of 
the pan, hold it firmly tmd turn pan up- 
side down over the ser\'ing dish. Serve 
MtMouba hot with babashanough and 
green salads. 

Moushira Abdel-Malek 


All tilings have tbeir season, not least the Fu 
Sfaing Chinese restaurant, nicked neatly 
away just off Talaat Haib. It should be the 
subject of a preservation order, a memento 
of those ea^-going days when Chinese food 
outside China — or at least outside China- 
towns — was a novelty, when every well- 
appointed borne did not boast a wok and 
when a swisb round tbe frying pan and quick 
dousing in spy sauce could easily pass as 
cuisine. 

This not too distant past, a more innocent 
place by far, can easily be revisited. The 
rules are simple. You ascend a flight of 
steps, carpeted wall to wall and musty in that 
wall-to-wall carpeted way, in order to enter 
a large, oblong dining room. This uill be 
mostly empty, an implied acknowledgement 
of the fact that you have to be in the ri^ 
mood for this particular version of nostalgia, 
though on tbe day I visited, who should I see 
at the only odier occupied table but tte 
M'treA/vb very own photographer, Sberif 
Sonbol. Simply glance around, select your 
table, then walk slap bang into one of those 
scarler-tasselled lanterns that look as if they 
should be ha ng in g on the branches of a 
Christmas tree. 

The collision announces that you have ar- 
rived in the recreation of Shanghai that 
flourished on high streets everywhere, its 
heyday sometime between the student up- 
risings of 1968 and the beg^ony achieved 
by Laura Ashley flower prints in the mid- 
seventies. Such esablishments have, as all 
such phenomena do. managed, in places, to 
hang on. 

One of dieir most characteristic features, 
abandoned in the newer generation of Chi- 


nese eateries, was the extent of the menu. Fu 
Shing will not let doMii nostalgia purists — 
Its menu might as well go on for ever. Every- 
thing is neatly numbered. Wittgenstein likk 
From this lengthy document we selected 
bean curd in soy sauce, mushrooms and bean 
sprouts with s^t dried vegetables, shredded 
beef with salt dried veget&les. steamed rice 
and fried dumplings. 


Now there was no surprise with tbe dump- 
— except tte 


lings — they are what they are — except 
quantity, which w*as on tbe gluttonous side 
of generosity. The bean curd in soy sauce 
w'as pronounced fine by my companion, 
while the mushrooms md ^t-drii^ veg- 
etables proved my particular favourite. Ad- 
mittedly there was an absence of salt drying, 
though the bean sprouts and mushrorans 
were at least fresb. 

Nostalgia purists are entitled to feel at least 
a little let down by the absence of the chop- 
stick, though such disqrpoimments may well 
be compensated by the over-generous addi- 
tion of monosodium glutonate, that essential 
component of period Chinese. 

Service proved ufficieoL with tbe large 
waiters negotiating tbe tables with surprising 
agility. Nor is this particular trip down mem- 
ory lane likely to break the bank. We con- 
sumed copious amounts of food for less than 
LE60. 

For anyone wishing to recreate, in a slight- 
ly more contemporary setting, the Froustitm 
Madeleine experience, Fu Shing is the place. 
It practically conjures up the face of Ma- 
dame Mao. 


Fu ShiHg Qtinese Restaurant. 28 Talaat 
Harb Street, Downtown. Tel: 575 6J 84 
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By Sarnia Abdetmour 


ACROSS 

l. Pole; employee (SI 
6. Former British cunency 
abb. (3) 

9. Rank; lineage (5) 

14. Embsnlanem (S) 

15. Munched (3) 

16. Pomt of attachment of 
seed to Sted- vessel (5) 

17. Eat away (S) 

18. Electrically charged par- 
ticle (3J 

19. soutiiero Africte antelope 
(5) 

20. Weather directions (3) 

21. 19th century British nov- 
elist (7) 

24. Gymnast's need (3) 

23. Brusque (3) 

26. Poetic for “over” (3) 

28. Caricature (6) 

31. Small ring (7) 

33. Falls into water without 
^losh (5) 

36. .Anticipation (4) - 

38. Describing some skirts 


(4) 

39. Intention (3) 

40. Swagger (S) 

4 1 . Short for “medium” (3) 

42. The lOU (4) 

44. Poker state (4) 

45. ... donna (5) 

47. Seduce; entartgle (7) 

49. Intellectual; psy^ological 
(6) 

50. Also (3) 

5 1 . Anqrbifoeatre (5) 

53. Towards stern or tail (3) 

56. DownfeU (7) 

58. Bakeiy item (3) 

61. I^arcbed(5) 

63. Circle segment (3) 

Reverse, byph. w^ (5) 

66. Riv'er rooiOh; alluvial de> 
posit (5) 

67. Suffix forming adjectives 
(3) 

68. Furious (5) 

69. Place (5) 

70. Morose (3) 

71. Synthetic material (S) 
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Last week's solation 


DOWN 

1. Massacred (4) 

2. Bird lesembling gull (4) 

3. Allege (4) 

4. Nurtered (3) 

5. Tributaries (7) 

6. Laymen (5) 

7r Fete with foel (5) 

8. Bare.sandy tract (4) 

9. Elected (6) 

10. Bearing (3) 

1 1. Eroociated (4) 


12, Musical instrument (4) 

13. Discha^(4) 

22. Rage (3) 

23. Conquosition for nine sing- 
ers (5) 

25.Edge(3) 

27. Grog(3) : . 

28. Garden implement (S) 

29. Out of haimoBy (5) 

30. Crypts (.5) 

3 1 . Polygo^ recess (4) 

32. Ham^, exttet (5) 

33. Gyster^{5) 

34. Pteodvally flowing sod 

ebbing (5) . • 

36. Sfaarim (4) 

37. Type of grain (3) 

40. Etaopean sobtemaa (3) 

43. faWaig of high eiqilosive 


(3) 

45. Sea-fowl (7; 

46. Messenger of graetic 


code, abb. 

48. Noifo Airiean she^ <6) 


.49. Homo Sapiens (3) 

51. Great attety(S) 

52. Passed ‘Cot^ed jvwwfay * 
through device to form thin 


53. Tot^ (4) 

54. fidget (4) 

55. Paviim macerial (4) 

57. RosSiSn(4) 

58. Chizw(4) 

59. Prqx oflocation (4) 

60. ^Ltadi$e(4) 
62.Gredcietter(3) 

65. Eavesdrop ( 3 j 
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Features 13 


States of em^ericy in millions of homes across the country have been lifted for the moment. Al-Ahram Weekly takes the chance to explore the paradox — or is 
it — of billipnS of pounds worth of private tutoring, round-the-clock studying, sweat, tears a nd life savings — ail expended to produce badly educated graduates 

e memorising machines 



Zeinab is ns^.to.being et die top 

of her class 'She’s -nbw in an 

Egyptian secoodaiy sdwol, and has to settle 
for exBo scores avent^pg 75 per cent Ibe 
reason — site’s not used lo mesiorising en- 
tire- textbootes'-in nnynriiap for a &ei- 
exam. “In Rngim^ ^**^J**«* 'ftctoced in 
class woik and other activities, as wdl as* 
earn scores, when detenniniiig die gnaies,:*’ 
said Zemdi. Not so hereL 
The Ministiy of Education last year, to a 
bid to bring to a haittiie'prectioe adire^qr -- 

some tearligj y dniSe tb^. .iMieinrrily 

pressure stndenls to talcs private l e ssons ,' 
canceled conrae wf^.as pest of tiw ednesH. 
tireialevahationsystenL'niedeeiriaoJbvik- 
firaL Instead of dranrinp to a close.tiie A of 
private leewinB, mAnna&n nm iH tein 

that the new syatem has. served onN to nn- 
demrine the means by- wfaid stndonts -sse 

evahated nna»iaoaite«w. 1fwrf 

. -As it.Dow stands, stiident grate are 

soi^ on tiieir final a»aiH r f S^ttg 
— criteria vmidi esqteils agree is.fimda- 
mentaily given flie existing weak- 

ness in the exandiiatian r yofaw “It’s tiwwA 
nme reascnafale to jndnde.oonise woris-as 
part of ti» critataby -whicli a stnteitis eval- 
uated,” said Adri.AA, aUntedNtdkns so- 
cial prdicy consiiltaiit bdBeve titey [die 


Just-how far off target ISrEgypCs educational system in creating analytical thinkers, ask Jasmine Maklad and Gihan Shahine 


hfininry of Edocation] m^tenaited tins 
because soore <«»**!*« ns^ the old 
system to make a profit lor themselves. 
Nontaheless, 1 don’t fimlc -that 
giBte fbrcooise woik is a stetion.*' 
*miere's no yon ctat.accmalieJbf evahi- 

ate someone based on one exam,” 

Hnsssn Wagjh, an educatzoo eogiert and pro- 
fessor at Al-Azfaar Um v aaiy . **An 
only tests bow well yoo know the material 
on the day-of die exan,” he sad,addii% tiiat 
h is «lMir Marignmg m e^- ijiiiygftg iwiH 

projects also be fiwtored into the equation. 
Evenflieo,yoa ACM^apprMdmatingasto- 
. dent’s sbmty, be sai&^miB new system 
late T^dnizy and valkSy.” . 

To cGo^oand matt^ vHte all the weite 
is pbeed on ooe eautn, ne nn fai - 


*“11ie entire jdnlosophy and ^^Hoadi most 
be changed.*^ 

Any changes won't come too soon for Isis 
Tblaat, a student in the first year of 7bo- 
nenmya Amma. For Talaat, cryio% has 
cmne a daSy roidine, tear^ rqueseatation 
of die dread and fear riie ftds in Bstie^ation 
of die exam. “I alw^ fed tint Fm gmng to 
forget an fee as soon as 1 get 

into fee exam room,” she said. The syllabus, 
she added, is overwiie li niog. She has two bi“ 
ology books, and anofeer two for 
Tbe exam is alw^ so long that 1 some- 
times forget to write down scmie of the in- 
fbmiatias that I already know ty heart,*’ sat- 
ed Tals^ 


to acbie^ In more cases tiiao no^ feey sim- 
idy fieeze. “If there is only one exam, sto- 
daits are tikely to be teamed, and tins win 
affect dieir pedboxiaiiee,’’ eaptamed Wa^ 
Comeqoen^, their fear serves raly to in- 
faibit tiirir creativity, he added, ‘^xams 
riioold not be tools of intimidteig fnirfwwe 
but tins is what today's exams do^” be said. 


(WfBtTTt e srg MBft critiased as being inaccozate 
tools for assessing the abilities of students. 
The «ww piMi<rig in wtiwng is on mem- 

nri«mg the iwwiwrtal than problem 

sttivin^ lo^ creativity and critical analy- 
sis. “Exams only test the students' mem- 
orisaiKHi ridlls,” stated Wagjb, adding **»•* 
die educational tystem is, in effect, seteog 
to /Wgringtiieh bdweeo feosc vdio can anS 
cannot mcmorisfetiieirte x ibote. 


**Ihe stress memorisation 
die cmiMihim is still based on mem- 
orisation,” explained Azer. “Students are not 
tac^ht how to think OT be analytical, so how 
can we test them on tiiese tfah^T” 

Both teachen and stndents are aware of 
fee {Hoblems and are trying hard to adjust to 
the new ayten, ir re sp ective of its flaws. T 
have already fa^ tten fee staff I was tested 
on two wete ago,” said Hala El-Said, a 9th 
grade student of us in class jota study 

to pass the final that's nfeat h is aU 

about” As a lesnh, instead of siudy^ 
tbrougbont the year, El-Said opts for the in- 
famous cram sessions which begm dur^ 
die Isst few months of scbooL “ft makes 
sense to do h te way gives fliat whatever I 
do during fee test of die school year doesn't 
count” te said. 

Since the new system was adr^rted most 
jrfii denta have AmrMeti (O dO 6001^1 juSt tO 
get by. “AH fercugh fee yA, my 
wete amndy not interested in nnderstanding 
anything or participating in ehre,” com- 
plrioedhias Abui-FoODub, an En^ish teach-' 
er ta a private langu^B school in HeliopoKs. 

“Students have become veiy passive,” 


agreed Fawzia El-Duweik, head of die sci- 
esoe dqjBrtment in a Maarti school” 1^ 
foens on cramming and memorising during 
the last few twngfe*, malrfng i| imfiitr tO 
think of assessing tiiem mi these grounds, let 
alone how fe« w31 help detemmie [w un- 
dennine] tiieir fhtnre.” 

Ihe MOE is fully aware that tiK current 
examination tystem is not satisfectmy, said 
Fouad Abu-Hiuab, under-secretaiy trf fee 
Mfnistry of Education. “We cannot a*««tnhie 
fee students* anilytical d«iig when fee cur- 
riculum itsdf p rimar ily on mem- 

otisatian,”besaid. 

Ministiy guidelines, however, require tiiat 
50 per cent of the questions be baaed on 
memorisation, said one member of the 
AOH^dJWRa'sexaminationboaidwbopre- 
fened to remain anoiiymous. This boanf as- 
sesses the syllabus aiMl its tai:^is, prepares 
die exams and gets die length of time within 
vfeich fepy shonld be con^eted. 

Both die current eriunarional system and 
the means by which shtdents are evahiated, 
said Azer, have lasting effects on stu- 
dents. “We’re tuning out giadnates who 
have no creative or analytical abilities. This 


tystem dnims out passive learners who will 
most probably become passive human be- 
ings,” he said. “Unfortuteely the ^yptun 
eduestional system breeds generatims of 
people nfeo are not even eqwiped to com- 
pete in the 20lfa century, let uooe the 2 1 sL” 

Tbe deteriorating edncational tystem, said 
Wuih, has already taken its toll on Egypt’s 
WOK force, cmtsequendy negatively im- 
pacting on overseas employment op- 
portunities for ^yptians. “We used to have 
a yeiy ^M>d market in the OulC but now it is 
being «h»Wiw because tte wokforee is not 
iqi to par,” be added. 

The ministiy is already working on a plan 
to improve fee current examination system, 
said Abu-Hatab. “The plan wiD concentrate 
on ehajig m g fee cunicuhnn, iqidating ex- 
isting teadnng metiiods iwiuni niiifing 
the examinatuni system. It should be in ' 
place Ity the year 2000 ” be sad. 

But feis gjust not enou^ say education . 
esqterts. “Ine entire Systran must be , 
tenged,” stressed Azer. “h needs a com- ' 
plete overhaul,” agreed W ag ih. “They can , 
diange the exams, die books, the teaefaras ' 
and the curriculum as much as tfa^ want, * 
but unless they the philosophy be- . 

hind learning there will be no improve- * 
meD^”bes8id. j 


in 


Private 
lessons have 
become a 
mainstay of 
the Egyptian 
educational 
system, 
generating 
billions in 
revenue. But 
no one seems 
to want them. 

Amira Ibrahnn 

investigates 


For some 650,000 h^si^iool stu- 
dents, fee GTuip^ fii^ exam&,are_ 
now over. The itiri^''Bbwera 
, -jngers ixL Wife four chances to 
tiiK'^.Tkanatii^.AmM (final 
high sdiool examsX rest is not an 
option for die airn^-weaiy stu- 
dents. Mammotii stady sesribns 
cootinon, as does bumrog tife mid- 
ni^'bfl end taking tile exceed- 
in^ costty private lesste fiiaf 
have become part and pared of fbe 
Egyptian edacatitelitysteL 

As a vriiole, Egj^ptian ftmtHes 
sbdl oitt seventi bfiuoii pounds per 
year for private Itosoos to Sfeipfo* 
mrati the genra^y dencaait 
course woik ofifoxea at schdeds. 
For many bousdute, budgeting 
an additioid l£60(FLE80a a 
month for these mtoiials, along 
witii tiidr zegtriar hbusdiold ex- 
peiises, is a heavy btedeo to shoul- 
der. Arid, it is one of trinch the 
Ministiy'of Edocation ^i0£) is 
wdl awme. A 1979 stn^ by die 
National Ceatre-fbr Crim- 
inological and Sociological 'Re- 
search (NCCSI^ revealed tiiat 33 
per crait of pnnaaty stfeocA stn- 
depts, 45 per ceid of se c oad ai y 
gf iiHefmi aritl 70 per cent of faig^ 
sdiooI students , take private 1^ 
SODS. Whh the coat m tiieae les- 
sons langh^ fiom.LE20^ per 
lesson, pa- stndea^ tint adds qi to 
a hefty efafede of.,-^aQgeL Ac- 
cording to'abIatibn& Comidl for 
Educteion zqMC^- in.-1990 %J'P~ 
tiads spent about. ££900 rmOKm 
on private le8sap& .By 1995, tiie . 
figure had zodeeted to 1JE7 bilSon. 

Ccaxtylamts on tiie prat oif par- 
gnta and education exprals are . 
g CTPirfing loudly, and the is 
li «ftening. When HossBni Kamd 
Baln’eddin took oiwc as Tnrawtftr 
of education hi 1992; one of Ids 
goals was to drew to a close tin. 

of privde lesson^. Ity 1997: 
The net eanrine fixaa tins en- 
teiprise; bowevei; levedxtiiat this 


nxPed than maity would believe. 
to I S^r. Srajhoiny; Egypt’s 
•fifef imnidCT of feieation, resipied 
fite Ins post confideiu be bad 

tadded dl fee issues on l^ agraida 
except for two; raiyate lessons and 
distotmting offices amraig bis 
aides. Sifeaequent min istas of ed- 
pcatioahavetried,invam,toiadc- 
le the former .issoe. 

Cmentiy, ' the Ntt)E has 
lauDchtd a nnndier of initiatives to 
tire pccblem. To oonfiont 
n iTtqt “the pri- 

vate lessons Mafia”, an in- 
vestigation ofiBee has been ea- 
fwiSwui to deal-wife iqiorta of 
ooonpt educational practices. 
Moreover, be t ece t^ anpounced 
tint teadiA wlto give private lea- 
sons are obliged to 
te line Autiiority. This is easier 
fw td ffuwi iVwfe! Chdy 4,000 teadi- 
eis are euneiidy regjstared in tilts 
depertmenL Txr nffieiaig note 
the reason tint tins figine is so low 
is tint unless studete or school 
adnunisttators rqiort teaefaera vriio 
ofier these lessmis, tii^ can re- 
main in te shadows. 

Addhknally, on a more general 
levd, the MOE bas adte^ a 
tfareei»onged progr amm e aimed 

d- wwtiicang thw im mh wr nrf «tndenm 

m ovra cr owded schools, im- 
pnving the working conditions 
m develaping a new 

cmriraihini md dividing Ibe 7bo- 
nmwjftt Amma (fiofd exams) into 
two years, inriead ttf having them 
in one riuL Fart of tins ite re- 
quires tint 1,500 schools be buih 
en«y year; so as to pace vrife 

tiie population growfe me. The 
t arge t -goal far fin number of 
stfeools to be built is 1 0^000. Other 
measures twrJiwfa tsammg 

programmes to hone tenrhing 
gHng. foclnded in tius tramiiq 
IHOgEsmnie are 800 Mwnwi schol- 
a r ship s wfaerelty «»**<**" are able 


was focmer Resident Anwar El- 
Sadat’s Ptfitah (open-door) pol- 
iaes vdiufe wore lai^ly to blame 
for file suigc in pnvate lessons. 
Tattidh^ tin matter in a book en- 
■63iieA Education in Aeb^tahEra^ 
Anis argued feat, “In the 1970s, as 
a result of feis policy, private ed- 
Qcaticnal institutions catering pri- 
marily to those with tin means to 
affiud the tuition, began to qipear. 
Wife the goal more to make mon- 
ey tban to educate, fee educational 
ptoceas in tin 1970s rapidly drift- 
ed finm tin schools to tin homes, 
gaming momentinu as a profitable 
nodra^ound bnainess.” 

“We've succeeded in dwfeaiing 
the cuu eney black marifg>, but 
we’ve foiled with private lessons,” 
Allis ttMAlnAhram fFeeify. 

Anis is amopg those vte ftds 
tint tin educational crisis ftced ly 
the nation cannot be tackled separ- 
ately fiom other social issues. He 
doubts that the new edncational 
budget increase for 1996 wOl bear 
modi fiuit Ibe bud^ stands at 
LEI 1.8 billiOD for 1996. In 1990, 
tins fi^ire was LE3.4 failfion. 

“It's useless to tefbem tin educa- 
tional sy s tem without addeessmg 
otiier related problems,” stated 
Anis. “EdneatiOD... is not tike 
- baSfiiq brid^ or providing po^ 
tic mnqwrtttion tystrans; these is- 
nes can be tackled separatety. 
Ihe social system is one niri^ 
timefore^ reform must be nqri^ 
mented at all levels indadiiq the 
hrarife care system, education, sal- 
aiy structures.” 

In dris contexl it doesn't make 
much sane to increase teachera* 



Nagi 


gu^ schools rocketed to LE50, 
pn mn gqiwiBiittincostofT^- 
lar private leteons to LE40-60. 

These repeated efforts and fifl- 
nres have left pare^ at a loss. Not 
really ready, wilting or able to 
tackle tinse macro issues on their 
own, parents are motivated by the 
inMter^hnid«Ng t m nftnrw feat tiieir 
childtea pass tiiA crucial year- 
end exams wife ftying eotoms. 
Consequentty, argue some educa- 
tional experts, tii^ tom to private 
lessons — in so doing, per- 


er social changes. It’s a vickan 
qide, [md can only be] tackled by 
aO brmebes of fee government, 
not just fee MOE,” Anis em- 


doing our-:best to do 
away wife dris piacfice.'iiBt: it’s 
not as easy bs it may se^'’^.siQd 
Baba’edi^ It’s a deqpty^ooted: 
pnette that is exaorabated by. 
laasy’; foebx^ most stoifiramfly, 
ovrabuidabed eebook.** Also fo- 
the fire are tite low sdaiies 
for teachers, who, saaS the efoica- 

tiofl mmister, make aa avei^ 

only LE300 per monfli. - 
Xhe pnfolem is more .deqiiy 


Even -so^ . tiiese Rfoans have 
done litde tatraqier the shuation. 
'Critics allege tiiat tiie new 7b- 
fuwfya Aa^Kt system has, over 
dw past two years, actually le- 
in a 10-20 per cent hicrease 
in jrivate'leteoas. So vriiat then is 
file •real reason bdihri- tins grow- 
mgphoioaienon? 

Acooiding to Abdri-Azim Anis, 
a {xofossor at Ain Siams Uni- 
-recsity and a -fiwwigr con- 
snitant ’dn edDcatianai policty, it 


As a step towards difiusii^ or 
at least wwtiwnmg fiie attnarinfi, a 
19M m inia ta ri J decree W8S 19- 
sued, ftstaMilfeiiig a ncw private 
lessens system m the schools, 
titemsrives. Under tins plan, pri- 
vate lessons woe ofifered to 
groqis of 20 students at foes lang- 
iiq fiom LE4-12 in vilh^ 
stfeools, and LES-18 in city 
scho^ Ibe prograimie, how- 
ever, was a flop, in no time, die 20 
stteUnts in eatfe gForqi stretifeed to 
more than 60, and the foe for diese 

private Jessons in inestigious lan- 


“Confosed and dishau^Bl par- 
ents look for the easy way out tiiat 
gu aran tee results, no matter the 
oos^” said Fouad Abu-Hriab, un- 
der-secretary of the Mnristiy of 
Edocation and dean of the Ecfeica- 
tional Studies Tiwritiite He notes 
tint while fbty may be unaware ^ 
bow tins perpetuates the cycle, 
these fonrities are also lendering 
themselves vulnerable to teachers 
inclined to eaqiloit the situation. 
Some teachers cqritaSse on par- 
ents’ wMMwwa and convince nm- 
tlies that private lessons are neo- 
essary, even when they are not 

As a fiioitii-yera stiideat te a pri- 
vate secondaiy school, Hani, and 
his fomfly, find that even die 
LES.OOO pay in UritioQ an- 
nually is not raiough to prevent 
him finm entering fee private les- 
sons cycle. 

“1 b^an taking ]xivate i***Mnma 
in my first year at scho^” be said, 
recaning first eqieienee wife 
IxivateTesstais. *Tbe snlyeeta we 
werestudyingin secoodeiy sdiool 
were totally diEfoxent fioiii whet 


we took in preparatory school and 
1 needed the extra fael^” 

Han osed to take pnvate lessons 
in eight subjects, paying between 
LE20-30 eveiy aay. But about 
three moefes brfore the exams, he 
and a group of ed^ taudents, got 
together for a tutmial winch gener- 
ally does not last more dm 20 
mtmites, of mtenrive re- 

vision, however, the teacher just 
bands out some papers, collects the 
money and rushes off to 
group. “Tb^ never even teadi a 
lesst^” he complained. 

As a result of *ftgidetifc» such as 
tii^ teadim have been on the re- 
ceiving end of much of die Uame 
for ti^se lessons. Branded un- 
scnteuloiis or money^fainqiy, die 
pubtic is confionted witii drily hor- 
ror stories of how students were 
coerced hdo taking private lessons 
in order to pass fee exams, ir- 
respective of bow well tl»y would 
peffixm were tl^ left to feeir own 
devices. There is some tnife to tins 
theory, but to every argument, 
there are two rides. 

Khaled, a young teacher, was not 
ariiamed of ^vhq private lessons 
under such chc uin rian ce s. “Mauy 
of the stodeots wtto voice these 
miryiamta are the Same who 
are seeking to buy a degree versus 
for the sake of leamnq,” 
be sakL “In these case^ there’s a 
foir fuice for everything. I was 
foreed to pay thousaiicfc of pounds 
to sdiooI adminirintois to get a 
jrfe in a {xivate school feat eaters 
to wealtity students.” 

Not many, e^iedaHy m the 
synqetirise wife Khaled. 


Ministiy oEBcials ctmtend that it is 
teachers like him who retard ef- 
forts at refooning fee system. Gon- 
sequendy, many of fee current m- 
hiriives, such as the recently- 
established investigations oScte 
and the registndioo at the tax de- 
partment reqiniemeDt, are geared 
at stemming sudi “unsciupQlons” 
practices. 

Ministiy officials are quidc to 
point out that these aflegations are 
levelled against a minority rtf fee 
teachers and are not attempts to di- 
vert scrutiny of tiie red issue at 
hand, educational refbnn. Teach- 
ers, said Abu-Hatab, must be af- 
forded the chance to r^ain con- 
fidence and {ride in their 
profesdon. They deserve our q>- 
preeiaiKHi and should be zec- 
ogDised as leaders who help shqie 
the society,” he said This 
only haqien if tta^ are givena de- 
cent sa£^ and recognitKte.” As a 
means to the end, he suggteted im- 
piementing an mcentive system 
snnilar to die one granted uni- 
versity {xofossors. 

“School teachers are as im- 
portant as uni ve isi t y profossors,” 
stated Abu-Hatab. “They are 
c h arged wj fe ahiying fee imnda nf 
the couohy *s youth.” 

What emerges fiom dris scenario, 
bowever, is a variation (m the 
ebideen and egg syndrome — 
^riiidi came first, die compt educa- 
tional practices or a riiod(fy sdiool 
system and overworked, under- 
appreciated teacbera. In eitbercase, 
fee sohrion, at least, aceradhq to 
Anis, win have to be reached 
diroi^ a eoopefadve effort. 


School 

daze 


HINDERED by the exorbitant prices 
requested by renowned private tutors, 

Students, who have aU but given up on getting 
a quality education in schools, are 
increasmgly turning to educational centres as 
a last recourse for die exam blues. As a 
spin-ofT from the educational services 
{irovided by mosques and churches in the 
1980s, final revision centres, as they have 
come to be known, have bec^e a fiscally 
prudent last resort for many straggling 
students. But, argue critics and educational 
experts, diey are the educatiraial equivalents 
of potato cl^ in terms of providing food for 
thought 

L^ture fees at these centres range fimn 
LEIO in lower middle class districts to LE25 
at more prestigious c entr es. The prices at 
lesser-known centres are underwritten tty 
charitable associations, mosques and 
churches. For an additional fee, students can 
acquire a notebook with the teacher's 
su^estioQs for ideal answers to final exam 
questions. 

Many of these organisations, however, are 
by no means charitable. They are operating 
along lines that would make staunch mraket 
economists proud. Ibey are listed Ity fee Tax 
Autiw^ as cmnmercial euteiprises clearly 
reflectira the foct that fix' their admmislrators 
and staff; the profit motive rules the day. And 
this is what many educational experts, 
officials and fonulies object to: Inriead of 
redressing deficiencies manifiteted in a 
flailing educational system, feey, more often 
than not, directly exaceri»te fee issue, 
offering sbort-teim cures to long-term 
ailments. 

“School is mrae than just a place where 
teachers pass on information to students,'* 
explained Fouad Abu-Hatab, an 
under-seeretary of the Minisby of Education. 
“Tl^ are a place ^riiere chiltben acquire 
socialisatioa slrills and society's guidelines 
for appropriate briiaviour.” In this r^aid, 
these institutes are severely lacldng. 

Instead of leaming bow to think, or 
developing an understanding and appreciation 
of fee value of analytical feoughtt Abu-Hatab 
noted tiiat these institutes proqier because 
“students are given, word for word, the 
answers they need to pass the exam.” 
Crasequentty. the only cognitive ridlls which 
are developed are those for rote 
memorisation. 

As the debate over vriiich is tiie best way to 
lefonn an ednftatimml gyeteta that mak^ 
private lessons a necessity versus a lux^ 
rages, these institutes continue to rake in the 
ctth, hand over fisL 
A recent television and newqMper 
advertising campaig n laimcbed by a teacher to 
solicit students underscores this point Talaat 
Hammam kicked off an LE1SO,000 medu 
caiqiaign to draw students, bid en^ up 
attracting tbe attentioD of fee authorities 
instead. They pronqidy closed down some of 
the centres where be teaches. 

Edneation officials argued that his actions 
were underminiiig educational reform efforts, . 
distracting pewle fitim the teal issue at h8nd~ 

and si^ly offraing tbe eqinvaleni of an 

edocatic^ placebo. He sees it difibraitly. 

“Edurarion is a commodity that must be 
publicised as much as any other comm odity r'" 
he said. “1 didn’t pay for tbe ad cam paign-out 
of my pocket It was fimded by fee 14 cents e s 
I teach a^ each of which put in LEip,000.” 

“We didn’t do anything wrong,” aigucd, 
Hammam. “We don’t pressure the students 'In 
tiie way that schools ^ — we simply offer ^ 
our sendees at a n ominal rate to those who 
cannot afford private lessons.” 


Blue book blues 


Exam phobia is uncierstandable. but during this year's TTianawiya Amma, 
students were almost sweating bullets, reports Amany AbdeHmonelin 


iMiab did flOC expect her ltamnvfya.Amma (final hi^ school ex- 
be e^, bat podier fid die expect tb waBc out of ftem cty' 
havine been to answer a good periioa of the questions, 

was^ Out of the ahuost 500,000 studrads who sat for 

^exams feis year, titotteands voiced eoB^tiahtfs tint tite ffiiestions 

spools. ITteEagfid^btok^ 
nart of dte diewtiie most oonqihiids. 

^^-SlMOffiGaticQS of tbese ciitages are for teeriniig given flut fee 

in of fee fecttiitf a new exam qstam. was intEO- 

dividiiie what usd to be a one-jear exam over two 

fee situation and-pbeate inteperenfe and distiaiigbt 
of Fdn'fg^ set up two sttedalrnmminws » 


' investigate the tferap y The fiist committee's fimimp revealed tint 
tite questions were worded in sndi a way as to mate mo accessible 
to tfaeavraage gmAwit m contrast; the secood oommhiee’s iiH 
vestigations Kv ryl f d feat s ome of ^ questions were not rates 
whim^ nnaiM be snsweied bftsfd on the euneot cmriculum. Coo- 
feey devised a curve to compensate stndraitB for 

die exam's abortcomings. The most deciave aciirai, however, was 
taifM by few H i k iigtiy i ty if whan for the fiist time, tiaiisfeied tiie 
incfivkhials wgfpmto jb i g fep the poor judgment maiufested in plaik 
mpg the e x am to ofeer goveinorates, and fbzbade them fiom pfam- 
ningotiief exams. 


oonetmed feat feie «tamg were imfim; or tiiat the scfeitim -to the 
eoniMTy*aafeii»a»i«w»U imMnina lteinpunifehffitiioseprepariitaihe 
A niore pundrait course of action would be to raise tiie 

tern’s sahdards; ' ' ■ 

Mahame(f Ahmed Haridi, imdar-secnctay of tiie Nfimsiiy of Ed- 


ncatirai and genoHl diiertar of tiie Bxaminatirai Dqiartment, nt^ 
feat Mio feerqietdalc M i iini tlire's findmgs mfewite feat 80 per eentflf 
the questions were on par with tbe standards of the average student, 
90 per ggnt woe accemfole to above average stunts and 100 per 
cent- were manageable fra* outstanding studaits. The qiedal com- 
miHce was cOTTiOTsed of vaiious univeraity professors, educational 
experts and p rob ss ofs firan the Nathmal Examteatioo Centre and 
was chaiged voifying whedier the exam was in accord wife 
mmistzy goiddmes. 

While Rdiab was ctying at home, other students m private km- 
gu^ were voicing mixed reviews. “The Eziglish exsn was 

easy* fo'tte com p i&a is ion scctian," said Yasmeen (juintty, 
vfeo has just her first-stage ifimmi exams. 

“I’ve always been oonsidraed an ab^ svraage so*4e«it, but 1 didn’t 
understand even in Arabic die meaning of some of the words in this 
part of the exam.” 

Hhftm Nassar, anotiier fiist-st^ Audent, found (be exam to 'be 


lair. T thmk that anyone who studies hard and win be 

able to pass die exam,” she said. “But if the exam is made too easy, 
then tiiere will be no bases iqMm which outstanding sturi^ tg can 
be distiiigaisbed from amraig the resL” 

Ahmed Shaudei, a final year student, titinks Nasser is way off the 
maik. “Oidy 30 ra- 40 {ler cent of the quesdrais were answerable by 
even above avera|e students.” he cot^lined. “And, dm wasn’t 
e&oogfa time to finish.” Among Shawki’s other ecm plainte was tioi 
tiie three wedc interval between the exam and tte make-iqi test was 
not enov^ for adeqaate preparation, and tiiat it tixnild be given in 
one year fflstead of over twa “This way, you’d be stressed fbr only 
me yw,” be 

Ministiy officials tike Hari^ bowever, are teludaiB to swallow 
ttiese reasons bofic, line and anker. The main reason many stu- 

dents in Cairo md Giza had so much troifete, said Uaridi, is that they 
relied mjrivate lessons Instead of focusing m tbe fnafariak pro- 
vided Ity fee schools. They refused to listen to fee war ning*! he said. 


I •• 
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Al-Ahraim A Diwan of contemporary life 


la ibe fbUowing short entry in his annals on 
28 March, 1806. El-Jabarti ofTera us a suc- 
cinct eDciq>sulatioD of that vibrant world of 
mingling crowds kmwn as the mouUd. He 
writes: 

‘This is the time of the mauUd of Sidi Ah< 
raed Badawi in Tania to which most of the 
people of this country hasten to attend, hir- 
ing cameb and don^s at the higjie^ of 
costs, because for the pec^Ie of the prov- 
ides. bis is too au^ieious a season to miss, 
whether for ^ purpose of reiiaous hom- 
age, commerce, amusement or droaucheiy." 

While El-Jobaiti’s pMtrait at the oinset of 
die centuiy was limited to a few mouUds 
such as that of El-Hussein in Cairo and Stdi 
Badawi in Tania, Al-Akram, die chronicle 
of its times, provided a more detailed cover- 
age of these events. Yet, its account shares 
the same points of focus: leligioa, economy, 
entertainment and depravity. Al-Ahram of 
course bad certaiD advantages over EI- 
Jabarti. The early 19th century chronicler 
had to rely on chance meetings with %ris- 
hoTS, whereas the cod of the century chron- 
icler bad at his disposal a network of cor- 
respoadems srarioned throughout the 
country who could avail tfaemsclves of the 
modern postal, lelegrad and transportation 
facilities. 

The advances in communications and 
transportation not only helped Al-Ahram 
cover the mouHds, they bad a profound ef- 
fto on the cluuncrter of the moulhh tbem- 
seh'es. Now. more people could visit tbe 
moulids than ever before and die Railway 
Authority was all too ready to be of service, 
as we learn from several advertisements and 
bulletins in Aram. 

One announcement reads. “An additional 
train will be running between Tanta and 
Cairo in order to transit third-class pas- 
sengers for the occasion of tbe moulid of El- 
Sayed El-Ahmedi. This service will be dis- 
continued at die end of Ibe moulid." 

Two more bulletins originate from .4/- 
.4Aram 's correspondent in Tanta. The firsL 
dated II March, 1891. sa>«. *There are ap- 
proximately 4,000 more visitors arriving in 
Tanta by train dian at this Hine last year." 
Three days later be writes. “One cannot help 
but convey tbe general delight of tbe public 
in the opmtions of the Railway Authority 
which did its utmost to ensure the comfort 
and convenience of its passengers. As a re- 
sult of which diere were 10,000 more peo- 
ple coming to Tanta ty rail this year than 
last year.' 

Because of its communications network, 
die moulUs Al-Ahram was able to cover 
were more numerous and increasingly far 
flung. In addition to tbe two best known 
moulids. El-Hussein and Sidi Badawi, 
which .Al-Ahram customarily covered every' 
year, it covered die comparatively minor 
moulids of El-Rifa'i, El-Sultan .^'bul-Ela. 
El-Sayeda Nefissa and El-^yeda Zeinab in 
Cairo, as well as the one major moulid in 
Alexandria, AI-.Ahram’s home city, the 
moidid of Sidi Galier. In ad^tioo, ohe can 
count no less than 1 4 mou/<<A that it covered 
in the provinces: Abul-Rish in Damanhur, 
El-Bastaweisi in El-Maballa. Abul-Ma'ati 
in Oamietta. Ei-Maligi in Malig. El-Btriiami 
in Desouq, EI-Afiri in Banba, Sidi Ghazi in 
Bulqas and Kafr S-Dawar and El-Rila'i in 


Port Said. As for the moulids in Upper 
Egypt, they were not as numerous or as 
closely covered. These were the moulids of 
El-Q^wi from Qena, Abul-Qasem El- 
Tahtawi in Tabta, El-Rnbi in Fayoum and 
El-Sayeda Uoriya in Beni Suef. 

In addition, Al-Ahrcan was also present at 
one mou^ which had been lecenUy in- 
augurated. Origmating in 1891 in Abu Ho- 
mos where, “the moulid of Sidi Youssef, 
whose tomb is located to Kom Desounis, at- 
tract^ a throng of about 10,000 pet^le.** 

The age-old tradition of moul^ celebrat- 
ed by Egyptians of the 19th centuiy requires 
some elucidation. Moulids are dw product 
of a blend of veneration for the family of die 
Prophet and die rituals of the Sufi orders. 
This is epitomised in tbe moulid of El- 
Hussein in Cairo, the migios of which El- 
Jabarti attempts to cjqilain in his annal s. He 
writes, “T his moulid was initiated by El- 
Sayed El-Badawi ibn Fatih Mubashir, die 
director of tbe Mashhad woq/'(religious ea- 
dowmentj foundation. Afflicted by the 
Frankish pox. he pledged himself to con- 
secrate rhia moulid if God restored him to 
health. Indeed, he made some recovery and 
dius initiated die moulid. He lit some lamps 
in tbe mosque and arranged for some 
sheikhs to recite tbe Qur'an in tbe madrasa 
in the daytime and in the mosque in tbe eve- 
ning. Thra die pheroiiMoon increased when 
they were Joined by numerous Sufis from 
tbe Afifi. g-«»wiiTian. Aiabi and Issawi so- 
cieties. They would form circles and chant 
^ names of Allah, sing poems venerating 
Him or recite verses tbe Burda Al- 
Madih of Busiri which others would echo in 
response, as a form of prayer to the ProiAet, 
may peace be upon hirrL" 

Al-Jabaiti's account hi^gfats another 
reason why moulids became so popular — 
the belief that die spirit of die person to 
whom the moulid is dedicated can perform 
miracles such as restor^ health, i^cting 
calamity on a foe, curing impoteocy, solv- 
ing personal financial difficulties or sof- 
tening the heart of that long desired suitor. 
Perhaps diis explains the pbeDomenon of 
the pledges box rhat would fill up widi mon- 
etary (locations wrhich. not infrequently, 
would provoke squabbles among tbo» who 
divided tbe money, as one learm from nu- 
merous such reports in .Al-Ahram. 

It is interesting to note that, for tbe Sufi 
orders, the location of a saint's tomb was 
not as important as their relati\’e numbers in 
a specific area. The Raifa’i Sufis, for ex- 
ample. convoked two moulids, one next to 
the El-Shafie Mosque in Cmro and another 
in Port Said, where “a long procession of 
Sufi masters and their followers would pass 
through the main thoroughfares of tbe city 
until it reached the square in which the 
moulid was held. There, people would recite 
tbe Qur'an and commemorate verses after 
which sweets and drinks would be distrib- 
uted." As for tbe Maghazi order, they held 
two moulids in honour of their saint £1- 
Magbazi. One was in Bulqas, attended on 
occasion by an Al-Ahram correspondent 
who wrote. “There were so many people 
that I felt that 1 could have been in the AJ- 
Badawi moulid. Some people estimated that 
there were over 200,000 visiton." other 
moulid was held in Kafr El-Dawar where, as 


chronicle of mod- I — i ^ — ! 
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tory as seen through the pages of Al-Ahram, Dr Yunan 
Labib Rizq looks at the vibrant world of moulids which at- 
tracted people of all walks for the purpose of religious hom- 
age, commerce, amusement or debauchery 
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4,000 tents diat year, a thousand more tiion 
the previous year. Wite such mmibeis, ques- 
tions' of sanrtatkm, health and. clesnliDess 
meant friat people could not be teft to tet up 
tiieir tents anywhere they pleased. Instwid, a 
campnig she was designated fix 
them “to die south of the dfy, direct^ be- 
hind the railroad tracks”. The statute also 
regulated bow the visitors’ canq> was to be 
. organised and maiiitamed. Rom of tents 
were to be separated streets. Streets pass- 

ing from east to west bad to be 10 metres 
wide, and norfo-to-south streets had to be 15 
metres wide. The campm were responsible 
for ^ aspects.of eiemimegB Not ooly did 
they have to keep thefr tents dean, they bad 
to sweep spray the portion of the street 
in front of thdr tents. They were also pro- 
hibited fixXO alaiigbtertng awimalg. “All an- 

imals must be slaughteira at tbe slau^iter 
hoos^” tile statute ordered. 

The statute included numoous otiier pro- 
visions. People were “fixbidden to sle^ in 
the streets, alleyways and mosques withm 
tbe city.” Anotber article stipulated that “all 
games must be located within an area al- 
located for that purpose and designared be- 
fOTetemd.” One is lemiiided hoe. of Salah 
Jahin’s fomous operetta Al-Kebira 

(Tbe Big Night) and die mimeroas amuse- 
ments and cmitests — swings, wei^i^ 
lifriiig, target Emoting, piqipet-diows, 
among mariy otiieis — cbilmen and adults 


could lake part izL Virtually synonymous 
trite die moulid is die tiaditioiial boiled 


another correspondent wrote, “tee celebra- 
tions are of su^ a fine teat even 

very prominent people continue to make 
teeir way here from ril quarters of the coun- 
tty." 

The Copts too had dieir own moulids. 
Generally held near Coptic monasteries 
these commemorated such saints as Sayeda 
Damyana in Bulqas and Mannina El- 
Agaybi. This latter moulid was “convoked 
by Coptic notables in the monasteries last- 
ing three day^ attracting visitors from all 
parts and during which a horse race was 
held”. Last but not least was the moulid of 
tee Vngin Mary held in Daqadus near Mit 
Ghamr. 

Coptic moulids also attracted many Mus- 
lims. Not only were there abundimt op- 
portunities for trade and commerce in the 
swarming markets near the moulids, many 
believed that certain saints vraenited by tee 
Cqics had powerful healing powers or could 
exorcise evil jina The moulid held for Mari 
Giigis (Saint George) is famous for this. 

Moulids were aim an occasion for the rich 
ID demonstrate dieir generosity, by holding 
benefits for the poor. Reporting oo the moul- 
id of El-Hussein in 1894, Al-Ahram writes, 
“The eminent Mcteamed Abdel-Kbal^ Ha- 
sbem Bey hosted a celebration today in hon- 
our of our master EJ-Hussem. He adorned 
his home with splendid decorations, pre- 
pared a luxurious feast for which he slau;^ 
tered niariy anirnals and dishibuted alms arid 
gifts among the poor and needy.” 

Not all mouli^ we discover in Al-Ahram, 
were associated with religious figures or 


Sufi orders. Rather teey commemarated an- 
cestral Bedouin figures. An example of tins 
is tbe moulid of SheDte Abn Ugtw in the 
province of Befaeira *to which flodt numer- 
ous visitors and elegantiy arrayed Bedouin 
horsemen ^lorling swords. There was a 
hotse race won by die st^ to tee 

Bedouin chief Khalil Shahib El-Ashhab. 
Tbe descendants of Abu Ugaila received 
visitors with warmte a^ gnerosity, may 
God bring pro^ierity and blessings to 
teem.” 

While tbe motives behind moulids vary, 
they share certain characteristics. Tbe most 
no^Ie is laige crowds. Al-Ahram gives no 
specific figures for the total visitots to El- 
&yed EI-Badawi’s moulid in Tanta. But 
from the figures h dted for the numbers of 
people who came to this moulid by train in 
1891 (10,000) one can surmise diat tee total 
visitors numbered several hundred teou- 
sands, most of wbon would have arrived by 
tear own means of transport from nearby 
villages. 

Su^ masses of people would require ad- 
ministrative control, triiicfa was precisely 
die purpose of the Mmistry oflntoior’s <r- 
g^sational statute of 1893. Promulgated 
with the approval of the provincial director 
of Gharbiya on the occasion of the moulid 
of El-Badawi, tee 15-articIe statute reveals 
much about all die preparations moulids re- 
quire. 

Fiisdy, provision had to be made for the 
enormous numbers of tents that visitors 
broii^t with them as temporary dxxie. Ac- 
condu^ to Al-Ahram of 1895, there were 


wite the moulid is the traditional boiled 
fthiftfcp M f Accor din g to die statute, chick- 
pea cotteera were ‘To remain to dwir r^qlsr 
stalls and forbidden to opoale ootside of 
tiiese stalls”. 

The latter stipulation brings os to that ma- 
jor concomitant feature of moulids — oom- 
merce. Again we are teclong statistics in 
tins aspect However, we are assisted by tee 
cnwi piabiis die merchants would register if 
h so h app e a ied te^ die government tem- 
porarOy banned a moulid, aldiot^ geaer- 
rily dm was a cooqidliiig reason this 
su^ as a cholera qndemic. In its 4 August, 
1891 editioo, Al-Ahram ’s cone^iondeDt in 
Tanta helpB to vent the merchants' frustra- 
tion. “The su^ienaon of this great moulid 
for two years running has been severely det- 
rimental to rnerohants in Tania, parttcularly 
those ateo sell Moroccan fabrics and Syrian 
and European goods. The astute obs^er 
tiiauld h^e no difficulty in perceiving that 
merchants and tavern owners are sSuply 
critical of die yearly fees teat diey must ^y 
for dieir shops and stalls. Their oiily hope is 
that tee money that cranes so deariy out of 
their pockets can be compensated for by 
plyirig their businesses and wares dmiiig the 
mouUd season. Yet now many are in such 
difficult straits dne to the cunent slunqi teat 
they cannot affnd to pay tee rents on teeir 
stabs and sheps.” 

Mentea^ were not the only ones whose 
livelibood depended iqion moulids. A se- 
vere slump such as teat described above 
would also affect those dependent u{^ the. 
monetary pled^ donated Ity woesUppezs. 
And when tee piddiigs get slim, tte ri- 
valries ova* tee booty beemoe harsher. Sev- 
eral articles in Al-Ahram from October and 
November 1893 iflustrate teis. In October, 
Al-Ahram ’s corrc^iondcnt in Tanta writes. 


tee Swd Badawi Mosque are awaraqgfr 
distiibidion of teeinoney te« to t*® 

nated m tee ptet^ boxes tty gesezDusa^^ 

virtuous citizeDS. Several dilutes have ai^ 

an over how tee money is to be 

Some want H to be distributod aeenraie to 

tee relatitto ranks of tee individuals «teo « 

anAt\»A to tee money whereas otecis Pfr - 
fain teat h shonU be distributed accoidiiig 
to tee regulations.” The agency resprasfole 

for tlw distribution of ^ moa^ w'os te^ 

Wa^f Fomdatitti Administf^ios and dm 
newqiqier urged tin ifirecKn to resolve tee 
dilutes “m a manner test easures tee 
of all”. A month laier the cmi L Sp oa d ent re- 
peats that **tiie intensity of tee disrates be- . 
tween tee scholars a^ custodians of tee 

mosque has incieased.” In dm e^ tee 

AdnnnistretioQ had to dispatofa its senior in- 
spector, Bey EI-Bnrai wlra finally 

settled tee diqnife to tee satisfaction of u 
parties. - 

. T,ike Al-J*hara, AUAinam also vented its 
angw w gaingr maztifost^ons of **dQiravji^. 
The xtewqaqier’s Tanta currespraideDt cri^ 
icised *The shamelessness of prostitutes 
and teeir lioentious danciiig in tee coffee 
houses. Yet tbia is sotes^ compared to tee 
main dancen, cme of whom we saw dressed 
in women’s costume, down to the earrings, 
anvi^ and ))elt atouiid tee hips. We have 
gi«i seen men in ygmi i ngifng wrte women in 
tee fthatitmg dccles in vriiicfa te^r 
Aane» and hrfiavg in general with an uik 
modesty that cratravenes all law and of- 
fends w sense of decorum and morals.” 

The cmiieqiondent from PanMn bur 
sounds equally pet&nbed when r^mtmg on; 
the moulid of Sidr Atiyn ./Jiui-Rish wfaen- 
*Tve saw ooffeehouses in which there was 

da n ffi ng^ haalii A anifilftng and aiiaty form nf 


depravity teat offends one’s sense of mo<t 
esty and an fiiis direetiy next to the Mosqne 

AeS— A1 1 1^ • 


of Atiya Abnl-RidL In addition, prostit u tes 
have taken 19 temdenee in huts ^»g ^ tee 
thoTou^ifiaes. Nor do they attempt to coo- 
ceal tfaOT vileness fixnzLvisitDis arid passas- 
by, sanee dieir pnsau x there is sanctioned 
Ity tee g ove mmai tadridi takes rent on teese 
huts.” 


Even in Qena zn.l^ier Egypt, ifMfrreiB h 
corzeqiondent ex pi ese s Ik aid dis- 
at "tee many activities offensive 10 
puUic morris teat are occ aarin g in tiie harii- 

leli gnd danrani* rnflgaTirm.ran’' 


AiatSds, in nteidi there is such a ctn- 
glomeration of Tnanicmd, not only offered 

occasion far eiteer worriiip nr fiin, they pm- 

vi^ eptimum o ppo rtunity .^ teose on 
fiinges of Egyptun society to gam a live- 
lihoi^ Thieves nd jndqiodKts in pa*- 

ticnlar could hardly afford to miss tee shim. 

dant booty thqycDuldgethy deffiy ntisgling 
wite the jostizng crowds. Fra teeir victims, h 
would have been small cranfiirt to kzMw tfara 
tiiis practice ccmtiimes m tlw beU in 
Egypt down to the present day. 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of histdry and 
head ofAMhram f€s- 
tory Sbidies Owdre. 



Developing small institutions 


Gamal El-Bayoumi, aide to the Egyptian foreign min- 
ister, will oversee the Egyptian side in a series of 
meetings to be held in MIfano discussing means of 
developing small and medium-sized Institutions and 
industries. 

Egypt is one of 27 countries sending experts to par- 
ticipate in the meetings. 







LE3bn in GuMfWstr reparations 


The UN Reparations Committee in Geneva approved 
ttie allocation of LE3bn In reparations to be paid to 
Egyptians who suffered losses, Munk Zahran, Egypfs 
permanent representative at the UnSed Nations, stat- 
ed. 

Zahran added that 1,230,000 Egyptian workers had 
deposits in Iraqi banks when the Gulf War broke out. It 
is expected that paying reparations will start in January. 


$ SOO million 


authorized capital 




$100 million issued 


and paid up coital 


Minister of finance: 
No privitsation msh 


Mutual funds 


Faisal Islamic Bank 
of Egypt 

PdlEMreer ^kjUimcc SeuUiiHf 

t announces 1 


for investment account depositors that the profits 
of the bank’s transactions carried out in the first 
quarter of 1416 A.H ending 18/5/96 'will be 
distributed on 12/6/1996 

Local currency: 


Speaking before the Parliament, Mohieddine Gharib, 
minister of finance, stated that the government will rot 
predpHate the sale of public sector companies and 
that the revenue will be channelled to the financing of 
vital projects. 

Gharib also stated that taxes would not Increase 
due to the recent trade boom which has increased tax 
revenues. This is keeping in line with the govern- 
ment’s policy which takes into consideration those 
falling within the lower income brackets. 

Concerning privitisation, Gharib explained that the 
goal of privitisation is aimed at improving the com- 
panies’ status arto performance, rather ttian selling 
them and laying off workers. 

In other developments, Gharib explained that while 
the government’s policy is currently that of subsidising 
the purchase of wheat, moving towards self- 
sufficiency is a goal which is hoped to be realised 
soon. 


granted tax 
exemptions 


Tourism 
conference 
in Sharm 
El-Sheikh 


One of the bills slated 
for the forefront of dis- 
cussion at the People’s 
Assembly include a pro- 
posed amendment to 
the Central Bank Law, 
which states that no 
shareholder is allowed 
to own more than 10 per 
cent of any bank’s total 
balance. The capital law 
amendment is aimed at 
encouraging the es- 
tablishment of mutual 
funds and promoting its 
activities. 


Other items to be dis- 
cussed is the iricome 
tax amertdment bill. 
Upon approval, the pro- 
posed tax exemption is 
expected to encourage 
small investors to Invest 
in these funds. The tax 
exemption is aimed at 
40 per cent 
Another bDi presented 
by the government is 
one which would cancel 
the securities’ profit tax. 
The aim of this bill is to 
boost investment 


Mohandes 




1- Investment accounts for no less than 


I years 




2- Investment accounts 


2 . 02 %. 


Foreign currency: 


On 16 June, 1998 Mo- 
handes Insurance Co. 
will begin distribution of 
200 thousand free 
shares to its share- 
holders, giving one div- 
idend share for every 10 
shares. 

Samir Mustafa Metwal- 
li, chairman of the board 
of Mohandes Insurance 


Co., explained that dis- 
tribution of the dividend 
shares will be imple- 
mented in light of a de- 
cision made at an ex- 
traordinary general 
assembly held, on 28 
December 1995, which 
called for an LE2mn ir>- 
crease in paid capital 
which is to be frans- 


fierred from the general 
reserves and distributed 
among the shareholders 
in the form of dividend 
shares. 

The chairman of the 
board said the share- 
holder has the right to 
claim his dividend 
shares until the end of 
the day following the dis- 


tribution. Metwalii said 
that tile company will 
announce during the 
forthcoming period the 
opening of subscriptions 
to increase the com- 
pany’s capital by 800 
thousand shares, valued 
at LESmn. which is in- 
tended to increase the 
paid capital to LESOmn. 


Egypt was selected by 
the Faculty of Tourism 
and Commerce- In Hun- 
gary to host an inter- 
national tourism confer- 
ence which will be held 
from 24-26 July at 
Shaim S-Sheikh. The 
conference, which aims 
to discuss means of im- 
proving tourist services, 
is being organised by 
the Tourism and Com- 
roerce Faculty of Huri- 
gary, in cooperation 
the Faculty of Tourism 
at Suez Canal UnL 
versify. 

Ahmed Duweidar, 
pr^ident of Suez Canal 
University and chalnnan 
of the oonfererice, stat- 
ed tiiat more than 80 fa- 
culties of tourism from 
different countries of the 
world will take part, in 
addition to a large num- 
ber of tourism ministers 
arxl over 2K) eeperts in 
the field. 




all 


1.15%. 


A privitisation offer 


Developing remote villages 


The total distributable profits until 
18/5/1996 is 


million 


-I To advertise io Money & Bnsbies eontact* Tel: (202) 3391071 Fax: (202)5786023 - 5786126 


A leading international automobile manufacturing company sub< 
mitted an offer to the Egyptian government proposing the privat- 
isation of three public sector companies operating in the field of 
manufacturing automobile tyres. Atef Ebeld, minister of the public 
business sector, stated \ 

Ebeld added that the quality of these company’s products is on 
par with other international companies, qualifying them to merge 
with other international companies in the same field, ^id is 
scheduled to discuss the offer with the minister of industry. ■ ' 


Abdel-Moneim Emara, head of the Youth and Sports Suoreme 
Council, confirmed that a sum of LE 3.5mn will be allocated to the 


remote vlUages development pncjecL The pre^g prellmlnarv stao 
es has resulted in developing 70 vfiiages and has employed ^ W 
youths. ’ 

On the other hand, 4.thousand centres were opened na- 
tionwide, including libraries, iri addition to the youth groi^ whic^ 
involves 50,000 of Upper Egypfs fresh graduates and under^- 
graduates. 


■ ' !■ 7 ^ 
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Sports 15 


I bra 

Atia 


boun 


Africa’s best rowers took to the 
Nile last week to earn their 
places in the Olympics, including 
Afncan champion Ali Ibrahim. 

Nashwa Ab da l T awab reports 



AfilbnUffiFOwiiigliis way toAtUstx 


l^wed^11iBNfe*8cadyincinnDgcalmwasM(ml3yfiiceen>w- 
ing caces, as Egypt, Algs^ Zi mb abwe and South Afiica took part 
in file Afiican coofineBlal qnalificitiaDS fat Aflaota; Amoog 
taldng port was Ali Ifacdmii,iadQBdaoiciQg die wodd*s top 2Q, and 


Egypt was file natural dioice as a site fix file quabtieations. 
As wen as fiw natural advantage of ^ Rivtf Nile, Egypt wk 
die first Afiican conntty to join the InterBatimial Rowing Fed- 
eration (I^, in 1907, and hosts the headquarters ik the'- Af- 
rican Rowing Federation. 

; *The Tri tefnatinnal niyn^> hoc iHim /yf 

rowers allowed to talra part to 604, and fiiey nnst fillfil eeriam cri- 


teria,” explained Shaha- Tawfi^ fismer seoetazygeoeral of the 
jE^yptian Rowing Fede rati on and file wodd*s oldest liv^ uder- 
national im^ne. Hie be co ntione d, choald be die 

strongest TDwas from each of the five contments. The world’s top 
12 rawera have cane btendie to jmn die Olynq^ but die otliera 
must pass their eontiiNntBl qaafificatioD heats, and fiilfin die Olym- 
pic ConanittBe’s edtoda. 

. Even &ypt’s and Afiica’s grower, AS n»ahimj did not eseqie 
tie qnatifi^'ons. Beii% Afiican Cbsi^rian, ibuifii in the Worid 
Ciq> and ITfii in the World CbanqrioDtii^ did not exeoqit 1^ fiom 
hswDg to prove Ms worth to the selectorsL 

However, he fulfilled eaqieciations a resoumfing win in die 


men’s tidff' (sii^lesX putting his name on a ticket to Atlanta. *^'m 
very h^py to wm 1& race," he enmnented afietwaods, ’’proving to 
myseUi m fient of others, fiiat I am the best in Afiics.** 

Ihrabitn bad beco rawing abroad 19 to three wedrs before fiv 
qualificatimis, taking part in sbe champinndHpc in three c m imriftc — 
Italy, Belgium and Getmariy. Back in Egypt; he rows five hours a 
d^, does five hours of exercises on rowing machines, and eats and 
sla^is welL Ife will tiavd to the US eaiiy, and sp^ a coiqde of 
we^ trairiing in Penri^vaiiia before riiovnig south to Atlaiiia. 

‘’At this stag^ his performance is 70 or 80 per cent," said 
Amr Ragaey, his coacL “Bui by the time we get to Atimta he 
win be 100 per cent ready." 


. However, die oqierienced Shaher Tawfiq is not esqiecting ntir-, 
acles. “The world’s best 18 rowers will be takbg part in the siaB,*’ 
he said. “Realistically I think takmg fim seventh to 12th/ 

place would be a good achievemeitt for Ibn&m. Ife lusn’t got the, 
esqierienceofa lot oftiie people he’ll be raemgagainsL" ' 

Meamtiiile, South Afi^ won die coxless pars, and, in die surr 
{vise of die quaUficatioos, Algeria won the women's driff) wimmig,' 
an OJynqric rowing place fiv Ae firstdme in 1 2 years. 

So Ibrahim alone will row for Egy{it in Atlanta. Be will 1 m 
the seventh Egyptian rower to take part in the Olympics. So 
far, none of Aem have won a maHai Deqiite his youdi and iiH 
experience, could Ibrahim be the first? 


Arab contractors hang on 


The Confederation of African Football's three championships 
are down to the last eight And Egypt is maintaining a presence 
with Zamalek and Arab Contractors, writes Eric Asomugha 


Zamaldc is dmn^ to die ipiaiteifiiials of one of Af- 
rica’s iKemier cbmqnoBtii^ die Qnb f^wntgwmwt 
Cnp^ and Arab Contnunocs haw tnaA*. fi into Ae fatst 

Ihe dtann^^ the three Confederatuni of Afiicm 
Fooftnll (CA]^ inte-chibs ocnmjetitiaiis, held in Ctdzo 
last week, set die ball ndling ^ die fi™l showdown 
bet w een the ei^ quati&is in each of die oonqwti- 
tions, which started with a total of] 32 clnbsu 
In the figfit fixr the C3nb Chanqnmis Cop, Tamiilrfr 
win cla^ widi CODM of Morocco, CS Sfimen of Tn- 
nisia will meet .foraaf de Dakar of Sendai and Petrol 
Adetico of A^la will play against JS Kidnlye of Al- 
geria. The winner of die lesrAedoled maidi between 
Orlando Pirates of Soi^ Afiica and AfiifiiUia of Zam- 
bia wiQ mem Shooting Starao^l^eda.---. - 
In the Cap Winners Ciqi, Azaib Cantnctocs of Egypt 
wiO sh% it out wifii FITS ^Morocco, CRBdonizdad 
of Algeria meet Ftstmia of Somh Afiica and CaiH 

on of Camerocm is intdi^ against Costa do Sd tfMo- 
zsmlnqDe. The mnner of another leschedaled match 
between hdbflinga of Gabon and Katsma United ofNi-» . 
geria win pl^ Sodigiaf of ZaiEB. 

MdmwfaQe; in the CAP Cu^ USST of Reumon meet 
KACM of Morocco, Brewenes of Kenya is roatriiBd 


against Ports Andiority of Siena Leone, ESS of Tunisia 
meets Unispoit Ba&ng of Cmnetoon and AS Vha of 
Zahe challenges MC Oran of Algeria. 

• “A wooderihl draw as wdH as a rou^ one for the 
clubs," commented Manvade Wade, the Jai^ coach, 
who is confident dot CS Sfixien w£U pose no threat to 
JacaaPs road to die Chanqnons Ciqi. The Sen^alese 
team is attempting to Ixii^ borne ^ piestigions trtqjby 
fix die first time, and ^ifle their clwn«»g arc ihoi^itto 
be dnn, Aeir previoos perfbnnances, inchiding Imnrfcing 
out the nu^ ASEC of Cote dlvoice, shows dirt Aey are 
a force to ^ redomed with. 

The encoanter between the Shooting Stars and the win- 
ner of the Orlando Pirates-Mufblira tnateh is certain to be 
mterertiDg. If the Stars play Mofiilica, it will be a iSist 
-meeting between the two tean^ so neitiMT ride will know 
to expect On Ae oAer hand, if defeodmg cham- 
jnoDS Oriando Pirates meet the Siootitq; Stars as ex- 
pected, it is likely to be one of the most ex^osive matches 
cf die yeari Such a meeting would marie tbe fiist soccer 
Tnatrb between PGgem and South Afiica sl^ the Fb- 
tions.C^ in South Afiica, when Nigeria was banned fol- 
lowing its Bxequtkmof a 1eadtagliummri,^bits activist 

“Shooting Stais watch out! The Pirates are also .ioter- 
cssted in die Chan^opg Cap,” warned Barry Lambert, a 


South Afiican chib rqresrotative who was present at the 
<faaw. ZamalA gave a gimilar threat, should Shooting 
Stars go throus^ to the later stages. know too much 
about the inquovement of Nigerian ibotiialL Shooting 
Stars wOl haro to be ready fix us, and must not forget 
that we beat them 1-0 in Nigo^" said Samir Sayed, the 
Zamalek manager. The Shooting Stars, meamriule, are 
detenoaiDed to win the Cup, wiiich has eluded Nigeria 
rince its incqitioa 32 years ago. 

Zamaldr — who won this cup in 1984 and 1993, ac- 
counting ibr two of Egypt’s six wins — are playing dieir 
first 1^ nwrtifih at home whh a virtoally unknown side, 
CODM of Morocco. “We arc starting to collect in- 
fixmation about this team today, because we don’t know 
auytii^ about them,” imported Sayed. Zamaldc, he add- 
ed, was cunep^ on the lodcout for new players of the 
qirality of Aeir former star Emmanuel Armirnke, who is 
currently set to move from S{>Qrtmg Lisbon of Poitu^ 
to Bazeekma of Siwin. 

In the Ciq> Winners Ciq>, Arab Conmctois 

will pby ifa^ first 1^ away aga^ another Moroccan 
team, FU5. The Cantiactixs, twice dampions in 1982 
and 1983, are as optimistic as ever, and Aeir German 
. coach Nfidiad Kru^ is looking ibrwaid to atUing more 
wei^ to the Cmtiactois’ attack. “I am happy Aat we 


will be plying the secood leg at home," be said. "The 
quarterfinal will actually talm place next season and 
just now we are trying to get new players, particularly 
some voy good centre fi^ards." He was not, how- 
ever, pre|»red to reveal their ktentity. 

Anotiier team to watdi in the Cup Whmers Cop is 
Pretoria City, a South Afiican second Avirion club 
which remamed unbeaten last season until a 3-2 upset 
ly a Cape Town side in the South African firalg. Pre- 
toria’s next opponent is CR Bdouizded of Algeria. 1 
think we’ve got a very difficult draw, but we can stiij 
win. Hold Act to a draw in Aigei^ take them home 
to Smith Afiica and beat them," said Barry Lambert, a 
chib rqxesentative present at the draw. “We arc hu^ 
because we took five new sigoings at the end of lari 
season. They were tndigfole'lo play in~tiie previous 
rounds, but now we can bring Aem into the squad.” 

Meanwbil^ in the CAF (^, defending chanqnons 
ESS of Tunisia remain vmy much in control Tbeir 
quarterfinal op{X)nents are Uniqiort Bafang of Came- 
roon, a team recognised as no pr^bover since their de- 
feat of Nigeria’s Ranger Inten^ona). Also waiting in 
die wings to challenge the Tmiisians are USST of Re- 
union, uAo are sflenny indiing their way to ^ tr^ af- 
ter a surprise win over Simdcn^ of SoiA A^ca. 


Olympics 

countdown 


All in oils 

A UMIIEDEDrnON (d'Moliamed Ali 

whaling his 1960 Olyn^ boxmg gold medal 
wiU be iinvdliBd tod^ at a private reo^tiioa m 
Aflaiite stin known as Cassius Cl^ vihen he 

won the tid^ was cqibirBd on canvas tty artist 
Steve Kanfinan m tribute to dto oeDtennial 
Otynqiic Games next mmifiL The reception vrill 
be hosted by Ali and Kaufinan. 

Right on time 

ANTHONY Hemlnick, the American boxer who 
arri ved too late fig Ms first fight at die 1988 Seoul 
Otynqncs, is to bean Atianta Games vohmteer 
^riiose dnto win mcl^ inakmg sncB atiiletes 
arrive 00 tima Bdnbrick was disqualified afier 
his Iste acrival in tile at SeoaL the lesidt of a 

0w«wnderrtandm goffhgoMi q >eritionBdiediile. 

Enandsbyair 

fears of an'blynqBO-size gridlock have 
pRHiqited a US government schenie to rise 
fel jeo ptmtoimi enands during Ae Games, 
combmed w^ technology 10 ensnre that tii^ do 
notrhokefiie.ddtewifiitiafficaswelLTheSlO ' 
inillion project paid fig by the Federal Aviatimi 
Adinimsttatiaii, NASA and {gxvate conqMndes, 
wiB keep traAoif50h di c(^ters;fenyiiig goods 
and ernergeocy axoimd Adf^ during the 

OlyiBp^.Tlte {to is caDed the Alfamta Shent 
Tianqwrintimi System. 


Graf does it again 

THE 1996 Roland Garos Grand Slam ended with one snrprise 
win and one clastic victory. 

The most eicfiittg tennis was played in ibe women’s teamament, 
vAere Germany’s defending ehanqiion Steffi Graf gave bendf an 
early 27A birthday present by beaAig old rival Arantxa 
SandMSfVieario of Spain 4^ 6-7(4-?X in a record three hours 

BntiftltewomeiPtr om peti rtoB endedfatrad tttoi i at fBshlBn,wiai 
(^nf takhig her ^hFrei^ Open, gtyingber a total of 19 grand . 
shun Ales, more than any previoos {ilayer wiA the exception of 
Margaret Onorf; the men’s compeiffion was a iBifciMit story. 

iB his first grand dam final, Yevengy Kafelnikov beat 
16th ranked Michad Stitdh, 7-6, 7-5 7-6. Kafelnikov ontclassed 
Iris opponent with his powerful baseline play spiced with 
winaiiig retnrns and a few raging virileys. Not only did he make 
histoiy for Russia with his si^es vrin. He also won tte donMes 
final wiA Czech partner Daniel Vacek on Satnrday, Ans 
beconring Ae first player to win boA titles on Ae Parih clay 
since Avstnfian Kra Roaewall in 1968. ftVoto&'AP; 


Egypt goes Eurfai-mad 



Arab Games delayed 

yoodi and sports mmistexs dedded on . 
lufitedey to pos^mie Ae Artii Games, to bo held 
in Benn^ iv a year. The'ganies win now take 

. |riaceniOriDberl997. 

dedsBon fiiOowed talks rt Ae Arab League 
liggdquaiteis in CaiED wiA rtpctSQria&ves fiom 


FOOTBALL fims have beai ^ned to 
tiwir TV screens to wa^ die gia^ of 
' Europe eb^ in Euro 96, wludi Idcked 
off 1^ Saturday at Wei^ley Stodhun, 
England, writes Erie Asomugha. 

Sa&ndw, Engjand and Switzer- 
land kieiki^ off Ae first match of Emo 
96, Ifae biffiest fiwAall event to 
be held in tinee' 1966. 

The impended in a M draw,a 
c feappbiitf iig start fig the 
uditMM fiuift f pf d m m i diug » 
torn to Ae kmd of finm that won 
EQgl^the 1966WoddCi9: 

Ttds year’s Eorapean Nations 
Cbanqnontiii^ are Ae largest 
eiw,wiA 16 nations ttidng part 
.The munber will be narrowed down to 

T imw^wnri 

the finalisixwin emoge aftff Ae semi- 
finals on 26 JoriBL The chanqiitti win be 



asra 


BUTB96 


decided at Wembley cm 30 June. 

So At Ae Emo 96 is tioiAle-fiee. The 
BritiA govennnen^ teheved by dn^ said 
on SunAy Aat it hroes Euro 96 win {lave 
the way forabid forme Worid Ctip in 2006 
andAeCRyngjic Games twDyoR later. 

Thanks to dafiy televisuMi coverage, 
Egy{itians have can^ht Euio- 
fooAall mania too, and re- 
sults preActkm has become a 
conversational standard in 
taxis, cofieeshi^s and bmnes 
across the country. Nile TV 
is even ofiering a car as a 
prize fig ooneedy guessing 
Ae two finalists. 

Two will • be 

played today:' Switzerland versos Hol- 
land in group A, and Bnlgaria versus 
Romania in group B. I^tdies are 
shown on Channel 2 and Nile TV. 


ptidLAanon. 

^^bdeS-Mcmeim Emaia, head of Egypt's 
giM ffiw CmincafigYoiiAsad^omts. 
J^rntpad Aedem^ 

gggiestion againat Lehaomt^Aich hss held 
UP A* rtfthe pames.” he toM - 

(^0^ after rite meeting.,’^ adfS^ 


Sidelines: Euro 96 


GoMeri 
Per the 


time id Ac history of Ae 


war. 


civil 


but Lehenon’s ^»tls MroRolirt 
if oAbt Aiabteito 

Atiri " 


Edited by Ims Mazhar 


Eoro ’96 cumpdilion, Ae 
goal role win be iq^Hed. This rule 
states Aat in Ae case of a tied 
second round match, the first goal 
''seoced,wins. . 

Ifcfaett 

More Aan 90 per (teit of tickets itv 

• fiiro 96 have already bemi S 0 I 4 
teas^ only 130,000 ftgoAere^er 
Aiistoaiq>vp.F6neofAetemBming 

. 27 games, are sold ouit and another fbor 

ne^soidoaL 

" CemhIIng 

• An over-eager gambler stands to 
win one rmllion pounds Stealing 


($1.5 miHkm) If Spain meets 1^ in 
Ae Euro ’96 final on 30 June. Ton 
ptmter placed a 50,000 pound, 20-1 
bet ($76,690) in a London 
bookmato shop on these two teatn< 
reaching Ihe final. This is so for Ae 
biggest bet to be placed in this 
conqietition. 

Faiririay 

The UEFA (European FooAan 
Fcrfcraiiop) exacted its 
recadty at tlto mgd uubAct of red and 
yellow cards ]goAiced ffl Ae early 
stages of Boro ’96. Refiroes, however, 
have been told to miii nt M n then “tou^ 
but Au’* attitnde lo find piqr at Ae 

ffhnmpinnqbip 



Olympic 

technology' 



Youserf 

Mazhar 


More than 10,000 athletes 
from 197 countries will ^ 
shortly be convexgu^ on 
Atianta to compete m 26 
Olympic sports, ranging 
from athletics to 
synchronised swimming, 
to yachting. This, of 
course, wfil create an 
enoemoas challenge fig ' 
logistics and mfinToatioin 
tedmology 

To meet this ehalleng g^ 
systems have been 
devised, boA to help 
manage and run the event 
and to meet the viewing 
HftfiianHg of millinna of - 

ttievision viewers all 
around the world. 

OfiScials and judges will 
contri bute to file Games 
Results System, udndi 
will allow the split-secood 
rfiw a etn i miriftn of 

infonnation by {len-based 
comprtea complete wiA 
user-fiieDdly gi^Aical 
guides. Ca^lex co mp uter 
skills are not required to 
opei^ the system, and 
tiaimng will be given just 
before the games. 

Another system, called 
INFO 96, uw deliver 
graphical and text-based 
infonnation on Ae 
Olynqiics through one 
thousand touch-screen 
terminals. of 

using a keyboard, users 
simply touch Ae logos 
q^tearing on Ae screen. 

Information available 
via the system will 
include results, which 
will be available 
immediately, sdiedules of 
events, and even the 
results and perfonnances 
of past years. Information 
can be accessed by name 
of aAlete, sportiug event, 
year, and is avail&le in 
English and French. ^ 

And, to provide 
infigmation on Ae 
Internet, IBM has 
developed a home page to 
proidde informatioQ on ' 

Ae games. lotemetjisers . 
the world over'can'lake a 
break from office routinic^ 
to check up on the 
Olympics results on Ae 
World Wide Web at 
htqii/www. atianta. 
oMxqnc.oig. 

The events of the 17 
days of Ae 1996 Olynqiics 
wfl] Aus be available 
more immediately 
more accurately, to those 
who attend Ae event, to 
judges, to the millions 
watching on television, 
and to Aose to 

Ae Internet To use the 
cutting edge of modem 
tedmology to satisfy Ae 
«lwmawrk of all A c ffC 
groups is challenge of 
tedmology at the 
OtynqHcs. 

TTie writer is mtsidem cf 
the ^yptUmraditmg <md 

Windstufing Federatiott, 
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Ibrahim Saadeddin: 


Social strategist 

His name has often been linked with the aura of the Nasser years and the 
technocracy of the socialist state. But he is hardly your average grey man In 
a suit. His smile is sheer electricity. All the teeth show. It is a wide, white grin 


■ Bom in Sbaiqiya, Ibnfaiin Saadeddin spaA 
his school years aoconqiaiiying his fttfatf , a 

' memberofibe judiciBl corps, lotbediffe^ 
! towns where he was post^ The 6iia] des- 
- timtion was Cairo, where Saadeddin en- 
. rolled at Ftniad i (now Cairo) Univeisity*s 
Faculty of Conmeice, shitty^ aan- 

SODie- 

; time in WS, his senior year, he became a 
' supp(»tBr of the left-wing movement 

.whidi was stirring the univetsity and the 

■ country. 

SaariBfkiin giaihiated wifi hcniours ^ 
joined facidty niMiitiBiiiiiig Wk m- 
voK’eroent in tiie radi^ movement of the 
' period He wrote articles in AJ-Faff- Ai- 
Gadid, a Marxist pitirlicatioa edited and 
puWsbed by Ahrned Rudidi Saleh. In 19SI, 

' be left for the US to study for his PhJ>. His 
^ wife Joined him there, and their eldest son, 
Hossam (now a leading consuhaot for in vi- 
tro fertili^on and embi^ transfer in the 
UK), was bora shortly thereafter. Upon 
coo^tletioD of his studies in 1955, Saa- 
deddn returned home, to tiie repubtic Egypt 
' h^ become. He resumed his teaming pcd 
• at wfaat was by tins time tiie Univetsity of 
Cairo, and re-estaMshed contact with teft- 
' wing activists. He was arrested in February 
- 1956 under charges of membership in the 
underground comnnin^ movement 
On 18 June. 1956, die Constitution was 
promnlgated and martial law abolished. Saa- 
deddin was released oo 2 July, in time m le- 
.joice with his con^aoiots over the na- 
-tionahsationoftbe Suez Canal 

Great <*«nges were taking place in die 
country and dx services of cuhinrd, dedicat- 
ed Egyirtiaos were in great demand. Though 
be had been ar rested on political grounds, 
his organisational expertise was sought by 
the regime. Ks name constantly beaded the 
list of organisers considered to have par- 
ticular knw-bow in the creation and man- 
agement of new iDstitutiODS. He was ap- 
pointed advisor lo the Ministry of Education 
for 8 short ^U, then delegated to the Min- 
isny of Flaming to assist Dr Ibrahim Hebu 
Abdtel-Rahman in founding the Institute of 
National Planning, where he also became a 
professor. He was dien asked to help es- 
tablish the National Institute for Buaness 
Administratioa, where again he was on the 
staff. “The teginie aimed at raishig 
the stamiard of the layman by creating new 
estabtishmenis to widen the horizons for 
young people. As leftists we were very 
amaiable to this goal and helped in ai^ way 
we could.'* 

Saadeddin soon found his nidie in the 
hitler echelons of the new regime's tech- 
nocratic administtatioiL When ftime Min- 
ister Zakariya Mohieddin decided to re- 
structure the Auditii^ Bureau (Diwan At- 
Muhasaba), re-named the Cen^ Or^n- 
isation for Auditing, he was Dommated dep- 
uty director. When die Arab Socialist Union 
was created, he was made a member of die 
General Secretariat. He helped create the In- 
stitute of Socialist Studies, and became its 
first deaiL 

The aim of the Zristitute of ScKualist Stud- 
ies was to politicaily train and educate the 
cadres sent diere the General Secretariat 


of die Arab Socialist Unkm. The nominees 
were firom di fierent walks of life — hi^ 
nnldog offidals, t'**'^""**, wodoera and ior 
tellectuBis. were screened ttydieio- 
stitute's stafi^ dreesmned diehr Utility to 
asamilaie die goals of the and also 

to make sure they were interested in the af- 
fehs of theircoiniininity. 

The theoretical part of the institute's pro- 
gramme was deigned to acquamt the 
rWglfng cadres with the constitudoo, the 
actnevemeots of die 1952 revolution and 
the econranic and political devdt^meiu of 

Egypt The cadres were divided into anall 

groups and sent to different parts of die 
country, where foey bad ptaeticaJ oi^ 
p^wnmiriits to tfipty their theoretical knowl- 
edge. They visit^ factories, unions and 
villages vtdiere the ^ricultui^ reform had 
been inqiiemented, and held discussions in 
order to better acquaint tiieinseives widi 
the problems people were facing. “Re- 
porting diese observatkms ^ dis- 
cusaons that totfe place within the group 
had die additional targeted efiect of ma- 
turing these individuals’ tiwu^ts and be- 
haviour," Saadeddin recalls. 

Following die 1968 student riots in out- 
rage at die lement sentence banded to die Air 
Force offirere considered responsible for the 
1967 debacle, die Arab Socialfst Udon was 
re-structured. Saadeddin laughs: “We were 
iiifocined of our lesigiiatioiis." Saadeddn le- 
turoed to the Central Organisation ibr Aud- 
iting and to teacfaiiig — ThelnstitoteofSo- 
cialist Studies closed down shordy after. 

But tins was not the last time Saadeddin 
was to rub the authorities the wrong way. He 
was among those who were arrested during 
Sadat’s welHmown “Conective Revolu- 
tion". He was btou^ to trial before a lev- 
cdutitmafy couft'ind convicted, but received 
a one-year stay of executitHL Shortly after, 
he was nnmiMied die UN to fo^ the 
Arab Instituto for Pba^ in Kuwait He re- 
mained in Kuwait for years. 

“Until 1981 [the year he r eturoed to 
Egypt], I had bem employed to create new 
establishments, but ipon nty letum fiom Ku- 
wait, these pul^ a ^n m i n tiiients rama tO an 
end, and I joined the Third Worid Fonim as 
director of the re^onal office." 

Chaired by the prominent economist Is- 
mail Sabti Abdallah, the Frainn, as Saa- 
deddin expbiiis,- is baskxdty a cca^raiietatc 
of social scientiks, scholars and rese ar diers 
mterested in die social problems of the Thnd 
Wmld. Affiliated to no govenunent, party ca* 
estaUishment it has no regular source of fi- 
oancm& subsisting instead on research con- 
tracts (fifferent organisations. All the 
membera are fiom Afiica, Asia and Latin 
America. Before leaving for Kuwait Saa- 
deddin was instiumeaial in drawing up the 
Forum's plm ctf woik. 

“Alteniative Arab Futures”, one of the ma- 
jor futurology ^ojects the Fraum undertook 
for the UN U ni vet a ty in Tokyo, took five 
years to cany out and gives an idea of the (fi- 
veisity of subjects tadded bytfaere- 
seanfoers: dembcraity, the political iinpact of 


Profile by Sarnia Abdennour 


die o9 boom of die 1970s, Arab dnema, Ar- 
d»c literature and its rote in unity and di- 

versity... Scholars ftom differeot parts of the 

Ai^ worid comributed; the Ponnn’s iqxxt, 

o n thrir fiiMlingK^ <-Mirtin»t 

scenarios il^ the evtdution of the Asfo 
worid. 

Other znqor {Htyeets: “The Islamic Move- 
ment in die Arab Worid", ‘*11ie Progressive 
Mbvonent in the Arab World", *Tlow De- 
ciaons Axe Taken in the Airii WorkT, ‘The 
Tgbmift Awakenh^^, “Wranen’s 0- 
litexacyinEgypf*. 

Whfle in Kuwait Saadeddin put his name 
on the list of die fouiidecs of the Left Fonnn, 
one of the o flfep r in g of Sadat’s deciska to 
dissolve the Aiw Socialist Union into three 
forums — Ri^ Left and Centre. It was a 
st^ wfakfa launriied Egypt CD a mnlti-party 
system course after two decades of ope-party 
rule, l^xxi his letnm from Kuwait in 1981, 
be haftwmg a member of the General Sec- 
retariat of the Left Forom, Ity dien es- 
tablished as Ai-Tagammu (die Nationalist 
Piog res si ve Uniomst Party). Widnn die par- 
ty, he staunchly advocated an Egyp^ new 
left movement ftee from die frmidng or- 
diodox views of an o p po s ition movenwnt 
shqied by the cousliaiutS of secret under- 
ground struggle. 

Throi^haiit die 2980s, ie> 

mained a dynamic intePertual fbcce behind 
many of the driialBS i^jng in Egnit aid die 
Arab worid over the M’s need fi g ane w 
stra a gy whidi would cate iqwOy rfiangi^ 
realities into account He oontimies to write 
profusely m the local and Arab press ^ 
published a numher of bodcs, iuclndiagThe 
Crisis of Ae Socialist Bhc peduqis his best 
knov^ and most vahiaU^ contribution. 

Opting fig a quieter Ufe, re- 

signed not long ago fiom tte General Sec- 
retariat of the T^amnu, retaining rady his 
place on the Political Co mmi t tee . \Wtiidar- 
acteristic candour, he says that “the yonoger 
meoibera of dw pwty should lave more a 
say in hs p resent a&iis: they are quite ca- 
p^te of stiouldering the reqxnafoility." 

RflitfiaABn docs oot fed bitter abtxit the 
various hardsli^ inflirtwH by bis ix^ 
vdvemeot in politics. He menrinnff events 
widi his hd»^ smile. Under Sad^ ids 
dukhen found themselves in im plMwawt sit- 
uations due to Iris past — but are no 

qiriricer thgnhft ftficnn qilain- 

He is today a figure oi authority, quoted 
even tty tfiose socid scientists who express 
sctfiticism as to Iris convictions. He has nav- 
igated the watera of the times and weathered 
the disfevour of the r^ime. But be was nev- 
er overly perturbed, not evem tty the coDapse 
of the Soviet Union. T am often asked 
vriiedierdieeveatsintiieSoctalistbkicriiat- 
teied Qty convktioiis. It goes widiQiit s^ing 
that the cdlapse of the Socialist bloc 
shocked aH socMsts, but it did not induce a 
basic transfbnnatkm of my convictiais. On 
die contmy, I fully and ferveody believe in 
socialist goals. But these events cncifiimed 
my convietkm that the theraetical and ex- 
exuthte princi^ of scKaalIsm diould be re- 
vised arid studied afticafly; and, vdiere pia(> 
tice proved inefiective in achieving these 
goals, practice slxRild be altered." 
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% NefertanktikteFroject 

fff EdoatU & Trailing Ser^ 



i Helio^Ms American 
International School 

an afi&liate of the American Network of 
International Community Schools (NICS) 
Grades 1-12 (American Diploma) 

Our objectives; 

Academic esceHence Character bnOding 

Family values Moral ethics 

Make use cf our year competitive one year fee 

IGCSE 


O’level, AS level, 
A’ level subjects. 



Kgs - ftimaiy - Preparatory - Secondary. 
Chairman 
Mrs, NadUk Hafez 
Tel.: 2914030 - 4189199 
Additss: 12 Tate SL, Salah H Din - Heliopolis. 
K22 IsmaHte Desert Road 


telwastberein 1976 vriien die 
TfitwnaiHrtnal T-atigiiag ^ Xd- 
stitule was opened by minister 
of tourism, Mnstafk Kam*! 

Rrtrieh twhawHnr 

WiDism Morris and the In- 
stitute's director, CoBb Davis. 
And so h is onty fitting that 1 be 
there today at 3pm when Brit- 
ish Ambassador David Bla- 
fliowick and the In s t iUiie 's 
c u rr en t director Fanl Mason 
host an open day to celebrate 


the Institute’s twentieth an- 
mversary. Knows^ full wdl 
that h wQold be unwise ftg the 
guests to tiaq»e aronnd tte In- 
stitute oa an empty HtnnMch, 
we will indulge in a celebratory 
lunch after tte ambasmdor un- 
veils the commemorative 
plaque, but tob/e we are taken 
on a tour of ^ premises. The 
general public, Tm afiaid — 
how I phy you so! — will have 
to wait until 4JQpsn before 


Executive Secretary 

IS URGENTELY NEEDED 
BY A NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATION 

■ Graduated from English language 
schools 

■ ADC Graduate Preferred 

■ Presentable 

■ Excellent secretarial skills, English 
language and Computer Word 
Processing preferable. Three-five 
years experience and background in 
administration 

Qualified candidates are required to 
submit their CVs and recent photos, 
within one week of the date of this 
issue, to : 

Block 1331, Dr. Ahmed Zaki St., 
El Nozha El Gedida, Cairo or to 
P.O.BOX 162-11811, 
Panorama, Cairo 
or Fax no.s2975878 




they win be aUowed to see the 
plaM — ungoided, of comse 
— fig themselves. 

4 It’s by attenAmg 
occasions that also account for 
the makii^ of histoty tint gives 
me the greatest pleasine. 
There’s no better feeliog dears, 
than befog gjveo the op- 
pntiinify to sin on tiw marrow 
of life vriiile others are baiety 
able to come near the bone. Last 
wede I attended a hmebeon re- 
cqNTO at the Semiramis InteF- 
oonfinental which saw ex- 
ecutive director of the AMOCO 
03 Cooperation in Egypt Rich- 
ard Fh^ hand over a cheque 
with the value of $750,000 to 
AUC President Donald MfeDo- 
nald, under wliose auspices die 
Thdian Pitgect is 

manned. The first of a fivepait 
tins fimding will siq^wct 
the coothnrio g vtoik in one of 
Eg)(ia's m^ ar^etriogical 
projects — the mapping of the 
entire TbAen necn^iMs, in- 
clwfiQg die largest ever 
(Sscovered, that of Ramses ITs 
sons in the VaOty of the Kings. 
But ttet wasn't even the most 
eseciting mw a e n t of the afii^ 
□OCKL Most of us were there for 

nne tiinig nne thing akwiff 

K's DO secret 
that AUCs 
prefiasor of 
Egyptology 
and discover- 
er of the KV-5 
tomb, Keat- 
Weeks,basa 

qwnial tainnt 

m bolding an 
audience with 
his fes- 
pres- 
eotatioos. As 
iTTterayf|ng as 
MdXadd's 
and Ffairy’s 
^leeches were 
craned 



occasion and it seemed that the 
guests, induding AUC and fig- 
eign and Egj^ptian media rqge- 
sentatives, as well as my good 
friends arid colleagues Jffl Ka- 
mil and S^via El-NaUkady, 
agreed. 

♦ There must be over 500 for- 
eign co pes p o u deiris in Egypt 
Owite yeas. I’ve izunaged to 
meet most of tiieni at one event 
or another, and some have be- 
come good friends of mine. One 
of tiiese cone^xmdeDts is ThBo 
Kncssler, Middle East cig- 
lespondent of tiie (jeonan radio 
station ARD, wtiiich has bee n 
bi^ in Caito fig the past 6 
years. One cannot be good 
fiiends with someone for so 
many years utitiiout feeling a lit- 
tle digressed to bea that tfaty 
will no longer be aUe to see 
them as leguiaily as tfaty would 
want ThBo is now leaving ' 
l^ypt and to say feiewell to all 
his fiknds be hosted a delicious 
— if not cfaeeriess — buffet <£n- 
ner last vreeJc, where I met a 
numba of coUeagues fiom Al~ 
Abram, including renowned po- 
litical <vihinini.t Safama 
med Snfainwt and tiie IFeei^'s 
multi-talented Mnni Sasd Et 

Din. Phairma f i of tbc Tn- 

framation 
Service N»i- 
b3 Osman 
was also 
tiiere to stty 
good-by^ as 
was president 
of tiie For- 
eign Cor- 
respondeots' 

Assocteioa, 

Fitaiiardt . 

WiBdfhr. 


QUALIFIED BRITISH TEACHER 

REQUIRED (MALE) 


I Key stage 3. 

1 2-3 hours per evening 
i L.E. 2000 per month 
I Flat supplied 
I Return airfare 

Ring; 418-4895 / 418-0781 

Between 10 AM. - 12 PM. Daily 







Daniel Hechter 

- |6,coli# 


Blathairick Osman 


they wel- 
AMOCO’s President 
Chmies Rtmmi, I that i 
did get a littie ioqiatieDt waiting 
fix my friend to get iq) and give 
his own iee&ire, aks^ wife a 
feaeiaatnig slide {gBSentatirai of 
die igpiect’s developnMiit. 
Quite hoMdiy, Fd ^ this 
was tiie of the wbok 


xoddDg 

around 


Firan 

the 


clock, to lockmg the cradle: no 
more late ni^fcus, either 3t work 
eg elsewhere, fra^my good 
friends and fiha<i»n 

Sbehab and Mohamed HabBi, ' 
vriio are now the proud, if not 
exhausted, par e nts of the one- 
wedc-oid bundle of joy, Mer- 
na. Maity oonoatulatioDS .to 
feembofe. 
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